
In 1985, the National Junior Angus  
 Association (NJAA) initiated the 

Honorary Angus Foundation to recognize 
and show appreciation to those who have 
shown extraordinary interest and support 
for young members of the American Angus 
Association. In 1985, the NJAA Board of 
Directors honored seven Angus breeders 
as the first inductees of the Honorary 
Angus Foundation. In subsequent years, a 
maximum of 
three inductees 
are honored 
annually.

Any 
member of 
the American 
Angus Association is eligible to nominate 
individuals or organizations for the 
Honorary Angus Foundation. Application 
forms for nominations to the Honorary 
Angus Foundation are available from the 
Junior Activities Department and are due 
March 1 of each year.

At the 2013 National Junior Angus 
Show (NJAS) in Kansas City, Mo., the 
NJAA inducted Tom and Lois Ames, Ray 

and Melva Sims, and Eddie and Connie 
Sydenstricker into the Honorary Angus 
Foundation.

Tom and Lois Ames
Tom and Lois Ames of Spruce Mountain 

Ranch, Larkspur, Colo., have made it 
their mission to support Angus youth and 
future agricultural leaders. Whether it’s by 
supporting their local 4-H organization or 

hosting the annual 
Leaders Engaged in 
Angus Development 
(LEAD) conference, the 
Ames family believes 
that investing time in 
the next generation 

should be a No. 1 priority. 
Because of the support they have 

graciously shown for Angus youth and the 
Angus Foundation, the NJAA chose to induct 
Tom and Lois Ames into the Honorary 
Angus Foundation this year.

“Tom and Lois are very deserving of the 
prestigious Honorary Angus Foundation 
recognition for all they’ve done for the Angus 
Foundation and NJAA in recent years,” 

says Milford Jenkins, Angus Foundation 
president. “Benefactors like the Ames have 
encouraged and inspired other Angus 
breeders to join them in supporting the 
Angus Foundation’s efforts to advance 
education, youth and research.”

The Ames family has shown much 
hospitality to the American Angus 
Association in hosting the 2012 LEAD 
participants for dinner, as well as hosting 
the Angus Foundation’s Angus Night 
on the Mountain fundraising events 
the past two years during the National 
Western Stock Show (NWSS) in Denver. 
In addition, the Ames family has also 
purchased live auction items with proceeds 
supporting the Angus Foundation and 
donated gifts for other fundraising events, 
such as the 2010 “Blackontrack” event at 
Churchill Downs.

Tom and Lois Ames both got their start 
in the cattle industry while growing up on 
dairy farms. They shared an interest in raising 
beef cattle, so in 1999 they jumped at the 
opportunity to purchase Spruce Mountain 
Ranch. With the help of their general 
manager, Mitch Rohr, they decided Angus 
cattle would be the best fit for their ranch. 
Their ultimate goals are to sustain a purebred 
Angus seedstock operation, as well as to 
create a distinct landscape and resort-like 
atmosphere for family, guests and potential 
customers to enjoy.

Rohr says since he has known the Ames 
family, they have always enjoyed giving back 
to youth and helping them get involved in 
the agricultural industry. 

“They are always supporting local youth 
programs and continued their support 
into the Angus Foundation due to the 
opportunities that are given to the youth,” 
he explains. “This award means a lot to them 
because they’re always trying to make a 
difference in the next generation.”

Ray and Melva Sims
Few names are more recognized in the 

Angus business than Ray Sims. The famed 
cattle auctioneer transformed purebred cattle 
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Dedicated to Youth
Angus Foundation inducts three into Honorary Angus Foundation.

by Katie Allen & Laurin Spraberry
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@Tom and Lois Ames of Spruce Mountain Ranch, Larkspur, Colo., were inducted into the Honorary 
Angus Foundation. Pictured (from left) at the presentation are Milford Jenkins, Angus Foundation 
president; JanLee Rowlett, 2012-2013 NJAA chairman; Lois and Tom Ames, recipients; Megan Ahearn, 
2012-2013 NJAA Foundation director; and Phil Trowbridge, American Angus Association president.



auctions from simple events to fast-paced, 
entertaining productions that generated 
profitable results. Ray passed away in 2012, 
but his legacy lives on in the Angus breed 
through the Ray Sims Angus Scholarship 
Endowment Fund and all of the lives he has 
touched. 

