
2013 Beef Improvement Federation Research Symposium & Convention

Each year the Beef Improvement  
 Federation (BIF) recognizes 

outstanding commercial cattle operations 
during its annual symposium, crowning 
one overall winner as Commercial Producer 
of the Year. Nominees are evaluated on 10 
criteria including short- and long-term 
goals, records systems and implementation, 
breeding systems, selection objectives/
culling criteria and process, marketing 
practices and customer relations, carcass 
data collection and application, forage 
resources and stewardship, innovations/
improvements and use of technology, 
contributions to community and industry, 
and vision of BIF’s role.

Seven nominees were recognized this 
year during an awards luncheon June 13. 
Darnall Ranch Inc., Harrisburg, Neb., was 
named Commercial Producer of the Year. 
Following are short bios of each of the 
nominees.

Berk-Mar Farm, New Canton, Va.
Owners: Berkley “Lin” Jones, Brenda Jones 

and Kathleen Jones; Managers: Lin Jones and 
Brenda Jones

Berk-Mar Farm, located in Buckingham 
County in the central part of Virginia, was 
established in 1968. Lin and Brenda Jones 
began managing the farm in 1980. It is an 
Angus × Gelbvieh-cross beef operation, 
currently grazing approximately 200 
head of brood cows. The farm totals 555 
acres — 300 acres of pasture with 255 
acres of hayland. Berk-Mar’s breeding 
program consists of first service by artificial 
insemination (AI) and natural-service 
cleanup, resulting in a 90-day calving season 
beginning in October.

Berk-Mar Farm has been a member of 
the Buckingham Cattlemen’s Association 
(BCA) since 1990. Lin and Brenda are both 
on the board of directors, and Brenda is 
treasurer. 

Berk-Mar Farm believes strongly in 
best-management practices and value-
added marketing, which is accomplished 
through the Virginia Quality Assured 
Feeder Cattle Program and Virginia 
Premium Assured Heifer Programs. Berk-
Mar participates in the BCA’s fall feeder-

calf sale and its annual Bred Heifer and 
Young Cow Sale.

Their herd health program has resulted 
in consistent, healthy animals in the feedlot 
and provides the buyers with a uniform and 
quality beef product. Pasture and hayland 
management includes 50 acres of fescue 
stockpiled for late fall/winter feeding and 17 
acres of alfalfa, in addition to the orchard 
grass/fescue hay mixtures. 

The Jones’ have been recognized with 
the Clean Water Farm Award from Peter 
Francisco Soil and Water Conservation 
District in 2000, the High Cow Conception 
Rate Award from ABS Global in 2011, and 
are active 4-H supporters and volunteers.

Darnall Ranch Inc., Harrisburg, Neb.
Owner: Gary Darnall; Managers: Gary 

Darnall and Lane Darnall
Darnall Ranch Inc. is a family-owned 

cow-calf operation, feedlot and farm 
located in the Panhandle of Nebraska, 30 
miles southeast of Scottsbluff. The ranch 
was originally homesteaded in 1889 by 
Scott Darnall and incorporated in 1973. 
The operation has been in the family for 
124 years.

Mattie Darnall is third-generation, Gary 
and Emilie Darnall are fourth-generation, 

Lane and Robin Darnall along with Bob 
and Lisa (Darnall) Brenner are fifth-
generation, with the sixth and seventh 
generations living and working on the 
ranch.

Darnall Ranch began more than 40 years 
ago with 150 Hereford cows and 1,400 
acres of farm ground, selling their calves 
at weaning. Today the cow herd consists of 
1,700 commercial-Angus females utilizing 
SimAngus bulls, which produce 300-
400 replacement heifers annually. Bulls 
are developed using expected progeny 
differences (EPDs), genomics and the 
GrowSafe system. 

