
Angus producers, friends honored
Several Angus producers, seedstock and 

commercial, were honored, along with many 
friends in academia and industry. American 
Angus Association Director Leo McDonnell, 
Montana, joined Sally Buxkemper and 
Donald Franke in receiving BIF’s Pioneer 
Award. The award honors those who have 
had a major role in acceptance of 
performance reporting and documentation as 
the primary means to make genetic change in 
beef cattle.

Brian McCulloh of Wisconsin, Tom Field 
of Colorado, Larry Olson of South Carolina 
and Stephen Hammack of Texas were 
honored with the Continuing Service Award. 

BEEF magazine’s Burt Rutherford was 
presented the BIF Ambassador Award for his 
efforts in spreading news of BIF and its 
principles to a larger audience.

Maddux Cattle Co., Wauneta, Neb., was 
named Commercial Producer of the Year and 
V8 Ranch of Boling, Texas, was named 
Seedstock Producer of the Year. We carried 
short bios of the nominees for these two 
awards in the May Angus Journal.

Each year since 1994, two graduate 
students have been recognized with Frank 
Baker Scholarship awards for their winning 
essays. Kristina Weber, a doctoral candidate in 
animal biology studying under Alison Van 
Eenennaam at the University of California–
Davis, and Jeremy Howard, a graduate 
student at the University of Nebraska–Lincoln 
studying under Matthew Spangler, won this 
award.

Since 2010, BIF has annually recognized 
two students who have made a significant 
commitment and shown passion for the 
industry with scholarships. This year’s Roy A. 
Wallace Memorial Scholarship winners were 
Natalie Laubner, Kansas State University, and 
Ky Pohler, University of Missouri. 

Writeups on the winners, as well as honor 
rolls of past winners, are available on the 
Awards page at www.bifconference.com/
bif2012/awards.html.

Leadership for coming year
Several Angus members and staff were also 

elected to BIF leadership. The board of 
directors consists of: 

@ officers: Mark Cowan, Texas, president; 
Steve Whitmire, North Carolina, vice 
president; Joe Cassady, North Carolina, 
executive director; Twig Marston, 
Nebraska, historian; 

@ regional secretaries: Mark Enns, 
Colorado; Jane Parish, Mississippi; Bob 
Weaber, Kansas;

@ breed association representatives: Larry 
Keenan, Red Angus; Sally Northcutt, 
Angus; Chris Shivers, Brahman; Robert 
Williams, Charolais; Susan Willmon, 
Gelbvieh;

@ producer representatives: Craig Beiber, 
South Dakota; Donnell Brown, Texas; Joe 
Hampton, North Carolina; Barry Horsley, 
Oklahoma; Steve Munger, South Dakota; 
Marty Ropp, Illinois;

@ other representation: Larry Mehlhoff, 
Montana, past president; John Paterson, 
National Cattlemen’s Beef Association; 
Doug Frank, National Association of 
Animal Breeders; Byron Templeton, 
Canadian Beef Breeds Council; Mike Tess, 
USDA Extension; and Mark Thallman, 
USDA Ag Research.

Program highlights
The BIF symposium program always 

features cutting-edge research affecting 
genetic improvement of beef cattle. We’ll 
feature some coverage in upcoming months, 
but online coverage is available in the 
Newsroom at www.bifconference.com/
bif2012/newsroom.html. There you will find 
summaries, proceedings, PowerPoints and 
supporting materials provided by the authors 
for most of the sessions. In the coming 
weeks, we’ll also post some video interviews, 
and audio of the sessions courtesy of site 
sponsor LiveAuctions.tv.
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   Angus Stakes
              @by Shauna Rose Hermel, editor

A few highlights from BIF
In April due to its southern location, the annual Beef Improvement Federation (BIF) 

symposium seemed to come and go before we knew it. Our Texas hosts showed us 
Southern hospitality at its best, and the program featured issues ranging from feed 
efficiency to epigentics to what genetic tools nominees for producer of the year found 
most instrumental in their success. Find coverage in the Newsroom, Awards and Photos 
pages of www.BIFconference.com.
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