
S o u t h east Reg i o n
by John Hall , Vi rginia Tech, jbhall @ v t.ed u
Sp ri ng- cal vi ng herds
•G i ve pre wea n i ng inje c t i o ns to ca l ves n o t

a l read y wea n e d .
•Wean ca l ves t h is month or ea r l y n ex t m o n t h .
•Co m m e rcia l p ro d u ce rs s h o uld ma r ke t ca l ves

t h rough a va l u e -added mea ns su ch as yo u r
sta te ce rtified feeder ca l f p ro g ram or
A ng us S o u rceSM.

•Ma ke arra nge m e n t s for ba ckg ro un d i ng ca l ves. 
•Feed re pla ce m e n t h e i fe rs to gain 1.5 poun ds

( lb.) to 1.75 lb. per day, or use the Ta rge t
We i g h t method to ca l cula te ra te of ga i n .

•M o n i tor bulls on test. 
•P reg na n c y- ch e ck cows .
•Condition sco re and weigh cows a t wea n i ng

and sepa ra te thin cows. Don’t fo rge t to re co rd
b o d y condition sco re (BCS) on Ang us H e rd
I m p rove m e n t Re co rds (AHIR) fo r m s .

•Cull open, old and ve ry thin cows; ch e ck fe e t ,
legs, udd e rs and eyes .

•S wi tch to high-ma g n esium (Mg) minera ls to
p re ve n t g rass te ta ny. 

•I nve n to ry feed su ppl i esand secu re feed fo r
wi n te r.

Fall - cal vi ng herds
•Continue ca l vi ng. 

•M ove preg na n t h e i fe rs and ea r l y- ca l vi ng cows
to ca l vi ng area about t wo we e ks b e fo re due
da te .

•C h e ck cows t h ree to four times per day, and
ch e ck h e i fe rs m o re often — assist ea r l y i f
n e e d e d .

•Keep ca l vi ng area clean and move hea l t hy pa i rs
o u t to la rge pastu res t h ree days a fter ca l vi ng. 

•Condition sco re cows a t ca l vi ng; pla n
n u t r i t i o n / g ra zi ng pro g ram based on BCS. 

•Tag all ca l ves a t bi rth; cast ra te ma le ca l ves i n
co m m e rcia l h e rds .

•G i ve selenium (Se) pl us vi tamin E and vi ta m i n
A and D inje c t i o ns to newborn ca l ves .

•Feed yo ung cows ex t ra energy a fter ca l vi ng ;
some pro tein may be needed also if go o d
pastu re is n o t a va ila ble. Cows ca l vi ng at a BCS
o f less t han 5 (on a 9-point sca le) should
re ce i ve sp e cia l n u t r i t i o na l a t te n t i o n .

•Keep high-quality, high-ma g n esium, high-
s e lenium minera ls a va ila ble .

•Re p ro d u c t i ve tra c t sco re (RTS) and measu re
p e l vi c a reas on yea r l i ng re pla ce m e n t h e i fe rs ;
RTS s h o uld be 3 or bette r, and pelvi c a reas
s h o uld be grea ter than 150 sq u a re
ce n t i m e te rs ( sq. cm ) .

•Pu rchase est r us s yn ch ro n i zation su ppl i es ;
line up art i f i cia l i ns e m i nation (AI) te ch n i cia n
or AI su ppl i es .

Fall - cal vi ng herds a t ris k for grass te ta ny
In areas w h e re ple n t i ful ra i n fa ll has

o ccu r red, co n d i t i o ns made exce lle n t pastu re
t h is fa ll. Howe ve r, the same co n d i t i o ns t ha t
crea te this l ush pastu re also re d u ce
ma g n esium le ve ls. In addition, we ll - fe rt il i ze d
pastu re can exa ce r ba te the problem. Pro d u ce rs
with fa ll - ca l vi ng herds s h o uld feed a high-
ma g n esium minera l f re e - ch o i ce this fa ll. Cows
in ea r l y la c tation are most susce p t i ble to grass
te ta ny. 