The balance of Darnall Ranch 
offspring are fed out in the 22,500-head 
Certified Angus Beef LLC (CAB)-licensed 
commercial feedlot, where records are 
collected for conversion, rate of gain, grade 
and yield, along with a profitability analysis 
each year. Twenty-five thousand acres of 
grass, along with 2,400 acres of irrigated 
and 4,700 acres of dryland farm ground are 
used to grow feedstuffs to help support the 
cow-calf, yearling and feedlot operations.

The cow herd calves in February and 
March with the first-calf heifers calving 
two weeks before the cow herd; and 75% 

Commercial Elite
Beef Improvement Federation recognizes seven regional nominees  

for Commercial Producer of the Year.

@Darnall Ranch Inc. of Harrisburg, Neb., was named 2013 BIF Commercial Producer of the Year. 
Pictured are (from left) Mark Cowan, 2012-2013 BIF president; Gary Darnall and Lane Darnall, 
recipients; and Burt Rutherford, BEEF magazine, award sponsor.
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of the calves being born in the first 30 days. 
Darnall Ranch strives to use the land and 
cattle as an efficient and economical multi-
generational agribusiness. 

Irsik Ranch, Cimarron, Kan.
Owner: Irsik Farms; Manager: Jim Reimer 
Irsik Ranch is headquartered 10 miles 

north of Kalvesta, Kan., or 45 miles 
northwest of Dodge City, in the northeast 
corner of Finney County. The ranch was 
founded in 1981 by the Irsik Bros., with 
Steve Irsik as one of the owners and Jim 
Reimer as ranch manager. Brandon Seifried 
joined the ranch in 2008 as Irsik Ranch 
herdsman. Cliff Benner is the manager of 
the Nebraska ranch. 

The operation consists of commercial 
cows, a backgrounding/grower yard and 
a dryland farm producing wheat, alfalfa, 
cane feed and sorghum silage. A Nebraska 
Sandhills ranch was purchased in 2012 to 
hedge against the drought in Kansas. The 
purchase of the Nebraska ranch began as a 
way to save the genetics developed through 
years of an intensive AI program, but also 
should prove to be an opportunity to grow 
the operation. Native wet meadow hay and 
alfalfa are harvested on the Nebraska ranch.

Normal carrying capacity between the 
two ranches is 2,000 cows plus replacement 
heifers. High-performing black-Angus cows 
provide the base for the entire operation. 
In 2007, 1,000 of those cows were AIed to 
industry-leading Hereford bulls. The hybrid 
vigor realized by crossing top Angus and 
Hereford genetics produces an animal that 
not only survives, but also thrives in the harsh 
range conditions in which they are expected 
to live. The Irsik Ranch continues to cross 
Hereford bulls on their Angus cows, while 
black-whiteface cows are bred to Angus bulls.

With Steve Irsik’s founding leadership, 
trust in its managers and a detailed 
accounting of all aspects of the operation, 
Irsik Ranch is in a position to be profitable, 
while improving its natural resources well 
into the next generation. 

Mayer Ranch, Guymon, Okla.
Owners/Managers: Joe and MaryAnn 

Mayer 
Joe Mayer’s great grandfather moved 

to Texline, Texas, from Savannah, Mo., to 
assume management duties of the Buffalo 
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Honor Roll: BIF Commercial Producer of the Year award winners and nominees
The following honor roll lists 
previous award winners (in bold) 
and nominees by year. 

2012
Maddux Cattle Co., Wauneta, 

Neb.
Carswell-Nichols Herefords, 

Alton, Kan.
Five Dot Ranch, Standish, Calif.
Glenmary Farm, Rapidan, Va.
H&T Bies Cattle Co., Rapid City, 

S.D.
Jones Bros. Farm, Prattville, Ala.
Kempfer Cattle Co., Saint Cloud, 

Fla.
Matador Cattle Co., Wichita, Kan.
Slykhuis Farms, Raleigh, Ill.