To honor the Sims family, the National 
Junior Angus Association (NJAA) chose to 
induct Ray and Melva into the Honorary 
Angus Foundation this year. Angus 
Foundation President Milford Jenkins says 
Ray’s focus on people is what truly set him 
apart from other individuals.

“Ray Sims will be held in high regard for 
his auctioneering at Angus sales, but he will 
be remembered far longer for his genuine 
interest and compassion in the well-being 
of the Angus breeders and their families that 
he developed lifelong friendships with, and 
frequently auctioneering for the second and 
third generation in those Angus programs,” 
Jenkins says.

During his career, Ray traveled 
throughout the United States, selling for both 
large- and small-scale livestock breeders, 
including U.S. senators and three U.S. 
presidents. It’s estimated that he conducted 
more than 7,000 auctions, which were mostly 
registered-Angus sales.

In 2010, Ray Sims became the first 
auctioneer in more than 50 years to receive 
the prestigious Saddle and Sirloin Club’s 
Portrait Award. Once expenses were covered 
for Ray’s portrait, which is now on display 
in the Saddle and Sirloin Portrait Collection 

in Louisville, Ky., the Ray Sims Portrait 
Committee donated the remaining funds of 
more than $20,000 to the Angus Foundation 
to establish the Ray Sims Scholarship 
Endowment Fund for Angus youth 
scholarships. 

Traveling to the NJAS to present the 
scholarships was always a special occasion 
for Ray and Melva. They enjoyed meeting 
and getting to know the outstanding Angus 
youth selected to receive the scholarship. The 
recipients of the Ray Sims Angus Scholarship 
will help carry his legacy into the future and 
will always owe a debt of gratitude to Ray 

for his impact on the Angus breed and cattle 
industry.

Chris Sankey, American Angus 
Association board member, says the couple 
believed the Angus Foundation was a natural 
organization to be involved with, because 
they both felt this was a place where they 
could make an impact for youth. 

“I know this means a lot to Melva and 
the Sims family,” Sankey says. “Not only 
to honor the memory of Ray, but also as 
an opportunity to carry on his legacy and 
develop that passion in young people for 
generations to come.”

Eddie and Connie 
Sydenstricker

Eddie and Connie 
Sydenstricker of Sydenstricker 
Genetics, Mexico, Mo., 
have devoted their lives to 
improving not only the Angus 
breed and NJAA, but also the 
entire agricultural industry. 
To recognize their loyalty and 
commitment, the NJAA chose 
to induct the Sydenstrickers 
into the Honorary Angus 
Foundation.

“Loyal supporters of the 
Angus Foundation long 
before I first met them in 
2004, Eddie and Connie 
are always interested in 
knowing and learning 
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@Eddie and Connie Sydenstricker of Sydenstricker Genetics, Mexico, Mo., were inducted into the Honorary Angus 
Foundation. Pictured (from left) at the presentation are Jenkins; Rowlett; Kim Sydenstricker-Monte; Chase Monte; Ed-
die and Connie Sydenstricker, recipients; Blake Briscoe; Ahearn and Trowbridge.

@Ray and Melva Sims were inducted into the Honorary Angus Foundation. Pictured (from left) at the 
presentation during the 2013 NJAS in Kansas City, Mo., are Jenkins; Rowlett; Trowbridge; Virginia 
Daye, Melva and Tully Sims, receiving the award; and Ahearn.
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how they can help us,” says Jenkins. “The 
Sydenstrickers do not just recognize they 
have a responsibility to give back to the 
Angus breed that has been a major part of 
their lives and [that of] Eddie’s late father, 
Ralph Sydenstricker, they also take action 
by making a difference in the lives of Angus 
youth and their fellow Angus breeders 
through their support.” 

Longtime supporters of the Angus 
Foundation, the Sydenstrickers have 
donated the heifer for the 1993 and 
2012 Angus Foundation Heifer Package, 
contributed numerous gifts for fundraising 
events and most recently purchased the 
“Aberdeen Angus” wine barrel in support of 
the 2013 NJAS being hosted by the Missouri 
Junior Angus Association.

Eddie Sydenstricker was involved in 
forming the first-ever statewide junior 
Angus Association in 1956, and he served 
as its first president. He also served the 
Missouri Angus Association as treasurer for 
many years and gave three years of his time 
to the American Angus Association Board of 
Directors. 