H i g h - ma g n esium minera l su pple m e n t s
s h o uld co n tain 12% to 14% ma g n esium. T h e
m ost common form of ma g n esium is
ma g n esium oxide (MgO). W h ile ma g n esi u m
oxide is an acce p ta ble form of ma g n esium fo r
su pple m e n tation, it is bi t ter and ca us es ca t t le
to decrease minera l i n ta ke. Pro d u ce rs s h o uld
m o n i tor minera l i n ta ke by ca t t le to ensu re they
a re ea t i ng the re commended le ve l i n d i ca ted on
the feed tag. 

Acorn pois o n i ng co uld ca us e
p roble ms t h is fall

Ca t t le will o ften head for wo o ds and wo o d e d
l o t s a ro und the farm in sea rch of g ra zi ng or to
b rowse. Howe ve r, tha t co uld be da nge ro us .
G reen aco r ns a re ple n t i ful t h is yea r. Hung ry
ca t t le love aco r ns t ha t can quickl y p o ison them.
G reen and ripe aco r ns co n tain ga ll o ta n n i ns ,
w h i ch ca use ki d n e y da ma ge and death. T h e re
d o es n o t seem to be as g rea t a problem after a
few ha rd fre e zes. The re d u ced pa la ta bil i t y o f
a co r ns a fter wea t h e r i ng may be pa rt o f t h e
a ns we r. 

To pre ve n t a corn pois o n i ng, ca t t le should be
a ll owed access to abun da n t pastu re and fe n ce d
o u t o f a reas with la rge amoun t s o f oa k t re es
un t il t h is wi n te r. T h e re are few other options, as
o nl y a few poun ds o f a co r ns can ca use enough
da ma ge to kill ca t t le. Outwa rd si g ns o f a co r n
p o is o n i ng are few bu t i n clude we i g h t l oss a n d

A ng us A d vis o r
@OCTOBER h e rd ma na ge m e n t t i ps

1 . I f you ha ve n ’ t been fo rced to wean due to the drought, co nsi d e r
t h ese tips for wea n i ng. Administer pre wea n i ng va cci na t i o ns a t least
t h ree we e ks prior to wea n i ng. Pre wea n i ng va cci na t i o nst y p i ca ll y
i n clude resp i ra to ryva cci n es [ i n fe c t i o usb ovine rhinotra ch e i t is ( I B R ) ,
b ovine vi ra l d ia r r h ea (BV D, Type 1 & 2), bovine resp i ra to ry s yn c y t ia l
vi r us ( B R SV), and pa ra i n f l u e nza-3 (PI3)], seve n - way cl ost r i d ial, and
paste u re lla (now known as Ma n n h eimia haemoly t i ca). Ca l ves
s h o uld be re va cci na ted at wea n i ng for the best h ealth pro te c t i o n .
A dd i t i o na l va cci n es may i n clude le p tosp i rosis ( f i ve st ra i ns) and
H a e m o p h i l u s s o m n u s. Co nsul t your loca l ve te r i na r ian for sp e ci f i c
va cci nation needs in your area. As a l ways, it’s i m p o rta n t to co r re c t l y
ha n d le va cci n es, esp e cia ll y m o d i f i e d - l i ve vi r us ( M LV) va cci n es .
Keep them co ol, out o f d i re c t sunlight, and mix and/or re hyd ra te as
needed. 

Ma ke su re to read pro d u c t la b e ls, and ad m i n ister su b cu ta n e o usl y
( sub-Q) whenever possi ble. Choose va cci n est ha t a re app roved fo r
sub-Q injection. Foll ow beef q u a l i t y assu ra n ce (BQA) guidelines ,
i n cl u d i ng stayi ng in fro n t o f the shoulder to minimize inje c t i o n -si te
ble m is h est ha t may s h ow up la ter when an older anima l is sa l va ge d .
For add i t i o na l i n fo r mation on BQA pro g rams, co n ta c t your sta te beef
o rga n i za t i o ns or the Co o p e ra t i ve Exte nsion servi ce .

2 . Colle c t wea n i ng we i g h t da ta for your entire ca l f crop for su b m issi o n
to your breed ass o ciation, ma ki ng su re you accu ra te l y i d e n t i fy
co n te m p o ra ry g ro u ps. The cu r re n t Be e f I m p rove m e n t Fe d e ra t i o n
(BIF) guidelines define co n te m p o ra ry g ro u psas ca t t le of si m ilar age
( within 90 days) tha t a re of the same breed (or breed co m bi na t i o ns )
and sex and tha t ha ve been ra ised in the same ma na ge m e n t g ro u p.

