
Organizing
Two years earlier, in October 1881, seven 

Angus breeders met in Saint Louis, Mo., to 
discuss the best ways to promote the 
interests of the breed in America and to 
consider publishing an Angus herd book. In 
Kansas City, Mo., a year later Angus breeders 
convened again, adopting a committee 
report recommending the formation of a 
permanent association and forming a 
committee to draft a constitution and 
bylaws.

The constitution was adopted at the 
November 1883 meeting. Elected to the first 
Board of Directors were W.T. Holt, 
president; John Geary; H.C. Burleigh, vice 
president; Charles Gudgell, secretary-
treasurer; Abiel Leonard; Stephen Peery; 
Wallace Estill; A.M. Fletcher; and Abner 
Graves. Annual Meetings were scheduled for 
the third Wednesday in November in 
Chicago.

As Evans details in A Historic Angus 
Journey: The American Angus Association 
1883-2000, Gudgell reported a membership 

of 69 and a treasury balance of $651.20 at the 
Association’s first Annual Meeting the 
following year. The first volume of the 
Angus Herd Book was published in June 
1886. Of the 5,200 entries, 2,250 were 
recorded to 178 American owners. The 
remaining entries consisted of the registry’s 
Scottish ancestors.

Celebrating 125 years
So began an organization that will 

celebrate its 125th year next November in 
Louisville. In the Association’s 2007 
annual report, distributed in this issue, 
executive vice president John Crouch 
reports annual registrations of 347,755, 
consolidated assets for the Association 
and its entities of $33 million and 34,511 
active members. 

There have been many milestones along 
the way as the Association has progressed to 
the flourishing organization it is today. This 
year, as we count down to the Association’s 
125th birthday, we’ll reflect on some of those 
milestones and the glue that has held it 

together — a shared love for the breed, the 
breeders and the lifestyle.

Share your memories
If you have pieces of Angus history that 

you would be willing to share with fellow 
readers of the Angus Journal, please send 
them to me at shermel@angusjournal.com 
or Shauna Hermel, Pieces of History, Angus 
Journal, 3201 Frederick Ave., Saint Joseph, 
MO 64506. We’ll include snippets of Angus 
history in the Angus Journal throughout the 
coming year.
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Count down to 125 years
“The American Aberdeen-Angus Breeders’ Association was born on Wednesday 

evening, November 21, 1883, at a meeting in Club Room No. 2 at the Grand Pacific Hotel 
in Chicago, Illinois,” Keith Evans documents in his history of the American Angus 
Association. Sixty members had purchased 62 shares of capital stock at $10 per share to 
fund the organization’s startup.

pe
r

S
pe

Ct
iv

eS

AnguS prOduCtiOnS inC.
3201 Frederick Ave., Saint Joseph, MO 64506; 1-800-821-5478; 
fax: 816-233-6575; office hours: (M-F) 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. (Central)
home page: www.angusjournal.com
Staff are listed by name, phone extension and e-mail prefix. All direct 
phone numbers are “816-383-5…”; all e-mail addresses are “…@
angusjournal.com”

general manager — Terry Cotton, 214, tcotton
Administrative assistant — Kathy Frost, 252, kfrost
editorial department — Editor, Shauna Rose Hermel, 270, shermel  n 
Creative Media manager, Eric Grant, 235, egrant n Associate editor, 
Crystal Albers, 215, calbers n Assistant editor, Mathew Elliott, 277, 
melliott n Editorial assistant/proofreader, Linda Robbins, 245, lrobbins  n 
Artists, Mary Black & Craig Simmons 

Field editors —  Barb Baylor Anderson, 305 Valley View Dr., Edwardsville, 
IL 62025, 618-656-0870, anderagcom@sbcglobal.net n Kindra Gordon, 
11734 Weisman Rd., Whitewood, SD 57793, 605-722-7699, kindras@ 
gordonresources.com n Ed Haag, 317 W. 16th, Spokane, WA 99203, 
509-747-2908, agscribe@aol.com n Janet Mayer, 259 Mile Hill Rd., 
Johnstown, PA 15909, 814-322-4687, jmayer5013@aol.com n Becky 
Mills, Rt. 1, Box 414, Cuthbert, GA 31740, 229-732-6748, lovettmills@

alltel.net n Troy Smith, 44431 Sargent River Rd., Sargent, NE 68874, 
308-527-3483, wordsmith@nctc.net 
Advertising/production department — Manager, Cheryl Oxley, 216, 
coxley n Advertising coordinators, Annie Jensen, 223, ajensen; & 
Karri Mildenberger, 289, kmildenberger n Production assistant, Carol 
Beckett, 226, cbeckett n Advertising artists, Mike Bush & Monica Ford n 
Advertising proofreader, Jacque McGinness
Special Services department — Coordinator, Sharon Mayes, 221, smayes 
n Assistants, Julie Tyliski & Vickie Whitsell n Artists, Susan Bomar & 
Bradley Redmond n Proofreader, Melinda Cordell
Web Services department — Manager & sales coordinator, Rich Masoner, 
239, rmasoner  n Coordinators, Doneta Brown, 232, dbrown; & Sara 
Schafer, 212, sschafer n Web developers, Tim Blumer & Thuy Nguyen
photo department — Photo services coordinator, Kathrin Breytenbach n 
Photo services assistant, Colette Weipert
Circulation coordinator — LaVera Spire, 220, lspire
network systems coordinator — Bruce Buntin 
Office assistant — Lauralee West
Board of directors — Paul Hill, chairman; John 
Crouch, vice chairman; Terry Cotton, president; 
Richard Wilson, secretary/treasurer; Gregg Blythe; Jarold Callahan; 
Norman Garton; Gordon Stucky; Rob Thomas & Richard Tokach

Aim High topic site
Cattlemen seeking guidance on how 

to produce for the Certified Angus Beef ® 
(CAB®) brand target have a new resource 
available online. Certified Angus Beef 
LLC (CAB) and Angus Productions Inc. 
(API) recently launched “Aim High” as 
the newest addition to API’s lineup of 
topic sites. Each topic site is formatted 
to provide access to a wealth of online 
information regarding a particular 
subject of interest to cattlemen. 

www.aimhighwithcab.info provides a 
gateway to genetic, management and 
marketing information to help producers 
target the CAB brand.

range Beef Cow Symposium 
Don’t miss API’s online coverage of the 

2007 Range Beef Cow Symposium. The 
conference will be Dec. 11-13 in Fort 
Collins, Colo. Visit www.rangebeefcow.com 
for information about the conference and 
for real-time coverage of the event.

e-mAil: shermel@angusjournal.com

Angus Stakes 12.07.indd   12 11/14/07   11:12:20 AM


	046743070012_0012.pdf

