
32 ■ ANGUSJournal ■ June 2005

Good fortune
Chicago is a sprawling city of nearly 3

million people. There are individuals who
live in townhouses, suburbs, penthouses
and slums — all of whom must have the
necessities of life, including food, shelter
and clothing. Everyone is in a hurry,
impatient to get to where they are going
and impatient to do their jobs, after which
they rush home only to repeat the process
in ensuing days.

I am reminded of just how fortunate we

are to enjoy a certain lifestyle within
agriculture that allows us to develop a
relationship with the land. Not that we are
absent from some of the same anxieties
those outside of agriculture go through, but
somehow it is just different.

Currently the beef industry is enjoying
the best of times. The Angus industry in
particular is extraordinarily good.
Registration activity at the Association is
running well ahead of last year. Sales of
registered and commercial Angus in most

areas of the country have been excellent
compared to sales in previous years.

Still unrest
Despite record-breaking prices and

skyrocketing demand, there is rising anxiety
among beef producers throughout rural
America.

Why does there seem to be so much
unrest? Why does it seem that the beef
industry is divided? Why can we not have a
strong, unified voice lobbying for and
promoting the best interests of our industry?
Why has it become the norm for
disagreement to turn to separation and bitter
dissent?

Is it perhaps because it is easier to criticize
and destroy than to negotiate and
compromise? I wonder how many personal
relationships would last were it not for
compromise.

Not long ago I received a call from a
longtime friend and Association member
asking why we never report information
relative to the activity of one particular
organization. When information was in fact
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Unify and prevail
I sit in a hotel room on the east side of Chicago, Ill., overlooking Lake Michigan. On the

way from Midway Airfield en route to downtown Chicago, I passed in close proximity to the
long-gone and almost forgotten Union Stockyards. This area was the hub of the beef
industry at the turn of the 20th century and the site of the International Livestock
Exposition from 1900 to 1975, as well as the Livestock Records Building, which housed the
American Angus Association for half a century prior to its relocation to Saint Joseph, Mo. 

This journey reminded me of the beef industry’s past — the hard, lean years; the good
years; and the struggles and cycles through which the beef industry has trod on a periodic
basis since the Angus breed was introduced to America in 1873.
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reported, we received hate mail from another
member criticizing us severely for doing so.
Are we so intent on getting our own way that
we cannot appreciate the opinions of others?
Are we sure we are always right?

So, by now I am sure you are wondering,
“Just what point is he trying to make in this
column?”Well, I can assure you it is nothing
profound, nothing really new, nothing
revolutionary and nothing that has not
already been said.

I am simply pointing out that we are
enjoying good times within the Angus breed
and throughout the entire beef industry. Let
us do two things: First, we should savor our
success; chew it slowly and enjoy it like a
wonderful steak. Second, we should lay plans
for the future in a unified effort, keeping in
mind that becoming satisfied with our
current success could be our biggest
detriment and that our own genetics could
be our biggest competition. We must avoid
complacency and continue our efforts to
build upon our successes, to improve upon
our genetics and to overcome challenges to
our industry.

We in the beef industry have virtually the
same aspirations and the same challenges.
The only differences are in our solutions.
Before we decide to divide and conquer,
perhaps it would be good to “walk a mile in
another man’s shoes.”A much better slogan
would be to unify and prevail.
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The 2005-2006 Roll of Victory (ROV)
show season is about to begin. At these events,
which are hosted in conjunction with fairs
and livestock expositions across the country,
exhibitors receive points for the placings of
their animals in both individual and group
classes. At the end of the year, points are
totaled, and winners are recognized in
November at the North American
International Livestock Exposition (NAILE).
Final points for the 2004-2005 show season
will be posted online by June 15.

If you have questions about the ROV point

system, contact the Activities Department at
(816) 383-5100 or lcampbell@angus.org.
Following is a list of events that have been
approved by the Association’s Board of
Directors as ROV shows:

@The All-American Angus Breeders’ Futurity,
Louisville, Ky.

@West Virginia State Fair, Lewisburg

@Western Idaho Fair, Boise

@Oregon State Fair, Salem

@Mid-South Fair, Memphis, Tenn.

@World Beef Expo, Milwaukee, Wis.

@Northern International Livestock

Exposition, Billings, Mont.

@American Royal, Kansas City, Mo.*

@North American International Livestock
Exposition, Louisville, Ky. *

@Arizona National Livestock Show, Phoenix

@National Western Stock Show, Denver, Colo.*

@Southwestern Exposition and Livestock
Show, Fort Worth, Texas

@Dixie National, Jackson, Miss.

@Western National Angus Futurity, Reno,
Nev.*

@Atlantic National, Timonium, Md.*

*Denotes super-point shows.

New ROV Show Season Starts Soon