3 . Als o, co nsider pa rt i ci pa t i ng in a loca l fe e d l o t / ca rcass e va l u a t i o n

p ro g ram with some or all o f your steer ca l ves. Enco u ra ge neighbors
and cu r re n t custo m e rsto pa rt i ci pa te. The fe e d l o t p e rfo r ma n ce and
ca rcass q u a l i t y i n fo r mation ob tained through these test s is
ex t re m e l y va l u a ble, esp e cia ll y as the ma r kets, as we ll as ma r ke t i ng
o pp o rtun i t i es, continue to cha nge. Info r mation on fe e d l o t
p e rfo r ma n ce and ca rcass q u a l i t y will help you ma r ke t ca t t le and
p rovide va l u a ble info r mation if you ch o ose to re tain ow n e rship of
your own ca t t le .

4 . Be ca use of summer ra i ns in pa rt s o f the inte r m o un tain west, lowe r
m ead ows ha ve had a cha n ce to green up, and cow ast h ma
( pul m o na ry e m p hys e ma and edema) may a lso be a co n cern this
yea r. Cow ast h ma is t y p i ca ll y ass o cia ted with a su dden cha nge fro m
d ry pastu res to lush mead ows, where the rumen ba c te r ia pro d u ce a
toxi c co m p o und tha t ca us es an alle rg i c reaction in the lungs .
I o n o p h o res su ch as Ru m e nsi n® and Bova tec® [ a t least 1 5 0 - 2 0 0
m ill i g ra m s ( mg) per head per day] will help pre ve n t t h is si tuation if
i ngested at least one day prior to go i ng on the lush fo ra ge thro u g h
the first week, bu t o ften su pple m e n t s a re not fed un t ilca t t le are
cl oser to home. 

5 . H a ve a ve te r i na r ian ana l y ze fe ca l sa m ples on app roxi ma te l y 5 % -
10% of cows for inte r na l - pa rasi te egg co un t s i f cows or ca l ves ha ve
had access to irriga ted pastu res. Egg co un t s a re n ’ t p e rfect, bu t t h e y
a re proba bl y the best i n d i ca to rs o f pa rasi te loads other tha n
sa m ples ta ken during a necro ps y a fter an anima l d i es. Inte r na l
pa rasi tes a re typica ll y n o t a problem in cows ex te nsi ve l y ma na ge d
on na t i ve ra nge, bu t t h e re may be exce p t i o ns .

6 . I f a ppl i ca ble, re m ove ins e c t i cide ear ta gs a fter the first ha rd fre e ze in
the fa ll to help pre ve n t resista n ce .

Ro cky M o un tain West Reg i o n
by St eve Pa i sley, Un ive r s i t y of Wyoming, s p a i sl ey @ uw y o.ed u
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d ia r r h ea, bu t o ften these are not n o t i ced un t il
other ca t t le in the herd ha ve died. 

M i dsouth Reg i o n
by D avid Lal m an , Oklahoma Sta te Un ive r s i t y,
d l al m a n @ o k sta te .ed u

Sp ri ng- cal vi ng herds
1 . Wean and indivi d u a ll y weigh ca l ves a n d

ad m i n ister booster va cci na t i o ns a cco rd i ng to
the herd health pla n .

2 . I n d i vi d u a ll y weigh, condition sco re and
p reg na n c y- ch e ck cows and bred heife rs .
Va cci na te cows and re pla ce m e n t fe ma les
a cco rd i ng to herd health plan. Co nsi d e r
cull i ng fe ma les t ha t a re open, poor
p ro d u ce rs, or ha ve feet, leg, eye and udd e r
p roblems. 

3 . Re p o rtw h ole herd re co rds to your bre e d
ass o cia t i o n .

4 . Trea t cows and ca l ves for inte r na l a n d
ex te r na l pa rasi tes as re commended by yo u r
ve te r i na r ian. 

