
2  n  ANGUSJournal  n  March 2017

AMERICAN ANGUS ASSOCIATION,® 3201 Frederick Ave., Saint Joseph, MO 64506-2997; 816-383-5100; fax: 816-233-9703; email: angus@angus.org. ANGUS JOURNAL® (ISSN 
0194-9543) is published on the 1st of each month by Angus Productions Inc., 3201 Frederick Ave., Saint Joseph, MO 64506-2997. Periodicals postage paid at Saint Joseph, MO 
64501, and at additional post offices. Canada Post International Publications Mail Product (Canadian Distribution) Sales Agreement No. 1308505. Subscriptions: U.S. $50 per 
year, Canada $80 per year, foreign and Mexico $125 per year (airmail only). Single copy $5, except March, September and October $8.50 (payable in U.S. funds). 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to ANGUS JOURNAL, 3201 Frederick Ave., Saint Joseph, MO 64506-2997.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

V O L U M E  3 8  n  N U M B E R  8  n  M A R C H  2 0 1 7

                  T H E  O F F I C I A L  P U B L I C A T I O N  O F  T H E  A M E R I C A N  A N G U S  A S S O C I A T I O N ®

    Table of Contents 
  @Feature stories highlighted in this issue

 56 Reformatted Bull Sale Takes the Spotlight
  All-new evening event attracts nearly 2,500 to celebrate 

Angus in the West. @BY JENA McRELL

 60 Bull Sale Draws Crowd
  American Angus Association’s annual bull sale averages 

$6,805 per head. @BY ANGUS MEDIA STAFF

 70 Foundation Heifer Sells at NWSS
  Herbster Angus Farms purchases Basin Lucy 6265, 

donated by Basin Angus Ranch. @BY SARAH HILL

 84 Champions of the Hill
  Champions named at 2017 National Western Stock Show 

Super-Point Roll of Victory Angus Show.  

@BY ANGUS MEDIA STAFF

 92 When It All Comes Together
  Hadley Pitts of Dal Porto Livestock selected as the 2017 

Herdsman of the Year at the NWSS. @BY JD ROSMAN

 96 Junior Show Champions Named in Denver 
  RW First Class Sandy, BCII Sandy 0215 claim top female 

honors. @BY ANGUS MEDIA STAFF

 106 Denver Exclusive
  Angus genetics showcased in the Yards at 2017 National 

Western Angus Carload & Pen Show.  
@BY ANGUS MEDIA STAFF

 110 A Marketer’s Dream  
The National Western’s Angus Carload & Pen Show 
generates exposure in the historic Denver stockyards.  
@BY JD ROSMAN

 114 Angus in the West
  Nearly 75 years of breed progress at the National Western 

Stock Show illustrated. @BY JENA McRELL

 122 Painting the West Black
  The National Western has a colorful history — but you can’t 

make any color without black. @BY SHELBY METTLEN

 128 Historic, with a Modern Twist
  The National Western looks forward to a facelift.  

@BY SHELBY METTLEN

 132 Ag Adventures
  National Western and CSU team up to give city kids an 

education. @BY SHELBY METTLEN

@ On the cover: “NWSS Bull Sale,” by Shelby 
Mettlen. Design by Mary Black.

 176 Beware of Digital Dermatitis
  Veterinary epidemiologist says the source of lameness is a growing cattle health 

issue with significant animal welfare implications. @BY TROY SMITH

 182 Maximizing Reproductive Outcomes
  Consider herd health factors. @BY TROY SMITH

 182 Unintended Consequences
  Could MLV vaccines be harming reproduction? @BY TROY SMITH

 183 2017 ARSBC Workshop Set for Aug. 29-30
 183 Temperament and Reproduction
  Dam’s temperament affects reproductive performance. @BY KASEY BROWN

 186 Programming Reproduction
  What do we know about fetal programming of reproduction and how can we 

manage it? @BY KASEY BROWN

 188 Prepping for ET Success
  Donor and recipient management should optimize success of embryo transfer. 

@BY TROY SMITH

 188 Opportunities Abound for Genetic, Reproductive Progress  
@BY KASEY BROWN

 190 Thinking Physiologically
  Know calf physiology to avoid compromised newborns this spring.  

@BY SHELBY METTLEN



z ASSOCIATION
 16 The Front Gate: Leadership @by Allen Moczygemba
 20 Association Highlights @compiled by Shelby Mettlen
 28 Newsmakers: Items of interest about and for our members  