The Sydenstrickers got started in the 
Angus breed in 1952, when Ralph founded 
Sydenstricker Angus Farms. With the help 
of loyal employees, Eddie and his wife have 
expanded the business to focus primarily 
on providing customers with predictable 
Angus genetics that supply economically 
important traits. They currently calve about 
800 head of cattle each year, with 20%-25% 
being embryo transplant calves. The herd is 
maintained on 2,500 owned and 750 leased 
acres.

Longtime employee Ben Eggers says 
the family has been one of the strongest 
supporters of the junior Angus programs: 
“Through the years, in countless ways, 
Eddie and Connie’s support of the Missouri 
juniors and NJAA has been unwavering and 
substantial.”

Editor’s Note: Katie Allen was the marketing 
and public relations director for the Angus 
Foundation. Laurin Spraberry is the public 
relations intern for the American Angus 
Association.
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Honorary Angus Foundation members
1985 — Lyle Haring, Iowa; Robert Hicks*, Kentucky; George Becker, North Dakota; 

Robert Snyder, Arkansas; Ed Stout*, Missouri; Frank Richards*, Missouri; and 
Percy & Margaret Upton, Nebraska

1986 — Bob Herriott, Illinois; Haley Jamison, Tennessee; Robert Miller, Minnesota

1987 — Dave McMahon, Arkansas; Paul & Vicki St. Blanc, Louisiana; Dean Hurlbut, 
Missouri

1988 — Granada Corp., Texas; Harding & Harding Insurance, Illinois

1989 — Floyd Dievert*, Kentucky; Evelyn Edmunds, South Carolina

1990 — Billy Yarbrough, California; Rachel Breck, Connecticut

1991 — Goshen Angus, Kentucky; Waymon & Stella Ashley, Texas

1992 — Bloom Angus, Indiana (Don & Carol Bloom); Tumble T Bar Ranch, South Carolina 
(Ted & Windy Bartee)

1993 — Maurice Armstrong, Tennessee

1994 — John Barton, Missouri; Randy Lathrop, Illinois

1995 — Price Harrison, Tennessee

1996 — Cecil & Sandra McCurry, Kansas; Joe B. & Sandra Davis, Kentucky; Philip Reid, 
Virginia

1997 — Wayne “Doc” Smith, Missouri; Bob & Gloria Thomas, Oregon; Myron Fuerst, New 
York

1998 — Bob & Virginia Weaver, Illinois; J.V. & Helen Heyser, Texas; Nettie Eitel*, Missouri

1999 — Charles “Bud” & Pam Smith, Kentucky; Anne Patton Schubert, Kentucky; Vance 
& Connie Uden, Nebraska

2000 — Richard Spader, Missouri; Jim Baldridge*, Nebraska; Leon & Cynthia Heron, 
Tennessee

2001 — Patrick Goggins, Montana; Don Good, Kansas; Glen & Pat Grote, Oklahoma

2002 — Jim Bessler, Illinois; Ronald Meyer, Nebraska; Steve & Sandy Trosper, Missouri

2003 — Andy & Mary McCurry, Kansas; William Powell, Maryland; Whitestone Farm, 
Virginia

2004 — Bob Laflin*, Kansas; Chuck Grove, Virginia; James Fisher, Missouri

2005 — Dick & Diane Beck, Montana; George & June Crenshaw, Kansas; Fred & Betty 
Johnson, Ohio

2006 — Bob & Nedra Funk, Oklahoma; Frank Murphy, Illinois; Bill & Barbara Rishel, 
Nebraska

2007 — Henry & Nan Gardiner, Kansas; Julie McMahon French, Michigan; Bob Norton, 
Missouri

2008 — Tammy Wallace, Missouri; Stan Thomas, Georgia; Shelia Stannard, Missouri; C.J. 
Brown, Illinois

2009 — John & Judy Crouch, New Mexico; Ron & Myki Simek, Wyoming

2010 — Greenacres Foundation, Ohio; Brad & Mindy Schnoor, California

2011 — Bob & Margaret Duprey, Pennsylvania; Camron Cooper, Montana; Curtis & Ann 
Long, Missouri

2012 — Jim & Sue Coleman, California; Howard & JoAnne Hillman, South Dakota; 
Blanford & Joan Pierce, Illinois

2013 — Tom & Lois Ames, Colorado; Col. Ray* & Melva Sims, Missouri; Eddie & Connie 
Sydenstricker, Missouri

* Indicates posthumously inducted.
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