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The American Angus Association
Board of Directors has voted to authorize
the formation of a new company. Angus
Genetics Inc. (AGI) will conduct business
as the Beef Improvement Co. and will
focus on the genetic evaluation of cattle
traits. 

In addition, it will conduct research
and implement new technology,
including DNA, for use throughout the
beef industry. The new company evolved
as a result of ongoing input from
registered seedstock suppliers and the beef
industry stressing the need for more
accurate evaluation tools for all Angus
genetics used in the commercial beef
sector.

The genetic evaluation of beef cattle in
the U.S. gained momentum in the mid-
1970s and was initially undertaken by
individual breed associations. Each
association was responsible for
performance data collection and the
reporting of the data.

The complexity of data analysis led

associations to seek support from land-
grant universities. By the 1980s, land-
grant universities were responsible for
performing the genetic evaluation of
most registered seedstock in the U.S. 
A more recent shift in university resources
and philosophy make it necessary for beef
industry entities to assume responsibility
for genetic analysis, while the land-grant
university systems will focus more toward
research.

While the American Angus Association
is the world’s largest beef cattle registry,
Angus influence in other U.S. beef breed
registries is reported to be as high as 50%
of total registrations where percentage,
hybrid or composite cattle can be
recorded. A genetic evaluation process
using the largest, most influential genetic
database ultimately provides the beef
industry with more reliable genetic
information.

The American Angus Association is
responding to the beef industry by
accepting a leadership role regarding the

advancement of science and technology.
Beef Improvement Co. will continue
developing technology, using sound
science and best practices, for use by
Angus breeders, commercial beef
producers and the beef industry.

The American Angus Association, with
headquarters in Saint Joseph, Mo.,
provides programs and services to more
than 34,000 members and thousands of
commercial cattle producers. Its entities
include Angus Productions Inc. (API),
Certified Angus Beef LLC (CAB) and AGI
(wholly owned subsidiaries), and the
Angus Foundation, a not-for-profit
organization that supports education,
youth and research.

Editor’s Note: Article provided by the American
Angus Association.
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