2011
Quinn Cow Co., Chadron, Neb.
Bambarger Cattle Farm, 

Northport, Ala.
Durheim Ranch, Ellendale, N.D.
E. Roen Ranches, Knights Ferry, 

Calif.
Larson Angus Ranch, Sharon 

Springs, Kan.
Leavitt Lake Ranches, Vina, Calif.
Silver Spur Ranch, Encampment, 

Wyo.

2010
Downey Ranch, Kan.
Stan & Lisa Buzzard, Ill. 
G.W. Jones & Sons Farms, Ala.
M&B Limousin, Mo.
Duane Martin Livestock, Calif.
Optimal Beef LLC, Va.

2009
JHL Ranch, Neb. 
Anderson Land & Cattle, Kan.
Tom Bengard Ranches, Calif.
Joe Davis Cattle Farm, S.C.
Freedom Hills Ranch, Ill.
Gale Rippey Farms, Va.
Slusher Valley Farms, Va.
Stephens Farm, Ala.

2008
Kniebel Farms & Cattle Co., 

Kan. 
CL Ranches Ltd., Alta., Canada
Eatinger Cattle Co. Inc., Neb.
Frank Farms, Colo.
Genereux Ranch, Mont.
Jack Giltner, Iowa
Hollow Hill Farm, Va.
JL Cattle Co., Colo.
Otley Bros. Inc., Ore. 
Toland’s River Oak Ranch, Ill.
Tom Bengard Ranches, Calif. 
Win Parmer Ranch, Ala.

2007
Broseco Ranch, Texas
4Z Farms, Kan.
CK Ranch, Kan.
Barry & Larry Dowell Families, Ill.
Eagle Rock Ranch, Colo.
Eatinger Cattle Co. Inc., Neb.
JHL Ranch, Neb.
Lacey Livestock, Calif.
Lerwick Bros. LLC, Wyo.
MG Farms, Miss.
Stuart Land & Cattle Co. of Va. 

Inc.

2006
Pitchfork Ranch, Ill.
Duck Farm Inc., Va.
Hunt Hill Cattle Co., Miss.
McDorman Farms, Ohio
Rock Creek Ranch, Kan.
Sutherland Ranches, Colo.
Van Waardhuizen Inc., Iowa 

2005
Prather Ranch, Calif.
CK Ranch, Kan.
Diamond V Ranch, N.D.
Dover Ranch, Mont.
Gaines Farm, Ala.
Hillwinds Farm, Va.
Krupps Farm, Ill.
Jack and Ila Mae Larson, Colo.

Mule Creek Ranch, Kan.
Paxton Ranch, Neb.
Pontious Farms, Ohio
Shovel Dot Ranch, Neb.
Wintergreen Farm, Iowa

2004
Olsen Ranches Inc., Neb.
Burkhalter Cattle, Ala.
Doler Farm, Miss.
LU Ranch, Wyo.
Namminga Angus, S.D.
Nellwood Farms, Ga.
Prather Ranch, Calif.
Blair Porteus & Sons, Ohio
Rx Ranch, Mo.
Schuette Farms, Ill.
Valdez Ranches, Colo.
Wickstrum Farms Inc., Kan. 

2003
Tailgate Ranch, Kan.
Crider Salers, N.D.
Mike Goldwasser, Va.
Patterson Ranch, Colo.
W.S. Roberts & Sons, Ind.
Shriver Farms, Ohio
Stroud Farms, Ala. 

2002
John & Terry Griffith, Connie 

Griffith, Kan.

@Irsik Ranch of Cimarron, Kan., was recognized as a nominee for Commercial Producer of the 
Year. Pictured are (from left) Cowan; Steve Irsik, recipient; and Rutherford.
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Springs Division for the famed XIT Ranch. 
Trailing cattle to Dodge City, Kan., they 
passed through this “No Man’s Land,” which 
is now the Oklahoma panhandle. They 
eventually settled there in 1883, establishing 
their own ranch known as the Anchor D.