5 . D ry, sp r i ng- ca l vi ng cows can gain one full B CS
d u r i ng the fa ll, provided they ha ve access to
h i g h - q u a l i t y fo ra ge or sto ck p iled na t i ve ra nge
and a pro tein su pple m e n t. The equiva le n t o f
0.3-0.4 lb. of su pple m e n ta l p ro tein is usu a ll y
ad e q u a te for cows g ra zi ng abun da n t na t i ve
ra nge during la te October and ea r l y
N ove m b e r. T h is is e q u i va le n t to 1 lb. per day
o f a 32%-40% pro tein pro d u c t or 2 lb. per
day o f a 20% pro tein pro d u c t. Cows g ra zi ng
fe rt il i zed, sto ck p iled fescue; Be r m u da grass ;
or co ol -s eason annual fo ra ges will n o t re q u i re
p ro tein su pple m e n tation. Howe ve r, if cows
a re in ma rg i na l b o d y condition at wea n i ng, 1-
2 lb. per day o f an energy su pple m e n t ( 1 0 % -
16% pro tein) will fa cil i ta te body co n d i t i o n
gain. 

6 . P reg na n t re pla ce m e n t h e i fe rs and growi ng
h e i fer ca l ves may re q u i re more
su pple m e n ta l feed than indica ted above ,
d e p e n d i ng on the pro d u ce r ’ s goa l fo r
p reg na n c y ra te the foll owi ng yea r. Most
pu reb red pro d u ce rs aim for a high
p reg na n c y ra te in re pla ce m e n t h e i fer ca l ves .
T h isgoa l ge n e ra ll y re q u i res m o re
su pple m e n tation or higher- q u a l i t y fo ra ge in
o rder to ach i e ve a minimum of 65% of
ex p e c ted ma tu re body we i g h t by t h e
b eg i n n i ng of the bre e d i ng season. A ra te of
gain of 1.25 to 1.5 lb. per day is ge n e ra ll y
ad e q u a te to ach i e ve this goa l. S o m e
pu reb red bre e d e rs ha ve ch osen to pu t m o re
s e lection pressu re on re p ro d u c t i ve
e f f i ci e n c y. One way to ach i e ve this is to limit
gain of h e i fe rs so they weigh between 55%
and 60% of ex p e c ted ma tu re body we i g h t
by the beg i n n i ng of the bre e d i ng season. A
ra te of gain of 1 lb. to 1.25 lb. per day is
ge n e ra ll y ad e q u a te to ach i e ve this goa l. 

Fall - cal vi ng herds
1 . Continue the newly weaned bulls and heife rs

on the highest q u a l i t y pastu re ava ila ble and
p rovide a su pple m e n t su ch as Okla h o ma
G old (1 lb. per day o f h i g h - p ro te i n
su pple m e n t with an ionophore) for ca t t le
g ra zi ng na t i ve grass pastu re or low - q u a l i t y
Be r m u da grass pastu re. 

2 . Eva l u a te bulls for semen quality and trim
feet, if n e cessa ry.

3 . Pu rchase new herd bulls usi ng ex p e c te d

p ro ge ny d i f fe re n ces ( E P Ds) as ma jo r
s e lection cr i te r ia. Check h isto ry on hea l t h ,
i n cl u d i ng immun i za t i o ns and dis eas es o n
the farm of origin. If p ossi ble, as k to see the
da m s o f bulls you are inte rested in
pu rchasi ng. S e lection for good udder quality
and other desi ra ble fe ma le cha ra c te r ist i cs
b egin with bull and semen pu rchas es .

4 . Cl os e l y m o n i tor la te - ca l vi ng heife rs fo r
p ossi ble ca l vi ng proble m s .

5 . L a c ta t i ng cows g ra zi ng abun da n t na t i ve
ra nge fo ra ge should re ce i ve a minimum of
0.8 lb. per day o f su pple m e n ta l p ro te i n .
Cows g ra zi ng sto ck p iled, fe rt il i zed fescu e ,
Be r m u da grass or co ol -s eason annuals
s h o uld re ce i ve 3-6 lb. of a 12%-20% pro te i n
p roduct, depending on cow co n d i t i o n ,

ge n e t i c p o te n t ia l for mil k p roduction and
fo ra ge quality. 

