
What is AngusSource?
Jared Murnin: AngusSource is a

marketing program that identifies Angus-
sired cattle. It identifies the group age and the
ranch of origin of the cattle. Cattle that are
enrolled in the program are identified by the
official AngusSource tag.

Ty Groshans: The AngusSource program
was created to enhance the value of Angus-
sired feeder cattle and replacement females
by providing valuable genetic, source and
age information to buyers. To be eligible for
the AngusSource program, cattle must be
sired by a registered Angus bull, enrolled by
the ranch of origin and have a known group
age.

Individual birth dates are not required. All
cattle enrolled together will have a group age
of the first day of the month of birth of the

oldest calf. So, if the first calf was
born in September 2005,

all calves would have a group age of Sept. 1,
2005.

Enrolled cattle are identified with an
AngusSource tag. Visual tags are available for
$1 per head, and radio frequency
identification (RFID) matched-pair sets are
available for $3.25. Cattle must be wearing an
AngusSource tag to be recognized within the
program.

How is the information documented with
the AngusSource program?

Groshans: An AngusSource Document
listing the genetic, source and group age
information of the “lot” (group of cattle
enrolled together) is created for all cattle
enrolled in AngusSource. This document can
be printed off by the producer and presented
to potential buyers, or buyers can request the
document directly from the Association if
they do not receive it at the time of sale.

In addition, producers have the
opportunity to document additional process
and management practices by customizing
the AngusSource Document for feeder cattle
and/or replacement females. This customized
document for use in marketing can include
information such as vaccination history, past
feedyard data, breeding information, and sale
location and date.

What marketing support is offered
through AngusSource?

Groshans: The AngusSource program
provides producers an opportunity to get
paid for what they are producing. Angus
genetics are in demand. By identifying cattle
as Angus, producers can differentiate their
cattle from other black-hided cattle. Source
and age information is increasingly
important in today’s market. AngusSource
allows producers to document all this
information with one easy-to-use program
and then market their cattle as genetics-,
source- and age-verified.

If a producer customizes the AngusSource
document and includes sale information, the
cattle are listed online and the information is
sent via e-mail to more than 400 potential
buyers.

We are continuing to work to educate
feedyards, order buyers and packers about
the program and the value of cattle enrolled.

We are working with auction
markets, video auctions and state

associations to establish special
AngusSource sales.

If AngusSource is a
program for commercial
cattle, why should I, as a
seedstock producer, be
interested in it?

Jerry Cassady: The
American Angus
Association has offered the
AngusSource program to
provide a marketing
program allowing
producers to verify source,

group age and genetic information to
potential customers. Although the program
is less than 2 years old, it has enjoyed
excellent acceptance, with more than 83,000
head of cattle enrolled.

AngusSourceSM provides customer service
As the need for source and genetic information continues to grow in the beef cattle

industry, more and more producers are turning to the AngusSourceSM program. Enrollment
in the program, which provides valuable source, genetic, age and management
information, has increased 75% in the past year. American Angus Association regional
managers and Ty Groshans, assistant director of commercial programs, offer insight about
how producers can best utilize the program.
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AngusSource has
been designed for
feeder calves and
replacement females
who are sired by
registered Angus bulls.
You as a seedstock
producer are the source
of the registered Angus
bulls in this equation. Whether you are
selling and transferring registered Angus
bulls to the commercial sector or raising
commercial feeder calves and replacement
females, you need to become familiar with
the AngusSource program and how its
potential benefits can assist your operation.

Many have used the program as a selling
tool to attract buyers to their bull sales, even
offering to pay a percentage of the
subsequent enrollment fee. As national
identification (ID), source verification and
age verification become standard
production practices,
programs like AngusSource
will become more important
and benefit seedstock and commercial
producers alike.

How does the BIR tag differ from the
AngusSource tag?

David Mullins: The
Beef Improvement
Records (BIR) tag is a
standard RFID tag. This
option allows
producers to purchase
tags for those cattle
that do not fit the
specifications for the
AngusSource tagging program. The
BIR tag allows producers to take advantage of
the efficiencies RFID technology offers,
regardless of the breed makeup of their cattle.

