
but wonder if each player is thinking “the last 
game can’t get here soon enough.” For the 
players’ sakes, I hope last night was a fluke 
and that their season was not like this all year.

Hey, Coach …
As parents and mentors for our juniors, 

you have a chance to coach our youth 
through junior projects, be it showing a 
heifer or competing in quiz bowl, public 
speaking or team fitting. I hope you do so in 
a manner that will instill a passion for Angus 
cattle, the cattle business and the community 
that we form. 

Thinking back to the game last night, one 
of their players was an exceptional talent, but 
I wonder if he will enjoy the game enough to 
want to pursue it at the next level. If he does, 
I hope he can find a coach that will help him 
enjoy the game enough to realize his full 
potential as an individual player. More than 
that, I hope he finds a coach that will help 
him enjoy being part of a team that plays 
beyond their individual skills because they 
play for each other.
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   Angus Stakes
            @by Shauna Rose Hermel, editorPE
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What kind of coach are you?
I went to a high school basketball game last night. The opposing team played pretty 

well. They ran their plays robotically. There were no glory hounds. They were in position 
on defense, always watching the ball, and they had a pretty good knack for jumping in and 
taking the ball away. They put more points — quite a few more points — on the board than 
we did; yet, if I had a child, I would not have let him or her play for that coach.

EMAIL: shermel@angus.media
@Angus_Shauna

Passionate or obnoxious?
Throughout the entire game, their head 

coach barked names and orders from the 
sideline — actually from the court, though I 
didn’t think that was legal. Even with their 
team up nearly 20 points, the barking was 
nonstop and every small error in what they 
did was critiqued loud enough for everyone 
in the gymnasium to hear.

I figured we would play better the second 
half, and we did. Switching ends of the court 
allowed our team to play offense without the 
incessant yelling at arm’s length. You could 
see our team relax a bit, which helped. We 
did close the gap — to within nine points. A 
technical on one of their players helped bring 
us five points closer.

Don’t get me wrong. You know I’m 
competitive, and I love watching teams 
grounded in the basics play disciplined 
basketball. I loved watching Bo Ryan’s teams 
play at the University of Wisconsin. It was 

team ball — intense; passionate; playing as a 
team to optimize use of each individual’s 
strengths and compensate for any 
weaknesses. With rare exceptions, his players 
realized that functioning as a team gives you 
more victories over the course of a season, 
and I think his teams played for each other.

There’s a difference between coaching and 
browbeating. I can’t say Coach Ryan was 
always quiet on the sideline, but when he got 
stirred up there was a reason for it. It wasn’t a 
constant harping. His passion and joy for the 
game were obvious, and they were shared by 
his players. Because of that, I think he 
improved the skillset of each of his players 
more than they would have improved in 
another system.

Last night, I didn’t see a single one of the 
opposing team’s players crack a smile the 
whole game. They won the conference title, 
but did they care? With just a couple games 
to play before the district playoffs, I can’t help 




