2012 NORTH AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL LIVESTOCK EXPOSITION

2013 Miss American Angus Crowned

Esther McCabe of Kansas chosen to serve the Angus breed throughout the upcoming year.

ANGUS SHOW
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»Esther McCabe, Elk City, Kan., was
crowned the 2013 Miss American Angus.

»Qualified through the Auxiliary’s scholarship competition,
five young women competed for the title of Miss American
Angus via a written quiz, an interview and a prepared speech
before a panel of three judges. Pictured are (from left) Kendra
Merriman, Lowell, Mich.; Kayla Widerman, Good Hope, IlL.;
Tylee Jo Williams, Clarendon, Texas; 2012 Miss American An-
gus Brooke Harward, Richfield, N.C.; Emily Velisek, Gaithers-

burg, Md.; and Esther McCabe, Elk City, Kan.
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by Carrie Heitman, American Angus Association

In the showring there are several things to
capture the crowd’s attention — well-
groomed cattle, the judge’s pace, green
jackets and Angus royalty. However, there is
one that stands out from the rest, literally.
The 2013 Miss American Angus, with her
sparkling crown and poised stance, measures
up to 6 feet (ft.) 3 inches (in.) — taller than
many showmen. Height is not all that sets her
apart. She has an indisputable enthusiasm for
the Angus industry and a laid-back, confident
attitude.

Esther McCabe, Elk City, Kan., was
crowned as the 2013 Miss American Angus
Monday, Nov. 12, during the North
American International Livestock Exposition
(NAILE) in Louisville, Ky. She succeeds 2012
Miss American Angus Brooke Harward,
Richfield, N.C.

A sophomore at Butler Community
College, McCabe is pursuing a career in
pharmacy. She will transfer to Kansas State
University next fall to complete her degree in
food science and minor in animal sciences

and industry.
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»Above: Brooke Harward pins Es-
ther McCabe with the official Miss
American Angus pin.

»Left: Judging the 2013 Miss Amer-
ican Angus contest were (from left)
Heather Shultz, Jefferson, Ga.; Bud
Smith, Russell Springs, Ky.; and Su-
san Rhode, Gower, Mo.
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“While filling out the Miss American
Angus application form, I realized that the
person I am today is because of the
opportunities the American Angus
Association and National Junior Angus
Association [have] given me,” McCabe says.
“Serving as Miss American Angus is a way to
give back and make a difference, especially in
the lives of younger women in the breed so
they, too, can become more involved.”

Hosted by the American Angus Auxiliary,
the annual Miss American Angus contest
provides one Angus junior an opportunity to
serve as a breed ambassador and assist with
shows, educational events and field days to
educate others about the beef industry and
benefits of Angus genetics.

Five young women vying for the crown
completed a written test, delivered a prepared
speech, completed an interview and
answered impromptu questions from a panel
of judges. Competing this year were Esther
McCabe, Elk City, Kan.; Kendra Merriman,
Lowell, Mich.; Kayla Widerman, Good Hope,
IIL; Tylee Jo Williams, Clarendon, Texas; and
Emily Velisek, Gaithersburg, Md.

McCabe was crowned as the 45th Miss
American Angus prior to the announcement
of grand champion bull during the Super-
Point Roll of Victory (ROV) Angus Bull
Show at the Kentucky Fair and Exposition
Center (KFEC). McCabe is the daughter of
Randel and Varee McCabe, and is the
youngest of four children — Flinton, Ethan
and Hannah — who are all involved in the
day-to-day operations of McCabe Genetics.

“Each one of us has our strengths and
weaknesses while working on the farm,”
McCabe says. “It makes us all work together
in order to get everything done.”

During her year of service, McCabe hopes
to become acquainted with more people
involved in the Angus breed and to broaden
her industry knowledge. “I hope to represent
the breed in a way that people from other
breeds and consumers are intrigued and
want to learn more,” McCabe says.

The Miss American Angus contest was
officiated by Susan Rhode, Gower, Mo.; Bud
Smith, Russell Springs, Ky.; and Heather
Shultz, Jefferson, Ga.
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Editor’s Note: Carrie Heitman is communications
coordinator for the American Angus Association.



2012 Miss American Angus Contest Sponsors

» American Angus Association: Miss American Angus travel
allowance

» Angus Ink, Erie Bingman: Cover page feature article and official
photo

Emerald Sponsorship — $300-$999
» Cherry Knoll, Margaret & Bob Duprey, Pennsylvania: overall
contest sponsor

» Jim Baldridge’s Secret Seasoning, Becky Tiedeman, Nebraska:
Miss American Angus jacket

» Weaver Angus, Jerry Weaver, Illinois: Miss American Angus jacket

» Details by Design, Diane Johnson, Texas: contestant professional
etiquette seminar

» The All-American Angus Breeders’ Futurity Committee: Futurity
travel

» Texas Angus Association: Fort Worth Stock Show travel

» American Angus Hall of Fame, Tom Burke, Missouri: Miss
American Angus leather scrapbook and five copies of the 40th
Anniversary of the National Junior Angus Show — Volume |

» Atlantic National Show Committee: show lodging and banquet
tickets

» Stan, Maggie & Emily Tennant, North Carolina: overall contest
sponsor

Ruby Sponsorship — $200-$299
» Seldom Rest Farms, the Dale & Lois Foster Family, Michigan: Miss
American Angus crown and leather sash

» Marand’s/McCurry Angus Ranch, the Andy and Mary McCurry
Family, Kansas: jewelry for contestants

» Olson Cattle Co., Steve & Ginger Olson, Texas: Miss American
Angus luggage

» Futurama Farms, the Steve Trosper Family, Missouri: stationery for
contestants

Pearl Sponsorship — $100-$199
» Eberlee Farms, Bill & Jane Ebert, North Carolina: Miss American
Angus luggage

» Jill (Sommers) Harker, Janelle (Sommers) Deatsman, Sharon
Sommers, Indiana: Miss American Angus custom belt buckle

» Brooke Harward, 2012 Miss American Angus, North Carolina:
Miss American Angus official pin

» Harry Bachman, Pennsylvania: contestant luncheon
» Charlie & Paula Boyd, Kentucky: overall contest sponsor
» Yon Family Farms, South Carolina: overall contest sponsor

» Wallace Cattle Co., Missouri: overall contest sponsor
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