
Eye-opener
I had the opportunity to see these things 

and many others with 20 other Angus 
producers who participated in the 2009 Beef 
Leaders Institute (BLI). Together we toured 
everything from feedlots to a packing plant, 
to a foodservice distributor, to a natural 
foods store — pretty much the entire scope 
of the beef business. 

It was an eye-opening experience for 
all of us, because it forced each of us to see 
the production system beyond our own 
fencelines and to gain an appreciation for the 
challenges and opportunities faced by other 
sectors in our industry. 

No doubt, these are challenging days for 
agriculture. Consumer demand for all food 
products has declined in recent months. The 
nation’s cow herd inventory is at its lowest 
levels in 50 years — and yet cattle prices have 
not begun to recover.

The American Angus Association has 
seen its share of challenges as well in recent 
months. How we recover from these 
challenges will dictate our breed’s strength in 
the future. 

Assuring access to quality
The message of the BLI tour is that, while 

we face some difficulties in the marketplace, 

quality always prevails — in good times 
and bad. No other breed of cattle provides a 
better and more consistent eating experience 
for consumers who choose to spend their 
hard-earned dollars on our product. 

Our challenge — and opportunity — is 
ensuring that consumers of the world have 
access to the highest-quality beef anywhere. 
And this can best be achieved through the 
use of proven Angus genetics.

Our future depends on the production 
of quality cattle, and in the months ahead 
we will double our efforts in delivering 
this message to commercial producers and 
feedlot operators across the country. But the 
Association cannot do it alone. Spreading 
the good word of Angus — like never before 
— depends heavily on individual producers 
across the country who are willing to step up 
and take action to ensure our share of the 
marketplace continues to grow.

As you work to promote your program 
and your cattle, please remember that the 
American Angus Association stands with 
you. Our staff of highly qualified and service-
oriented employees is ready to assist you, 
and to work with you to continue to build 
demand for Angus genetics and Angus beef.
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AmEricAn Angus AssociAtion
3201 Frederick Ave., Saint Joseph, MO 64506-2997
Office hours: (M-F) 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (Central)
phone: 816-383-5100; fax: 816-233-9703
e-mail: angus@angus.org n home page: www.angus.org

2009 oFFicErs
Jay King, president and chairman of the Board, 28287 Woodside Dr., 
Rock Falls, IL 61071; cell: 815-535-1990; jpkingsva@yahoo.com 
 n Bill Davis, vice president and vice chairman of the Board, 34840 CR 
106, Sidney, MT 59270; cell: 406-489-2311; rolnrok@hughes.net  
n Joe Hampton, treasurer, 2600 Back Creek Church Rd., Mount Ulla, NC 
28125; cell: 704-880-2488; joe.hampton@ncagr.gov
2009 BoArD oF DirEctors
terms expiring in 2009—Al Declerk, 3914 Engelberg Rd., Pocahontas, 
AR 72455; cell: 870-926-7334; eafherd@centurytel.net n Joe Hampton 
n steve olson, PO Box 590, Hereford, TX 79045; cell: 806-676-3556; 
sg_olson@live.com n rob thomas, 42734 Old Trail Rd., Baker City, OR 
97814; cell: 541-403-0562; rob.thomas@thomasangusranch.com n 
cathy Watkins, 4556 N. CR 850 W., Middletown, IN 47356; cell: 765-
635-4222; beaver-ridge@att.net
terms expiring in 2010—Jarold callahan, 7450 N.W. 192nd St., Edmond, 
OK 73012; cell: 405-590-3061; callahan@expressranches.com n 
norman garton, 15660 E. Pawhuska Rd., Nevada, MO 64772; cell: 417-
684-5477; ngar2@yahoo.com n chad Hoffman, 33995 E. 1900 N Rd., 
Colfax, IL 61728; cell: 309-838-4929; angus21@mchsi.com n James 
rentz, 1005 W. Vine St., Coldwater, OH 45828; cell: 937-477-5347; 
james.rentz@yahoo.com n Phil trowbridge, 164 Waltermire Rd., Ghent, 
NY 12075; cell: 518-369-6584; phil@trowbridgefarms.com
terms expiring in 2011—Arlen sawyer, 44718 873rd Rd., Bassett, NE 
68714; cell: 402-760-0232; abcattle@huntel.net n Doug schroeder, 971 
Rose Ave., Clarence, IA 52216; cell: 563-357-4044; schroederangus@
msn.com n Darrell silveira, PO Box 37, Firebaugh, CA 93622; cell: 559-

217-1504; silveirabros@msn.com n Jim sitz, 9100 U.S. Hwy. 91 N., 
Dillon, MT 59725; cell: 406-925-9888; sitzangus@gmail.com n gordon 
stucky, 421 N.E. 70 Ave., Kingman, KS 67068; cell: 620-532-4122; 
gordon@stuckyranch.com
industry appointments—cAB Board, robert norton Jr., BioZyme Inc., 
PO Box 4428, 6010 Stockyards Expressway, Saint Joseph, MO 64504; 
office: 816-238-3326; bnorton@biozymeinc.com n Agi Board, Doug 
Parrett, University of Illinois, Department of Animal Sciences, 184 Animal 
Sciences Lab MC 630, 1207 W. Gregory Dr., Urbana, IL 61801; office: 
217-333-2647; dparrett@uiuc.edu

ADministrAtiVE stAFF
chief executive officer: Bryce Schumann
Executive administrative assistant: Diane Strahm
chief operating officer & Angus genetics inc. president: Bill Bowman
Angus Foundation president: Milford Jenkins
Angus Productions inc. president: Terry Cotton
certified Angus Beef LLc president: John Stika

DEPArtmEntAL stAFF BY DiVision
Finance—Richard Wilson, vice president & director of finance; Kenny 
Miller, assistant director of finance
industry relations—Jim Shirley, vice president & director of activities; 
Robin Ruff, director of junior activities; Sara Snider, director of 
AngusSource®; Shelia Stannard, director of communications & events; 
Anne Trenholm, assistant director of communications
information & Data Programs—Bill Bowman, vice president & director of 
performance programs; Lou Ann Adams, director of information systems; 
Ty Groshans, director of commercial programs and assistant director of 
performance programs; Scott Johnson, director of Angus Information 
Management Software; Don Laughlin, director of member services; Sally 
Northcutt, director of genetic research; Carol Waller, assistant director of 
member services
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Quality always prevails
As we drive north from Saint Joseph, Mo., the cornfields along the river bottom stretch 

into the distance. Atop the nearby hillsides, cattle push across pastures, seeking shade 
on this warm June afternoon. Along the Missouri River Valley, it’s easy to see the  
breadth and scope of American agriculture. More than a century ago, pioneers first 
settled along the river’s banks, turned the soil with plows and pushed their livestock  
into the meadows.

E-mAiL: bschumann@angus.org