Joe and MaryAnn were married in July 
of 1971, and after receiving his degree from 
Oklahoma Panhandle State University 
(OPSU), Joe assumed co-management, 
along with his father, of the family’s 
operation. For 100 years, the operation 
had consisted of Hereford cows, but it 
eventually became a commercial-Angus 
operation, beginning that transition in the 
mid- to late 1970s.

Today’s ranch consists of 1,400 head of 
commercial, spring-calving Angus cows 
that graze 26,000 acres of native range. 
They recently purchased another ranch at 
Unionville, Mo., that consists of 1,640 acres. 
They retain their own replacement heifers, 
and feed their steers and cull heifers at a 
commercial feedlot in Kansas. Believing 
that quality is paramount, the cattle are 
bred for carcass traits and are sold on a grid 
that pays premiums for carcasses that grade 
USDA Prime and qualify for the Certified 
Angus Beef® (CAB®) brand.

The couple has three children, two of 
whom are involved in the operation. Son 
Paul lives near Hardesty, Okla., and is 

directly involved with the ranch. Daughter 
Margie lives on the ranch and keeps the 
records. Oldest daughter Katie lives in 
Evergreen, Colo., and is an attorney with 
degrees from Harvard.

Roberts Farms, Corning, Iowa
Owners: Glen and Tom Roberts
Nestled near the rolling hills of 

southwestern Iowa, the Roberts operation 
includes Glen, son Tom and grandson 
Ryan, who together manage the 700-head 
operation. 

Glen and Tom were pork producers 
for several years before they switched to a 
cow-calf operation in 1988. At that time 
they purchased their first Limousin bulls 
and have purchased four or five bulls 
every year. They have developed a trusted 
relationship with their seedstock supplier, 
Leih Limousin, who helps them to add 
new genetics annually to increase weaning 
weight and improve fertility in their 
retained heifers.

The Roberts herd is made up of 500 

Amana Farms Inc., Iowa
Kevin & Penny Bliler, Ill.
Reeves & Betsy Brown, Colo.
Larry & Nickie Buell, Homer & 

Darla Buell, Neb.
Walter Nelson, Va.
Okla. Dept. of Correction Agri-

Services Division, Okla.
Jim & Peggy Price, Wyo.
C.C. “Bo” Torbert, Ala.
Norman Voyles & Family, Ind.
Craig & Margaret White, Iowa 

2001
Henry & Hank Maxey, Va.
Billy H. Bolding, Ala.
Mike & Tom Endress, Ill.
Paul McKie, Kan. 

2000
Bill & Claudia Tucker, Va.
Amana Farms Inc., Iowa
Tony Boothe, Ala.
Glenn Clabaugh, Wyo.
Connie, John & Terri Griffith, Kan.
Frank B. Labato, Colo.
Roger & Sharon Lamont & Doug 

& Shawn Lamont, S.D.
Wayne & Chip Unsicker, Ill. 

1999
Giles Family, Kan.
Mossy Creek Farm, Va.
Glenn Baumann, N.D.

Bill Boston, Ill.
C-J-R Christensen Ranches, Wyo.
Deseret Ranches, Alta., Canada
Ken Fear Jr., Wyo.
Burt Guerrieri, Colo.
Karlen Family, S.D.
Nick & Mary Klintworth, Neb.
Iris, Bill & Linda Lipscomb, Ala.
MW Hereford Ranch, Neb. 

1998
Randy & Judy Mills, Kan.
Mike & Priscilla Kasten, Mo.
Amana Farms Inc., Iowa
Terry & Dianne Crisp, Alta., 

Canada
Doug & Ann Deane, Patricia R. 

Spearman, Colo.
Jim & Carol Faulstich, S.D.
James Gordon Fitzhugh, Wyo.
Holzapfel Family, Calif.
Mike Kitley, Ill.
John B. Mitchell, Va.
Wallace & Donald Schilke, N.D. 

