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An amazing career
At the American Angus Association, it 

seemed like just another Wednesday. Glen 
Bratcher was in his fourth year as secretary 
of the Association, and the staff was enjoying 
the office building addition recently 
completed. Dean Hurlbut was finalizing 
plans for the inaugural National Junior 
Angus Showmanship Contest.

That’s the thing about life; just when it 
seems like it is just another day, some event 
occurs that in hindsight makes one realize 
it wasn’t just another day. That’s what 
happened at the Association.

That Wednesday in April 1967, a young 
lady all of 21 years old began her career as a 
computer programmer for the Association. 
The Saint Joseph, Mo., native actually had 
no computer experience at the time. She had 
just finished up a couple of years of junior 
college, when a high school friend of hers 

who worked at the Association referred Marg 
Dreesmann as her replacement.

So it began, it being a career as a software 
engineer — although that wasn’t the title at 
the time — for the Association that has now 
spanned more than 50 years. Transitioning 
from punch cards and mainframe 
computers to PCs and Macs, Marg has been 
intimately involved in writing computer 
code that drives the organization’s vast 
performance database for more than five 
decades.

On April 12 of this year — ironically a 
Wednesday, as well — we took time to honor 
Marg and celebrate her 50th anniversary 
at the Association. We closed the office 30 
minutes early and surprised Marg with a 
reception for her at the Albrecht-Kemper 
Museum in Saint Joseph. As you might 
imagine, there was a great turnout with 
almost all of the staff in attendance, along 

with many former employees, including 
Dean and Gloria Hurlbut. 

The Monday following the reception, I 
found a thank-you note from Marg on my 
desk. With Marg’s permission, I thought I’d 
share it with you as it represents the grace 
and kindness of Marg Dreesmann and why 
she’s so beloved by all of us. Enjoy.

Dear Allen,
Kurt Vonnegut’s uncle Alex once said, “I 

urge you to please notice when you are happy, 
and exclaim or murmur or think at some 
point, ‘If this isn’t nice, I don’t know what is.’” 
Vonnegut passed his uncle’s advice on to me 
in one of his books, and I remembered it last 
Wednesday evening at the art museum and 
murmured it as he advised. You could not have 
pleased me more. 

It was also a nice surprise to be recognized 
on angus.org. Shelby put together a very nice 
article from my ramblings. My niece Jane said 
it was very, very cool of Angus. She was right. 
Many, many thanks, Marg.

2017 OFFICERS
Charlie Boyd II, president and chairman of the Board, Kentucky; cell: 606-584-
5194; cboyd2@maysvilleky.net • Kevin Yon, vice president and vice chairman of 
the Board, South Carolina; cell: 803-622-4140; kyon@pbtcomm.net • John 
Pfeiffer Jr., treasurer, Oklahoma; cell: 405-880-0862; pfeiffer@agristar.net

2017 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Terms expiring in 2017 — Jerry Connealy, Nebraska; phone: 308-544-6552; 
jsconnealy@gmail.com • David A. Dal Porto, California; cell: 925-250-5304; 
dplangus@aol.com • John F. Grimes, Ohio; home: 937-764-1198; mcfarms@
cinci.rr.com; grimes.1@osu.edu  James W. Henderson, Texas; cell: 940-585-
6171; jwhenderson@bradley3ranch.com • Dave Nichols, Iowa; phone: 641-
369-2829; dave@nicholsfarms.biz
Terms expiring in 2018 — James S. Coffey, Kentucky; cell: 859-238-0771; 
james@branchviewangus.com • Chuck Grove, Virginia; cell: 816-390-6600; 
chuckgrove64@hotmail.com • Mike McCravy, Georgia; cell: 770-328-2047; 
mmcattle@yahoo.com • Don Schiefelbein, Minnesota; cell: 303-324-5149; 
dschiefel@meltel.net • Mick Varilek, South Dakota; cell: 605-680-2555; 
varilekangus@midstatesd.net  
Terms expiring in 2019 — Richard M. Dyar, Alabama; cell: 816-390-6601; rdyar@ 
farmerstel.com • Dave Hinman, Montana; cell: 406-654-4656; hinmanangus@
hotmail.com • Alan Miller, Illinois; cell: 217-840-6935; pvfangus@gmail.com • 
Jonathan Perry, Tennessee; cell: 931-703-6330; jjperry@deervalleyfarm.com • 
Barry Pollard, Oklahoma; cell: 580-541-1022; barry@pollardfarms.com 

Industry appointments — CAB Board, Dwight ‘Kip’ Palmer, Palmer Food Services, 
New York; office: 585-424-3210; kpalmer@palmerfoods.com • AGI Board liaison, 
Larry Kuehn, U.S. Meat Animal Research Center, Nebraska; office: 402-762-4352; 
larry.kuehn@ars.usda.gov • Foundation Board, Mark Duffell, Whitestone Farms, 
Virginia; cell: 703-930-1841; whitestoneangus@gmail.com • Angus Productions 
Inc. Board, Mitch Rouda, Farm Journal Media, Illinois; office: 847-318-0785; 
mrouda@farmjournal.com

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Allen Moczygemba, CEO; Richard E. Wilson, CFO; Diane Strahm, executive 
administrative assistant; Milford Jenkins, Angus Foundation president; Dan 
Moser, AGI president; Terry Cotton, vice president of sales; John Stika, CAB LLC 
president; Chris Stallo, vice president of operations

DEPARTMENTAL STAFF
Lou Ann Adams, director of information systems; Jerry Cassady, director of 
member services; Jaclyn Clark, director of events and education; David Gazda, 
director of field services; Ginette Gottswiller, director of commercial relations; 
Jason Kenyon, assistant director of information systems; Ladena Keuhn, 
director of human resources; Clint Mefford, executive marketing associate; 
Kenny Miller, director of finance; Stephen Miller, director of genetic research; 
Kelli Retallick, director of genetic service; Chris Stephens, Angus Foundation 
assistant director of development; Brenda Weigert, operations coordinator for 
member services

AMERICAN ANGUS ASSOCIATION
3201 Frederick Ave., Saint Joseph, MO 64506-2997; phone: 816-383-5100; fax: 816-233-9703; Office hours: (M-F) 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (Central)

email: angus@angus.org • home page: www.angus.org • facebook.com/americanangusassociation • twitter: @AngusAssoc
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Not just another day
At the time, the day of April 12, 1967, seemed like just another Wednesday. Granted, it 

was a tumultuous time for our nation. The Vietnam War was building in intensity and, in 
fact, in two days (April 14) U.S. planes would bomb Haiphong, Vietnam, for the first time. 
Opposition was beginning to grow toward President Lyndon Johnson, while the nation’s 
culture was beginning a journey of generational change that was uncomfortable for many.

EMAIL: allenm@angus.org