6 . Yo ung, la c ta t i ng cows ha ve 20%-25% grea te r
su pple m e n ta l n e e ds t han indica ted above .

G e n e ral re co m m e n da t i o ns
1 . See “Ang us A d visor” in the S e p te m b e r

A ng u s J o u rn al for cr i t i ca l m i n e ra l
co nsi d e ra t i o ns in this region. Ca ro te n e ,
w h i ch is the pre cu rsor to vi tamin A in
r u m i na n t a n i ma ls, decl i n esto almost ze ro in
sta n d i ng dorma n t fo ra ge. T h e re fo re, vi ta m i n
su pple m e n tation, sp e ci f i ca ll y vi tamin A, is
cr i t i ca l d u r i ng the fa ll and wi n ter months. 

2 . O c t. 15 is the last da te for trea t i ng ca t t le wi t h
a grubi ci d e .

3 . Beg i n n i ng in la te October or Nove m b e r,
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p rovide su pple m e n ta l feed for bulls on dry
g rass a cco rd i ng to age and condition. 

4 . O ve rseed Be r m u da grass with sma ll g ra i ns .
5 . De lay g ra zi ng of co ol -s eason annuals un t il

pla n t ro o t s a re esta bl is h e d .

M i d west Reg i o n
by Twig Ma r st o n , Ka nsa s Sta te Un ive r s i t y,
t m a r st o n @ o zne t. k su .ed u

Cow herd ma nage m e n t
@P reg na n c y ch e ck .
@Cull cows based on whether they a re :

• o p e n ;
• la te- vs. ea r l y- ca l vi ng ;
• uns o und — udd e r, fe e t and legs, eyes ,

te e t h ;
• un p ro d u c t i ve — most p roba ble pro d u ci ng

a bil i t y ( f rom herd perfo r ma n ce re co rds ) ;
a n d

• o f bad disp osi t i o n .
@P rovide thin cows ( B CS 3-4) ex t ra feed now.

Ta ke ad va n ta ge of wea t h e r, sta ge of
p reg na n c y, lower nutrient re q u i re m e n t s a n d
q u a l i t y fe e dstu f fs .

@ In la te October you may sta rt fe e d i ng
su pple m e n t to ma tu re cows usi ng thes e
g u i d e l i n es :
• D ry g rass — Provide 1-2 lb. per day o f a

40% crude pro tein (CP) su pple m e n t.
• D ry g rass — Give 3-4 lb. per day o f a 20%

CP su pple m e n t.
• D ry g rass and 10 lb. good, nonlegume hay

— no su pple m e n t n e e d e d .
• H e i fe rs may need more su pple m e n t t ha n

older cows. Su pple m e n t n u t r i e n t s t ha t a re
m ost d e f i cient, and co m pa re su pple m e n t s
on the basis o f cost per pound of n u t r i e n t.

@Co n t rol ex te r na l and inte r na l pa rasi tes w h e n
needed; co nsul t with your Exte nsion age n t ,
ve te r i na r ian and su pp o rt- i n d ust ry
re p res e n ta t i ves .

@C h e ck i n d i vi d u a l i d e n t i f i cation (ID) of cows .
Re pla ce lost ta gs or reb ra n d .

@U t il i ze crop resi d u es :
• S t r i p - g ra ze or ro ta te fields to improve

g ra zi ng effici e n c y. 
• G ra ze cows o f a ve ra ge body condition at 1 -

2 acres per cow for 30 days, assu m i ng
n o r ma l wea t h e r.

@Co nsider fe e d i ng cull cows to increase va l u e
and body we i g h t and to util i ze ch ea p
fe e dstu f fs .

@Va cci na te cows a cco rd i ng to yo u r
ve te r i na r ia n ’ s re co m m e n da t i o ns .

Cal f ma nage m e n t
@Wean ca l ves usi ng the foll owi ng guidelines :

• Re d u ce st ress by p rovi d i ng a clean, dust-
f ree, co m fo rta ble envi ro n m e n t.

• P rovide a ba la n ced nutritiona l p ro g ram to
p ro m o te we i g h t gain and hea l t h .

• Obs e rve feed and wa ter inta ke. Hea l t hy,
p roble m - f ree ca l ves ha ve good app e t i tes
and drink ad e q u a te amoun t s o f wa te r.