1997
Merlin & Bonnie Anderson, 

Kan.
Joe C. Bailey, N.D.
William R. “Bill” Brockett, Va.
Arnie Hansen, Mont.
Howard McAdams Sr. & Howard 

McAdams Jr., N.C.
Rob Orchard, Wyo.

Bill Peters, Calif.
David Petty, Iowa
Rosemary Rounds & Marc & Pam 

Scarborough, S.D.
Morey & Pat Van Hoecke, Minn.

1996
Virgil & Mary Jo Huseman, Kan.
Jerry & Linda Bailey, N.D.
Kory M. Bierle, S.D.
Mavis Dummermuth, Iowa
Terry Stuart Forst, Okla.
Don W. Freeman, Ala.
Lois & Frank Herbst, Wyo.
M/M George A. Horkan Jr., Va.
David Howard, Ill.
Q.S. Leonard, N.C.
Ken & Rosemary Mitchell, 

Canada
James Sr., Jerry & James Petik, 

S.D.
Ken Risler, Wis.

1995
Joe & Susan Thielen, Kan.
Walter Carlee, Ala.
Nicholas Lee Carter, Ky.
Charles C. Clark Jr., Va.
Greg & Mary Cunningham, Wyo.
Robert & Cindy Hine, S.D.
Walter Jr. & Evidean Major, Ky.
Delhert Ohnemus, Iowa
Olafson Brothers, N.D.
Henry Stone, Calif.

Jack Turnell, Wyo.
Tom Woodard, Texas

1994
Fran & Beth Dobitz, S.D.
Bruce Hall, S.D.
Lamar Ivey, Ala.
Gordon Mau, Iowa
Randy Mills, Kan.
W.W. Oliver, Va.
Clint Reed, Wyo.
Stan Sears, Calif.

1993
Jon Ferguson, Kan.
Andy Bailey, Wyo.
Leroy Beitelspacher, S.D.
Glenn Calbaugh, Wyo.
Oscho Deal, N.C.
Jed Dillard, Fla.
Art Farley, Ill.
Walter Hunsuker, Calif.
Nola & Steve Kleiboeker, Mo.
Jim Maier, S.D.
Bill & Jim Martin, W.Va.
Ian & Alan McKillop, Ont., 

Canada
George & Robert Pingetzer, Wyo.
Timothy D. Sutphin, Va.
James A. Theeck, Texas
Gene Thiry, Man., Canada

CONTINUED ON PAGE 184

@Mayer Ranch of Guymon, Okla., was recognized as a nominee for Commercial Producer of the 
Year. Pictured are (from left) Cowan; Joe Mayer, recipient; and Rutherford.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 184
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spring calvers and 200 fall calvers. They 
have a strict 45-day breeding window using 
a 15:1 cow-to-bull ratio. They purchase 
a few bred heifers per year in addition to 
retaining approximately 60 home-raised 
heifers. Cows are pregnancy-checked, and 
open cows are sent to the market. Steers 
and commercial replacement heifers are 
marketed after an extensive vaccination and 
backgrounding period to ensure the utmost 
quality and health for their customers.

Rosen’s XL Farm, Tuscaloosa, Ala.
Owners: Gordon and Ann Rosen; 

Manager: Miguel Ruiz
Gordon Rosen graduated from high 

school in Fort Sumner, N.M. While in 
Fort Sumner, a father of a friend was the 
manager of the XL ranch. While on the XL 
Ranch in the 1930s, a love of ranching and 
cattle handling was instilled in Gordon. He 
adopted the XL brand for his own cattle 
operation in Tuscaloosa, which he still uses 
today. Gordon Rosen began raising cattle 
in a modest way in 1968 and acquired 
more cattle after expanding his acreage by 
acquiring larger farms. 