Have seedstock and/or commercial
producers used AngusSource tags 
in your region?

Murnin: Some seedstock producers in my
area have reimbursed their bull customers for
the cost of the tags. This has helped these
seedstock producers provide another service
to their customers. Also, some producers
have used the program to identify and
market Angus-sired replacement females
with great success.

Cassady: Yes, and it
has been very
successful. However, I
realize that my region
has not yet utilized the
AngusSource program
to its fullest extent.
New programs take
time to grow and

reach their designed potential. AngusSource
has been no exception. I do feel that few
programs have ever been offered with more
potential or have added as much value to the
registration paper as the AngusSource
program.

How can Angus breeders make better use
of the AngusSource program for their
customer?

Murnin: Angus producers can use this
program to help their customers pool feeder

calves to make load lots.
They can also use this
program to help their
customers market and
receive a premium for
replacement-quality females.
This could help Angus
producers by giving them an
added service to their valued
customers by giving their

customers some
assistance in marketing

calves sired by their
bulls.

Mullins: For years,
purebred producers have

struggled to find more effective
methods of assisting and

communicating with their
commercial bull buyers. Currently, there are
a few seedstock producers who are offering
their bull customers a reimbursement for the
price of the AngusSource tags that are placed
in the calves sired by their bulls. This allows
the purebred breeder the opportunity to visit
with their customers and gather information
about sire groups and possible genetic
decisions that may be more beneficial down
the road. In turn, if these tags create
increased revenue or new marketing
opportunities for the commercial bull buyer,
then they will likely return to purchase
additional bulls in the future.

REGIONAL MANAGERS
REGION 1

New Mexico, Texas
JARED MURNIN

1133C Yeoman’s Rd., Abilene, TX 79602
(816) 390-7092 jmurnin@angus.org

REGION 2
Iowa, Missouri
DON LAUGHLIN

36327 Monarch Trail, Guilford, MO 64457-9444
(660) 652-3500 laughlin@angus.org

REGION 3
Alabama, Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi

RICHARD DYAR
1633 CR 104, Crossville, AL 35962
(256) 659-6305 rdyar@angus.org

REGION 4
Florida, Georgia, North & South Carolina

DAVID GAZDA
1985 Morton Rd., Athens, GA 30605
(706) 227-9098 dgazda@angus.org

REGION 5
Kentucky, Ohio, Tennessee

CHUCK GROVE
1919 Goshen Rd., Forest, VA 24551
(434) 525-4687 cgrove@angus.org

REGION 6
Kansas, Oklahoma
MATT CALDWELL

14937 KS Hwy. 152, LaCygne, KS 66040
(913) 757-2600 mcaldwell@angus.org

REGION 7
Delaware, Maryland, New England States, 

New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, 
Virginia, West Virginia

DAVID MULLINS
1579 Fairfax Pike, White Post, VA 22663

(540) 869-6220 dmullins@angus.org

REGION 8
Minnesota, North & South Dakota

VERN FREY
107 Fourth Ave. N.W., Towner, ND 58788

(701) 537-5383 vfrey@angus.org

REGION 9
Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin

JERRY CASSADY
1408 E. Heather Dr., Mahomet, IL 61853

(217) 586-2009 jcassady@angus.org

REGION 10
Alaska, Montana, Wyoming

ANDY REST
6948 Pony Circle, Shepherd, MT 59079

(406) 254-7576 arest@angus.org

REGION 11
Hawaii, Idaho, Oregon, Utah, Washington

ROD WESSELMAN
PO Box 746, Moses Lake, WA 98837

(509) 765-9219 rwesselman@angus.org

REGION 12
Arizona, California, Nevada

JOHN DICKINSON
Apt. 524, 4200 E. Commerce Way

Sacramento, CA 95834
(916) 285-8621 jdickinson@angus.org

REGION 13
Colorado, Nebraska

MATT PRINTZ
9865 85th Rd., Elm Creek, NE 68836-9767

(308) 856-0070 mprintz@angus.org

For more information about the
AngusSourceSM program, visit

www.angussource.org,
or call the American Angus

Association at (816) 383-5100.
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