
What is GIPSA? 
Since mid-June, cattle industry 

stakeholders have been abuzz with debate. 
That’s when the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s (USDA’s) GIPSA — the 
Grain Inspection, Packers & Stockyards 
Administration — first announced a 
proposed rule on livestock marketing. 

The rule would add several new 
regulations under the Packers & Stockyards 
Act that GIPSA says would describe and 
clarify conduct in violation of the act 
and allow for more effective and efficient 
enforcement by GIPSA. 

USDA suggests the proposed regulations 
would clarify conditions for industry 
compliance and provide for a fairer 

marketplace by preventing packer-to-packer 
sales and increasing market transparency, but 
not all ranchers agree. 

Proponents say the rule could provide a 
fair playing field and preserve competition in 
a consolidating industry. 

Opponents say it could lead to unintended 
consequences like a flurry of lawsuits, 
damage to contract pricing and value-
based marketing, and the public release of 
confidential business information.

That’s a lot on the line no matter where 
you stand on the issue.

Where you come in
Recognizing the magnitude of the issue, 

the Department of Justice (DOJ) and USDA 

hosted a joint meeting in Fort Collins, Colo., 
Aug. 27 to explore the role of antitrust and 
regulatory enforcement in agriculture and 
to hear from the meatpackers, feeders and 
hundreds of ranchers from around the 
country who attended. Today, talk continues 
across the countryside. 

Much of what is being discussed will have 
significant effects — intended or unintended 
— on our more than 30,000 members and 
their commercial customers. 

Together we’ve built the largest, most 
successful cattle breed in the history of the 
United States. The Angus breed today makes 
up a vast majority of the nation’s cow herd; 
therefore, we have the most at stake. We owe 
it to ourselves and the generations before us 
to understand this proposed rule and what it 
means.

USDA is currently accepting comments 
until Nov. 22. 

I encourage you to read the rule (available 
at www.gipsa.usda.gov) and industry 
perspectives like the statement by Certified 
Angus Beef LLC (CAB) on page 143. Become 
educated on the matter, and establish a 
well-informed position. Then submit your 
comments (via e-mail to comments.gipsa@
usda.gov) and become a part of the process. 

It’s probably one of the most important 
things you’ll cross off your to-do list this fall. 
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   Movin’ Forward
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In your hands
Like just about everyone these days, cattlemen have little free time. They’re busy 

managing their Angus herds and building their livelihoods. They don’t have a lot of 
time on their hands. And although an active fall season will continue to offer scant 
opportunities for anything but ranchwork, there’s one issue that deserves some 
undivided attention in an increasingly divided industry — an issue that can change the 
very things you’re working toward, for better or worse. 

2010 oFFIcERS
Bill Davis, president and chairman of the Board, 34840 CR 106, Sidney, 
MT 59270; cell: 406-489-2311; rolnrok@hughes.net • Joe Hampton, vice 
president and vice chairman of the Board, 2600 Back Creek Church Rd., 
Mount Ulla, NC 28125; cell: 704-880-2488; joe.hampton@ncagr.gov • 
Jarold callahan, treasurer, 7450 N.W. 192nd St., Edmond, OK 73012; 
cell: 405-590-3061; callahan@expressranches.com

2010 BoARD oF DIREctoRS
terms expiring in 2010—Jarold callahan • norman Garton, 15660 E. 
Pawhuska Rd., Nevada, MO 64772; cell: 417-684-5477; ngar2@ 
yahoo.com • chad Hoffman, 33995 E. 1900 N Rd., Colfax, IL 61728; cell: 
309-838-4929; angus21@mchsi.com • James Rentz, 1005 W. Vine St., 
Coldwater, OH 45828; cell: 937-477-5347; james.rentz@yahoo.com • 
Phil trowbridge, 164 Waltermire Rd., Ghent, NY 12075; cell: 518-369-
6584; phil@trowbridgefarms.com
terms expiring in 2011—Arlen Sawyer, 44718 873rd Rd., Bassett, NE 
68714; cell: 402-760-0232; abcattle@huntel.net • Doug Schroeder, 971 
Rose Ave., Clarence, IA 52216; cell: 563-357-4044; schroederangus@
msn.com • Darrell Silveira, PO Box 37, Firebaugh, CA 93622; cell: 559-
217-1504; silveirabros@msn.com • Jim Sitz, 9100 U.S. Hwy. 91 N., 
Dillon, MT 59725; cell: 406-925-9888; sitzangus@gmail.com • Gordon 
Stucky, 421 N.E. 70 Ave., Kingman, KS 67068; cell: 620-532-4122; 
gordon@stuckyranch.com
terms expiring in 2012—charlie Boyd II, 6077 Helena Rd., Mays Lick, KY 
41055-8717; cell: 606-584-5194; cboyd2@maysvilleky.net • Scott 
Foster, 11893 M 140, Niles, MI 49120; cell: 269-208-6470; sfostersrf@

gmail.com • Vaughn Meyer, 15571 Sorum Rd., Reva, SD 57651; cell: 
605-430-4372; sdangus@sdplains.com • Steve olson, PO Box 590, 
Hereford, TX 79045; cell: 806-676-3556; sg_olson@live.com • cathy 
Watkins, 4577 N. CR 850 W., Middletown, IN 47356; cell: 765-635-4222; 
beaver-ridge@att.net
Industry appointments—cAB & Foundation Board, Robert norton Jr., 
BioZyme Inc., PO Box 4428, 6010 Stockyards Expressway, Saint Joseph, 
MO 64504; office: 816-238-3326; bnorton@biozymeinc.com • AGI 
Board, Doug Parrett, University of Illinois, Department of Animal 
Sciences, 184 Animal Sciences Lab MC 630, 1207 W. Gregory Dr., 
Urbana, IL 61801; office: 217-333-2647; dparrett@illinois.edu

ADMInIStRAtIVE StAFF
Bryce Schumann, CEO; Diane Strahm, executive administrative 
assistant; Bill Bowman, COO and AGI president; Rich Wilson, CFO; 
Milford Jenkins, Angus Foundation president; terry cotton, API 
president; John Stika, CAB LLC president

DEPARtMEntAL StAFF
Lou Ann Adams, director of information systems; crystal Albers, assistant 
director of communications & web editor; Bill Bowman, director of 
performance programs; Eric Grant, director of public relations; Scott 
Johnson, director of AIMS; Don Laughlin, director of member services; 
Kenny Miller, assistant director of finance; Sally northcutt, director of 
genetic research; Robin Ruff, director of junior activities; Sara Snider, 
director of AngusSource®; chris Stallo, assistant director of information 
systems; Shelia Stannard, director of activities & events; Richard Wilson, 
director of finance; crystal Young, assistant director of public relations

AMERIcAn AnGuS ASSocIAtIon
3201 Frederick Ave., Saint Joseph, MO 64506-2997; phone: 816-383-5100; fax: 816-233-9703; 

e-mail: angus@angus.org • home page: www.angus.org • Office hours: (M-F) 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (Central)
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www.angus.org


