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Next Generation

N E W S  F R O M  N J A A

This is the time of year when everything gets so busy. Each of us has to figure out what
our family wants for Christmas. We have to get something for our friends and maybe for
that special someone, too.

Everyone has plans to do something special this year; and, of course, we all have those
“traditions” that are done every year. At my house Mom, my brother and I always put up
the tree as Dad stares on as manager of the activity. We all laugh a lot because usually half
the lights will mess up after they are on the tree.

Food is always a big part of the season. Mom and I always
make white chocolate pretzels and a cheese ball. And every
Christmas morning we get eggs, homemade buttermilk biscuits,
country ham and red-eye gravy.

My dad’s family always gets together after Christmas, and
Christmas Eve is my mom’s family time. Every year so much
changes with growing up, but so much stays the same.

Probably my favorite moment of the year is on Christmas
Eve when all of Mom’s family gathers in the living room, after
the gifts have been opened and just before everyone starts to
leave and go their separate ways. My aunts, uncles, cousins,
Mama Ghee, brother, Mom and Dad all start to recite the
Christmas story from Luke 2. Every year I look around the

room at family present and think about everyone there and everyone else on the other
side of my family, and I think about how blessed I am. Although there have been loved
ones who have passed away, and knowing that things will change in a year’s time, I know
that what is most important in life is present.

The most important thing is the story of a Man, from birth to death. The real meaning
behind this time of year is the celebration of life. It’s also a chance to tell everyone how
much you love them. It’s a chance to start over and to improve one’s self. It’s not
something that can only be done now, but it’s the time of year when everyone close to me
can know how much they are a part of me.

So this Christmas and every day of the new year, thank those who have been with you
every step of the way and tell them how much you care. Even though this is the time of
year we all think about the important things in life, let’s let this be the beginning of a year
in which we take nothing for granted.

— Julie Scarlett
Snow Camp, N.C.

Julie Scarlett

Elected to serve as officers of the Mississippi Junior Angus Association
are, from left, Heath Johnson, Tupelo, president; Kirk Johnson, Tu-
pelo, vice president; Dana Hancock, Myrtle, secretary-treasurer; and
Christy Franks, Mantachie, reporter.

Elected to serve as directors of the Mississippi Junior Angus Association
are, from left, Ashley Keith, Mount Olive, southwest; Jamie Overall,
Potts Camp, northwest; Brandon Davis, Lucedale, southeast; and
Chandra Stokes, Ripley, northeast.

NJAA members earn 
recognition awards

James Fisher, American Angus Association
director of junior activities, recently
announced that seven members of the
National Junior Angus Association (NJAA)
earned their Bronze and/or Silver award(s).
These awards are the first and second levels
of the National Junior Angus Recognition
Program, which was intiated in 1972.

NJAA members must apply for the
awards and must meet point requirements
in many areas, including participating in
showmanship and leadership competitions,
using performance testing to improve their
herds, and making progress in producing
and merchandising Angus cattle.

A member of NJAA since 1993, Cortney
Collins, Tanner, W.Va., has qualified for the
Bronze award. The 18-year-old daughter of
Rick & Jane Collins is a senior at Gilmer
County High School. She has shown her
Angus in local, state, regional and national
shows and has competed in the All-
American Certified Angus Beef ™ Cook-Off
and the public speaking contest at the
National Junior Angus Show (NJAS). She is
a member of the West Virginia Junior Angus
Association.

James Foshea, Midlothian, Texas, has
qualified for the Bronze award. The 15-year-
old son of Bill & Cathy Foshea is a
sophomore at Midlothian High School. A
member of the NJAA since 1995, he has
shown his Angus in local, state, regional and
national shows, and he is first vice president
of the Texas Junior Angus Association. James
has competed in the All-American Certified
Angus Beef Cook-Off and in the public
speaking contest at the NJAS.

Lacey Gorby, Alma, W.Va., has qualified
for the Bronze award. A sophomore at Tyler
Consolidated High School, she is the
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Special plans for a special holiday



daughter of Jim & Paulette Gorby. She has
shown her Angus in local, regional and
national shows. Lacey, 16, has animals
enrolled in Angus Herd Improvement
Records (AHIR). She is the 1999 West
Virginia Angus Queen and is secretary of the
West Virginia Junior Angus Association. She
has been a member of the NJAA since 1994.