He joined the Alabama Beef Cattle 

Improvement Association (AL BCIA) in 
the late 1990s. The AL BCIA program 
provided the basics for recordkeeping and 
the knowledge to improve the performance 
and productivity of his cow herd. Rosen’s 
XL Farm consists of 90 Simmental- and 
Angus-cross cows grazing 340 acres of 
pasture consisting of Bermuda grass, Bahia 
grass and tall fescue; and seasonal grazing 
with planted Marshall ryegrass, crimson 
clover and annual crabgrass. Throughout 
the year, limit-, rotational- and strip-grazing 

are used, as well as stockpiling, to maximize 
forage resources.

A fall calving season to capture market 
advantage for feeder cattle begins in 
late September and goes through early 
December. In the fall of 2012, 82% of the 
cows calved in the first 30 days.

AI has allowed this higher percentage of 
the calf crop to be born early in the calving 
season. With the use of AI, the 2011 calf 
crop was 8.7 days older than the 2010 calf 
crop and produced 23.5 pounds (lb.) of 
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1992
Kopp Family, Ore.
Rary Boyd, Ala.
Charles Daniel, Mo.
Jed Dillard, Fla.
John & Ingrid Fairhead, Neb.
Dale J. Fischer, Iowa
E. Allen Grimes Family, N.D.
Harold, Barbara & Jeff Marshall, 

Pa.
Clinton E. Martin & Sons, Va.
Lloyd & Pat Mitchell, Canada
William Van Tassel, Canada
James A. Theeck, Texas
Aquilla M. Ward, W.Va.
Albert Wiggins, Kan.
Ron Wiltshire, Canada

1991
Dave & Sandy Umbarger, Ore.
J.R. Anderson, Wis.
Mark Barenthsen, N.D.
Ed & Rich Blair, S.D.
Bollman Farms, Ill.
Murray A. Greaves, Canada
Russ Green, Wyo.
John E. Hanson Jr., Calif.
James Hauff, N.D.
Charles & Clyde Henderson, Mo.
Robert A. Nixon & Son, Va.
Reuben & Connee Quinn, S.D.
Ken Stielow, Kan.

James A. Theeck, Texas
Craig Utesch, Iowa

1990
Mike & Diana Hopper, Ore.
Phillip, Patty & Greg Bartz, Mo.
John J. Chrisman, Wyo.
Jon C. Ferguson, Kan.
Les Herbst, Ky.
James & Joan McKinlay, Canada
Gilbert Meyer, S.D.
DuWayne Olson, S.D.
Raymond R. Peugh, Ill.
Lewis T. Pratt, Va.
Ken & Wendy Sweetland,  

Canada
Swen R. Swenson Cattle, Texas

1989
Jerry Adamson, Neb.
J.W. Aylor, Va.
Jerry Bailey, N.D.
James G. Guyton, Wyo.
Kent Koostra, Ky.
Ralph G. Lovelady, Ala.
Thomas McAvoy Jr., Ga.
Bill Salton, Iowa
Lauren & Mel Schuman,  

Calif.
Jim Tesher, N.D.
Joe Thielen, Kan.
Eugene & Ylene Williams, Mo.

1988
Gary Johnson, Kan.
Jerry Adamson, Neb.
C.L. Cook, Mo.
Larry D. Cundall, Wyo.
Lee Eaton, Mont.
Ken, Wayne & Bruce Gardiner, 

Canada
Mac, Don & Joe Griffith, Ga.
Dick & Phyllis Henze, Minn.
Frederick M. Mallory, Calif.
John McDaniel, Ala.
C.J. & D.A. McGee, Ill.
William A. Stegner, N.D.
Stevenson Family, Ore.
William E. White, Ky.

1987
Rodney G. Oliphant, Kan.
Gene Adams, Ga.
Jerry Adamson, Neb.
Oscar Bradford, Ala.
Frank Disterhaupt, Minn.
Hugh & Pauline Maize, S.D.
R.J. Mawer, Canada
P.T. McIntire & Sons, Va.
David A. Reed, Ore.

