
Side stories
We appreciate the luxury of a book this 

size to be able to bring you a few of those side 
stories that make the NJAS the meaningful 
event that it is. Though it may not seem like it 
to the contestant at the time, 
of far greater importance than 
the final placing is the story 
that surrounds it. 

Consider the young boy 
whose family started in the 
Angus business less than 200 
miles from and 25 years after George Grant 
brought those first legendary Angus bulls to 
Victoria, Kan. Family tragedy forced a 
dispersal of that herd, but Ross Wingert’s 
father rekindled the Angus tradition, 
enabling Ross to show at his second junior 
national this year. See the story on page 217.

Then there’s the story of three young girls 
from Illinois who teamed up successfully to 
show their marketing skills. Adding a fourth 
team member this year, they mustered a 
three-peat in the team sales competition. See 
the story on page 126.

Part of the purpose of the NJAS contests is 
to develop life skills for those youth willing to 
participate. Perhaps nowhere are those skills 
as readily apparent as in their own words. 

Many of the winning creative writing (see 
page 149) and prepared speaking (page 138) 
entries would warrant being Angus Journal 
stories in their own right. With topics ranging 
from who or what sparked their interest in 

the National Junior Angus 
Association (NJAA) to the 
current cow inventory and its 
effect on the beef industry, 
their stories show the depth of 
interest and depth of 
knowledge youth in the Angus 

breed accumulate through their 
participation.

The story of attachment between young 
showmen and their show animals is a 
common thread in the barn. Though each 
has its own twist, they jointly show the 
affection and responsibility owners feel for 
the animals in their care. Brooke Haas and 
her family took that to another level, 
showing extreme perseverance in helping a 
heifer injured in a freak accident recuperate 
to stand in the ring in Kansas City (see  
page 78). 

It was no accident that we coupled the 
NJAS coverage with the “Animal Care and 
Well-being” theme. To support our second 
theme, our writers have presented articles 

ranging from general tips to improve cow 
well-being (252) to tips on cattle handling 
(257, 264) and facility design (260) to low-
stress hoof trimming (262). While we didn’t 
label them as part of the theme, the stories on 
building and maintaining a pond (247) and 
on evaluating hair-shedding patterns (242) 
could certainly fall under the animal well-
being label.

Use the “Year in Review” beginning on 
page 315 to revisit the feature stories we 
published from August 2012 through August 
2013. Combine them with a dozen columns 
each of “Vet Call,” “Ridin’ Herd” and “Angus 
Advisor” and the like, and it’s a pretty 
information-packed offering. If you have a 
digital subscription, you can access complete 
issues online back to October 2012 — even if 
you just started your subscription last week. 
If you are not subscribed to the digital 
edition, you can subscribe online at  
www.angusjournal.com.

Don’t take tick bites for granted
In May 2012, Troy Smith wrote an article 

on Q Fever, a rare disease carried by ticks. My 
family revisited that article recently as my dad 
was diagnosed with the disease and my 
brother was diagnosed with Rocky Mountain 
Spotted Fever. Testing of the entire family has 
revealed titers of Lyme disease, Q Fever, 
Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever and 
anaplasmosis.

These tick-borne diseases are easily treated 
if diagnosed in time, but they may not be as 
rare as once thought. If you have a question 
about a tick bite, err on the side of caution 
because without early treatment, the results 
can be serious. To learn more about tick-
borne diseases, visit www.cdc.gov/ticks/
diseases/.
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   Angus Stakes
            @by Shauna Rose Hermel, editor

A book full
Each trailer headed to Kansas City, Mo., for the National Junior Angus Show (NJAS) 

carried with it a different story — first-generation Angus projects, fifth-generation 
showmen, flat tires, personal triumphs, family tradition, friendships established and 
friendships rekindled.
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