An NJAA member since 1990, Emily
Hartzell, Shawano, Wis., has qualified for
the Bronze and Silver awards. The 18-year-
old daughter of Ken & Marilyn Hartzell is a
freshman at Western Kentucky University.
She has shown her Angus in local, state,
regional and national shows and has
participated in the photography, poster and
team sales contests at the NJAS. Emily is the
Wisconsin Angus Queen and has served
many offices in the Wisconsin Junior Angus
Association.

Gina McCurry, Sedgwick, Kan., has
qualified for the Bronze and Silver awards. A
senior at Haven High School, she is the 17-
year-old daughter of Greg & Pam McCurry.
She has shown her Angus in local, state,
regional and national shows and has several
animals enrolled in AHIR. Gina has been
active at the state and national levels, serving
as the 1999 Kansas Angus Queen and
attending national junior leadership
conferences. She has served as secretary of
Kansas Junior Angus Association and has
been a member of the NJAA since 1991.

Minnie Roberts, Sarcoxie, Mo., has
qualified for the Bronze and Silver awards. A
junior at McAuley Regional High School,
the 16-year-old is the daughter of Tom
Roberts, Mount Vernon, Mo., and Linda
Elderton, Sarcoxie, Mo. She has shown her
Angus in shows at the local, state, regional
and national levels. She has participated in
the photography contest at the NJAS and in
various showmanship contests. Minnie is a
member of the Southwest Missouri Junior
Angus Association and the Missouri Junior
Angus Association. She has been an NJAA
member since 1993.

Cody Washam, Pierce City, Mo., has
qualified for the Bronze and Silver awards.
The 14-year-old son of Rick & Mary Jo
Washam is a freshman at McAuley Regional
High School. He has shown his Angus at
local, state, regional and national shows.
Cody also has participated in the
photography and team sales contests at the
NJAS. He is the president of the Southwest
Missouri Junior Angus Association and is a
member of the Missouri Junior Angus
Association. Cody has been a member of
the NJAA since 1985.
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TERMS UP IN 2000
Melissa Pickrell, chairman — 2050 D
Stonehenge Court, Bowling Green, KY
42101; (270) 846-3155;
wkuaggie@hotmail.com

Julie Dameron, vice chairman —
University of Illinois, 500 E. Michigan Ave.,
Apt. 21, Urbana, IL 61801; (217) 344-6904;
jdameron@uiuc.edu

Garrett Pohlman, Foundation director
— 3601 Apple St., Lincoln, NE 68503; (402)
436-6112; gpohlma1@bigred.unl.edu

Lindsey Trosper, communications
director — Stephens College, Box 3331,
Columbia, MO 65215; (573) 441-8221;
sc2076@sc.stephens.edu

Julie Scarlett, leadership director —
202D Lee Hall, NCSU Box 15546, Raleigh,
NC 27607; (919) 512-7869;
jescarle@unity.ncsu.edu

John Melton, membership/information
director — Waterford Place, Unit #36, 393
Oconee St., Athens, GA 30601; (706) 354-
4829; worpo@aol.com

TERMS UP IN 2001
Brandon Douglas — PO Box 20575,
Cheyenne, WY 82003; (970) 897-2288;
dshowangus@hotmail.com

Miranda Grissom — 310 S. Monroe,
Stillwater, OK 74074; (405) 747-9288;
grissom@okstate.edu

Jamie Meyer — 3700 W. 19th, Apt. M1,
Stillwater, OK 74074; (405) 743-8504;
meyerj1@okstate.edu

Sy Olson — 170 Ridgeway, Rolling Ridge
Park, College Station, TX 77840; (406) 694-
7921; sdo6287@unix.tamu.edu

Allison Porter — 505 Riverbend Parkway,
Apt. 149, Athens, GA 30605; (706) 548-
5768; sapallie@aol.com

Sonya Smith — 5171 Cainsville Rd.,
Lebanon, TN 37090; (615) 443-3139

Officers and Directors of the National Junior
Angus Association (front row, l to r) are
Melissa Pickrell, Paris, Ky., chairman;
Julie Dameron, Lexington, Ill., vice chair-
man; Lindsey Trosper, Hamilton, Mo.,
communications director; Garrett Pohl-
man, Norfolk, Neb., Foundation director;
Julie Scarlett, Snow Camp, N.C., leader-
ship director; and John Melton, Bridgewa-
ter, Va., membership/information director.
Additional Directors (back row, l to r) are Mi-
randa Grissom, Prague, Okla.; Allison
Porter, Jefferson, Ga.; Brandon Douglas,
Gentry, Ark.; Sy Olson, Hereford, Texas;
Sonya Smith, Lebanon, Tenn.; and Jamie
Meyer, Douglass, Kan. James Fisher,
back right, is director of junior activities.
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