
Day of impact 
Do you remember where you were when 

you first heard the news? I remember former 
artist Christy Benigno coming into the office 
that morning shaken from hearing reports 
on the radio that the World Trade Center 
had been hit. At first, I thought it was a hoax, 
but looking at our computer monitors and 
seeing the images of the building’s collapse 
via the Internet proved it was no “War of the 
Worlds” gimmick.

While the physical damage was 1,200 
miles away from Saint Joseph, we felt the 
impact in unison with fellow Americans 
across the country. How quickly our lives 
and our circumstances can change. How 
thankful we are to the servicemen and 
women who protect us and our borders on a 
daily basis — whether in the military, a fire 
station, an ambulance or a taxi cab. 

We need anniversaries to remind us that it 
was not a movie like Training Day or A 
Knight’s Tale to be pulled from the shelf and 

watched when we’re in the 
mood; it was indeed real. The 
feeling of safety we have today, 
the freedoms we enjoy and the 
opportunities we see before us 
are not free. If we become 
complacent, those privileges will 
erode.

Each day a gift
It also reinforces that each day 

is a precious gift that is not to be taken for 
granted. I’ll share one of my favorite 
inspirational messages from Successories: 

Essence of a new day: 
This is the beginning of a new day. 
You have been given this day to use as you will. 
You can waste it or use it for good. 
What you do today is important because you 

are exchanging a day of your life for it. 
When tomorrow comes, this day will be gone 

forever; 

in its place is something that you have left 
behind … 

let it be something good. 

As a young person, time seems limitless. It 
takes forever to reach our 16th birthday and 
get wheels. Then we can’t wait to graduate, to 
go on to college, to find that special someone, 
to turn 21, to get married, to have children 
… Yet at some point in time we begin to 
realize time is finite. With graduation comes 
a limit to the time we have with our 
classmates. If we go on to college or marry 

outside the community, we 
realize time with friends and 
family back home is short. 
Events like 9/11 remind us 
we don’t control the game 
clock

How we react to these 
adjustments in life sets the 
tone for the future. 
Hopefully, the challenges 
strengthen our faith. 
Hopefully, the experience 
makes us wiser. Hopefully, 

realization that time is limited helps us to 
appreciate this day forward and consider our 
priorities in life.

My thanks to an amazing team that 
purposely traded several days of their lives to 
compile the information, advertising and 
inserts in this package. We hope you enjoy it.
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Each day is precious
As I pull this column together, we have just observed the 15th anniversary of the Sept. 11, 

2001, terrorist attacks on American soil. It is amazing how soon we put such events behind 
us only to take that feeling of safety, freedom and opportunity for granted.
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