
Looking back
The uniqueness of this event was marked

by a celebration of Miller’s Viewlawn Herds’
centennial anniversary in the Angus business.
The span of 100 years is a long time. After
being introduced by native Minnesotan Tom
Burke, I gave some remarks that deviated
somewhat from the usual comments
delivered at field days. Instead, I relied on
research my administrative assistant, Diane
Strahm, gathered specifically for the event.
Her findings portrayed a very interesting
snapshot of our society 100 years ago.

For example, in 1903 … 

@The American Angus Association
graduated from its teenage years,
turning 20.

@A total of 125 new members were
added to the Association roster, and
9,566 new animals were added to the
Association’s Herd Book.

@The average price for registered Angus
seedstock was less than $150 per head.

@Teddy Roosevelt was President of the
United States.

@Henry Ford formed Ford Motor Co.
There were only 8,000 cars in America
and 10 miles of paved road.

@Two bicycle shop owners named Wilbur
and Orville Wright launched the first
powered flight of an airplane in Kitty
Hawk, N.C.

@Ten days were required to travel from
New York, N.Y., to London by ship.

@ Two men set a phenomenal record of
completing the first transcontinental
automobile race, traveling from San
Francisco, Calif., to New York, N.Y., in
51 days.

@You could buy three loaves of bread
for 10¢.

@A full set of dentures could be
purchased for $3, and dentistry was
guaranteed to be painless.

@A tailor-made Hart, Schaffner & Marx
men’s suit could be purchased for
$12.50.

@The first World Series was held in
Boston, Mass., between Boston and
Pittsburgh. Cy Young pitched, and
Honus Wagner batted.

Time to honor
I think we all agree that things are vastly

different now than they were when the Miller
family purchased their original farm in the
mid-1800s in northern Iowa. Few families can
boast of having a continuous operation of any
business for 100 years.Yet, six generations of
Millers have not only succeeded, they have
flourished with registered Angus seedstock for
more than a century.

There are several families within the
Angus breed who have achieved the century
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A salute to centennial herds
Summer is truly a wonderful time to be in the Angus business. These months are filled

with summer frolics, junior shows, field days, and other significant and enjoyable
gatherings. It’s time to get out and be social.

In June my wife, Judy, and I were afforded the rare opportunity to participate in the
Minnesota Angus Association Field Day. The event was staged at Miller’s Viewlawn Herds
near the historic town of Mabel. For those of you less traveled in the northern territory,
Mabel is nestled on the Iowa-Minnesota border near the area where Laura Ingalls Wilder,
the author of Little House on the Prairie and many other books, grew up.
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mark in the continuous production of
registered Angus cattle on their farm or
ranch. We couldn’t be prouder of these
centennial herds, as they represent what has
allowed this breed to progress and thrive
since coming to this country in 1873 — a
strong will, the determination to succeed and
integrity.

We were very fortunate to have three
other families, who own and operate
centennial herds, on hand for the celebration
that day. They included Woodlawn Farm,
Creston, Ill., represented by Blanford Pierce;
Sunnyslope Stock Farm, Lanesboro, Minn.,
represented by Philip and Ruth

Abrahamson; and Laflin Ranch, Olsburg,
Kan., represented by Bob Laflin.

The seedstock segment of the beef
industry in American agriculture owes a
tremendous debt of gratitude to these
families and to the six generations of the
Miller family for their perseverance and
dedication in making the Angus breed a
strong force in the beef industry. Their time
and efforts have benefited numerous Angus
breeders, as well as the commercial
producers who rely on their genetics to be
profitable and progressive in the beef
business.

We know there are other names that can

be added to this list of centennial herds. If
you are one of them, or if you know of one,
please give me a call at (816) 383-5100 or
send an e-mail to jcrouch@angus.org.

In time, others will follow the example set
forth by these centennial breeders of Angus
cattle and make like contributions. Each and
every one of these herds has our
congratulations and gratitude. We salute
them.

E-MAIL: jcrouch@angus.org