1986
Charles Fariss, Va.
Kenneth Bentz, Ore.
Dennis & Nancy Daly, Wyo.
Carl & Fran Dobitz, S.D.
David J. Forster, Calif.
Danny Geersen, S.D.

Gary Johnson, Kan.
David & Bev Lischka,  

Canada
Ralph G. Lovelady, Ala.
Ramon H. Oliver, Ky.
Kay Richardson, Fla.
Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Watts, N.C.

1985
Glenn Harvey, Ore.
George & Thelma Boucher, 

Canada
Harley Brockel, S.D.
Kent Brunner, Kan.
John Maino, Calif.
Delmer & Joyce Nelson, Ill.
Ernie Reeves, Va.
John R. Rouse, Wyo.
Bob & Sheri Schmidt, Minn.
Milton Wendland, Ala.

1984
Bob & Sharon Beck, Ore.
Norman Coyner & Sons, Va.
Franklyn Esser, Mo.
Leonard Fawcett, S.D.
Fred & Lee Kummerfeld,  

Wyo.
Edgar Lewis, Mont.
Boyd Mahrt, Calif.
Neil Moffat, Canada
William H. Moss Jr., Ga.
Dennis P. Solvie, Minn.
Robert P. Stewart, Kan.
Charlie Stokes, N.C.

Honor Roll CONTINUED FROM PAGE 183

@Rosen’s XL Ranch of Tuscaloosa, Ala., was recognized as a nominee for Commercial Producer of 
the Year. Pictured are (from left) Cowan; Gordon Rosen, recipient; and Rutherford.
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additional weight per calf with an average 
daily gain of 2.7 lb. from birth to 205-day 
weight collection. This herd’s success was 
achieved through careful selection for both 
culling and replacements, extensive use of 
AI, utilization of a forage-based program 
and, of course, meticulous recordkeeping. 
Rosen’s XL Farm has also been honored 
with earning numerous AL BCIA Gold Star 
Cow Awards.

Wood Ranch, Coleman, Oklahoma
Owner: Dell Wood; Manager: Rusty 

Daniel 
Rusty Daniel has managed all cattle 

operations at the Wood Ranch since 2005. 
The ranch consists of several properties 
totaling 3,550 acres around Wapanucka, 
Okla. There are approximately 475 Angus 
and Angus-crossbred cows and 20 terminal 
Charolais bulls.

Cows calve in a 75-day period starting 
the end of January through the first of 
April. In a typical year, hay is fed for two 
to three months and is purchased off the 
ranch. Feed supplementation is provided 
as needed based on body condition score 
(BCS), and mineral is provided free-choice. 
Supplementation costs are less than $100 
per cow in a normal year. 

During the growing season, cows are 

rotationally grazed to best utilize the forage 
resources. The forage base is predominately 
Bermuda grass overseeded with ryegrass 
and scattered fescue. 

Cows are vaccinated according to a herd 
health plan that was developed with the 
assistance of the Noble Foundation and 
herd veterinarian. Calves are vaccinated 
according to the requirements of the 
Integrity Beef Alliance. 

All calves are retained after weaning and 
backgrounded to the point that cost of gain 

equals the value of gain, typically around 
750-850 lb. Least-cost rations are developed 
by a Noble Foundation livestock consultant 
and bulk feed is purchased to decrease costs. 
Calves are marketed directly to the feedlot, 
and performance and carcass data are 
returned to the ranch. 

Editor’s Note: The above bios were provided 
courtesy of the Beef Improvement Federation.

 

1983
Al Smith, Va.
Kent Brunner, Kan.
Tom Chrystal, Iowa
John Freitag, Wis.
Eddie Hamilton, Ky.
Bill Jones, Mont.
Harry & Rick Kline, Ill.
Charlie Kopp, Ore.
Duwayne Olson, S.D.
Ralph Pederson, S.D.
Ernest & Helen Schaller, Mo.
John Spencer, Calif.
Bud Wishard, Minn.