@compiled by Linda Robbins
 38 Next Generation: Postcard from an NJAA director and state 

spotlights @compiled by Kasey Brown
 48 NJAA/Angus Journal Photography Contest
 52 Auxiliary Notes: Tradition @by Julie Murnin

z MANAGEMENT
 140  Vet Call: Postcalving infertility @by Bob Larson
 144  Angus Advisor: March herd management tips  

@by Patrick Gunn, Randy Perry, Kevin Shaffer,   
David Lalman & Greg Highfill 

 154 By the Numbers: Carcass data collection  
@by Kelli Retallick

 160  Performance Report: Bull test reports and other performance-
related items @compiled by Linda Robbins

 172  Repro Tracks: Estrus-synchronization products  
@by Cliff Lamb

 z CERTIFIED ANGUS BEEF LLC
 206 Brand News: News and highlights from Certified Angus Beef 

LLC @compiled by Laura Conaway
 214 What’s Cooking at CAB: Irish Beef and Brew Stew @by CAB 

culinary staff

z INDUSTRY
 234 Beef Business: A look at current issues affecting the cattle 

industry @compiled by Shelby Mettlen

z PERSPECTIVES
 12 Angus Stakes: What kind of coach are you?  

@by Shauna Rose Hermel
 260 Branding Iron: Lessons from Linus @by Eric Grant
 264 Angus Talk: Business with succession strategies  

@outtakes from Doug Medlock’s interview with Barb Dartt
 270 Outside the Box: Missing the mark @by Tom Field
 274 Market Advisor: International meat trade a key market driver 

in 2017 and 2018 @by Tim Petry

z SHOWRING @compiled by Kasey Brown
 282 Junior Shows: Pennsylvania Farm Show and Kansas Futurity
 284 Open Shows: Pennsylvania Farm Show’s Angus Show

z REFERENCE

TABLE OF CONTENTS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

@Departments in this issue

 12 Angus Journal Staff
 16 Association Staff
 20 Association Fees
 38 NJAA Board
 52 2017 American Angus 

Auxiliary Officers
 52 2017 State Auxiliary 

Presidents
 53 2017 State Auxiliary 

Scholarship Chairs

 206 CAB Staff 
 290 Salering Summary
 294 Regional Managers
 295 Advertising Rates
 298 New Members 
             (January 2017)
 306 Angus Almanac
 317 Ad Index

4  n  ANGUSJournal  n  March 2017

 196 Take the Corral to the Pasture
  Portable corral systems and proper handling techniques 

create options for cattlemen. @BY HEATHER SMITH THOMAS

 217 A Simple Gift
  Quality beef as part of a divine plan.  

@BY KATIE ALEXANDER & STEVE SUTHER

 224 Sticking With It
  Successive generations continue quality focus at Penrhos 

Farms. @BY MIRANDA REIMAN

 228 A Banker, a Buyer and Long-distance Neighbors
  Connecting quality cattle from the Montana mountains to 

Nebraska feeding plains. @BY LAURA NELSON

 242 Commodity Price Stabilization  
Expected in 2017

  Some issues persist, but on a global basis, not as much 
volatility envisioned for the future. @BY NCBA

 244 Digging Deeper Into the Outlook
  Angus Media team provides additional insight into CattleFax 

outlook. @BY KINDRA GORDON, SHELBY METTLEN & TROY SMITH

 250 Meeting Consumer Expectations
  Consumers want food from sustainable systems, but don’t 

know what sustainable means. @BY TROY SMITH

 254 Wardensville Bull Test Celebrates 50 Years
  West Virginia bull test celebrates anniversary by maintaining 

relevance to industry. @BY KASEY BROWN

 272 Montana Welcome
  Central Montana Angus Association hosts successful state 

tour. @BY KURT KANGUS

 278 My Old Kentucky Home
  Somewhere south of the Mason-Dixon Line, a career 

cattleman tells his story of Angus heritage.  
@BY SHELBY METTLEN

224

278