• Obs e rve ca l ves f re q u e n t l y. Ea r l y d e te c t i o n
o f si ck n ess re d u ces m e d i ca l cost s a n d
p e rfo r ma n ce loss es .

• Va cci na te ca l ves and co n t rol i n te r na l a n d

ex te r na l pa rasi tes with ve te r i na ry
co nsul tation (idea ll y done prior to
wea n i ng ) .

• Va cci na te all re pla ce m e n t- h e i fe r
ca n d i da tes for bruce ll osis ( Ba ng ’ s
d is ease) if 4-10 months o f a ge .

• Use impla n t s and feed add i t i ves to
i m p rove effici e n t a n i ma l p e rfo r ma n ce .

@Weigh all ca l ves i n d i vi d u a ll y. T ha t a ll ows fo r
co r re c t s o rt i ng, herd cull i ng, growi ng
p ro g rams, re pla ce m e n t- h e i fer selection and
ma r ke t i ng pla ns .

@Pa rt i ci pa te in na t i o na l - le ve l b re e d -
ass o ciation perfo r ma n ce pro g rams, Cow
H e rd App ra isa l Pe rfo r ma n ce S o ft wa re
( C H A PS) or another ra n ch - re co rd syste m .

@F i na l i ze pla ns to mercha n d ise ca l ves or to
ba ckg ro und them through yea r l i ng or
f i n is h i ng pro g rams. Co nsider fe e dstu f f
a va ila bil i t y, and rea l i ze tha t l i m i t- fe e d i ng
h i g h - co n ce n t ra te diets may be a pro f i ta ble
fe e d i ng pro g ra m .

@S e le c t re pla ce m e n t h e i fe rson the foll owi ng
cr i te r ia :
• Born ea r l y in the ca l vi ng season. T ha t

s h o uld increase the number of yea r l i ng
h e i fe rs b red during the ea r l y days o f t h e
su bs e q u e n t b re e d i ng seas o n .

• D a u g h te rs o f a b ove -a ve ra ge - p ro d u ci ng
cows. Pe rfo r ma n ce tra i t s a re modera te l y
h e r i ta ble .

• Of the proper frame si ze to co m ple m e n t
the desi red ma tu re si ze and we i g h t.

• S t r u c tu ra ll y co r re c t. Avoid bre e d i ng udd e r,
fe e t and leg proble m s i n to your herd .

@Va cci na te re pla ce m e n t h e i fe rs with the first
ro und of vi ra l va cci n es .

@P lan a re pla ce m e n t- h e i fer nutrition pro g ra m
so heife rs will be at their ta rge t we i g h t ( 6 5 %
o f their ma tu re weight) by the sta rt o f t h e
b re e d i ng seas o n .

Fo rage and pastu re ma nage m e n t
@Obs e rve weed proble m s to assist i n

pla n n i ng co n t rol m e t h o ds needed nex t
sp r i ng for pastu res .

@M o n i tor gra zi ng co n d i t i o ns, and ro ta te
pastu res i f p ossi ble and pra c t i ca l.

@P lan wi n ter nutritiona l p ro g ram thro u g h
pastu re and fo ra ge ma na ge m e n t.

@For sto cker ca t t le and re pla ce m e n t h e i fe rs ,
su pple m e n t ma tu r i ng grass eswith an
a cce p ta ble deg rada ble inta ke pro tein (DIP)
or ionophore (feed add i t i ve) su pple m e n t.

G e n e ral ma nage m e n t
@Avoid un n e cessa ry st ress. Handle cows a n d

ca l ves to re d u ce shrink, to sustain go o d
h ealth and to minimize si ck n ess .

@A na l y ze fo ra ges for nitra te and nutrient
co n te n t. Use the da ta to develop wi n te r
fe e d i ng pro g ra m s .

@Re pa i r, re pla ce and improve fa cil i t i es .
@P lan your ma r ke t i ng pro g ram, incl u d i ng

p r i va te - t rea t y, co nsignment, test-station and
p roduction sa les .

@A penny sa ved is a penny earned. Price
by p roducts, gra i nsand other fe e dstu f fson a
n u t r i e n t basis .
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