1982
Sam Hands, Kan.
Lloyd Atchison, Canada
Leonard Bergen, Canada
Larry Campbell, Ky.
Raymond Josephson, N.D.
Milton Krueger, Mo.
Carl Odegard, Mont.
Clarence Reutter, S.D.
William H. Romersberger, Ill.
Earl Schmidt, Minn.
Marvin & Donald Stoker, Iowa

1981
Henry Gardiner, Kan.
Wesley & Harold Arnold, S.D.
G.W. Campbell, Ill.
J.J. Feldman, Iowa
Orin Lamport, S.D.
Dannie O’Connell, S.D.

Oren & Jerry Raburn, Ore.
Jim Russell & Rick Turner, Mo.
Harvey P. Wehri, N.D.
Dan L. Weppler, Mont.
Leonard Wulf, Minn.

1980
Jess Kilgore, Mont.
Ed Disterhaupt, Minn.
Lee Eaton, Mont.
Leo & Eddie Grubl, S.D.
Bill Lee, Kan.
Gordon McLean, N.D.
Paul Moyer, Mo.
Oren & Jerry Raburn, Ore.
Robert & Lloyd Simon, Ill.
Thad Snow, Canada
Roger Winn Jr., Va.

1979
Bert Hawkins, Ore.
Harold & Wesley Arnold, S.D.
Dick Coon, Wash.
Bert Hawkins, Ore.
Myron Hoeckle, N.D.
Morris Kuschel, Minn.
Steve McDonnell, Mont.
Ralph Neill, Iowa
Jerry Northcutt, Mo.
Norman, Denton & Calvin 

Thompson, S.D.
Doug Vandermyde, Ill.

1978
Mose Tucker, Ala.

Victor Arnaud, Mo.
Dean Haddock, Kan.
Charles M. Jarecki, Mont.
Jimmy G. McDonnal, N.C.
Ron & Malcolm McGregor, Iowa
Todd Osteross, N.D.
Otto Uhrig, Neb.
Arnold Wyffels, Minn.

1977
Mary & Stephen Garst, Iowa
Maynard Crees, Kan.
Ray Franz, Mont.
Forrest H. Ireland, S.D.
John A. Jameson, Ill.
Leo Knoblauch, Minn.
Jack Pierce, Idaho

1976
Ron Baker, Ore.
John Blankers, Minn.
Dick Boyle, Idaho
James D. Hackworth, Mo.
John Hilgendorf, Minn.
Kahau Ranch, Hawaii
Milton Mallery, Calif.
Roberth Rawson, Iowa
William A. Stegner, N.D.
U.S. Range Experiment Station, 

Mont.

1975
Gene Gates, Kan.
John Blankers, Minn.
Paul Burdett, Mont.

Oscar Burroughs, Calif.
John R. Dahl, N.D.
Eugene Duckworth, Mo.
V.A. Hills, Kan.
Robert D. Keefer, Mont.
Kenneth E. Leistritz, Neb.

1974
Lloyd Nygard, N.D.
Lloyd DeBruycker, Mont.
Henry Gardiner, Kan.
Johnson Bros., S.D.
Dave Matti, Mont.
Marshall McGregor, Mo.
Gene Rambo, Calif.
Eldon Wiese, Minn.
Jim Wolf, Neb.

1973
Pat Wilson, Fla.
Stephen Garst, Iowa
John Glaus, S.D.
Max Kiner, Wash.
Elmer Maddox, Okla.
Clifford Ouse, Minn.
Sig Peterson, N.D.
Donald Schott, Mont.
J.K. Sexton, Calif.

1972
Chan Cooper, Mont.
Broadbent Bros., Ky.
Alfred B. Cobb Jr., Mont.
Lyle Eivens, Iowa
Jess Kilgore, Mont.

@Wood Ranch of Coleman, Okla., was recognized as a nominee for Commercial Producer of the 
Year. Pictured are (from left) Cowan; Rusty Daniel, manager, Wood Ranch; and Rutherford.


