
Consoling each other
At 8 p.m. on the evening of the

visitation, the wait was still two hours long.
The next day, the funeral services were
conducted in a beautiful church that seated
600. Some stood in the back and some
outside. The ministers and those who
eulogized Dick were poignant in their
remembrances and tributes.

Dick was laid to rest on a beautiful day.
Friends lingered, quietly visited, and shared
a scrumptious meal prepared by the ladies
of the Rosendale Christian Church,
Rosendale, Mo.

As I reflect on those events and consider
my interim appointment as executive vice

president of the American Angus
Association, I am filled with humility. I am
also filled with respect and admiration for
our officers, directors and staff for rising to
the occasion and providing a sense of
security and comfort for Association
employees and members alike. Like the
people of New York City, we were shaken,
but not removed from the task at hand —
service to our members. This member
service is continuing in an uninterrupted
fashion.

In a very positive action, our Board of
Directors appointed a search committee and
set forth procedures to be followed in
selecting our next leader.

Pages in history
So many times historical accounts of

associations and societies go unrecorded.
Important deliberations and behind-the-
scenes events are left to be passed down by
word of mouth. Often these oral historical
records are embellished and sometimes
tailored to the occasion.

Dick Spader was fascinated by history.
His library contains volumes of historical
accounts of the development of the West.
Dick, being a history buff, commissioned
Keith Evans to finish the book he began
years ago, A Historic Angus Journey—The
American Angus Association, 1883-2000,
which is an accurate account of the events
and people that molded the development
of the Association. It is satisfying to note
that the extraordinary contributions of
Dick are chronicled and preserved for
antiquity.

Dick Spader was a good and decent man
— he enriched our lives. He left things
better than he found them.

Angus community says goodbye, 
faces tomorrow

I had finished mowing my yard that Saturday afternoon and was standing in front of our

house admiring the beauty of the extraordinary autumn day when my wife, Judy, emerged

with the news of my best friend Dick Spader’s death. I could not speak, yet I knew I must

help with arrangements and console his wife, Sheri, and the family as best I could.

Neighbors and church members rose to the occasion as people of the land always do.

Somehow we made it through the next few days with God’s help and the determination of

our Angus family.
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OFFICERS
Howard Hillman, president, 201 E. Deer Haven Place, Sioux Falls, SD
57105; jandhhillman@lakes.com ■ John Crouch, interim executive vice
president, 3201 Frederick Ave., Saint Joseph, MO 64506-2997
■ Leroy Baldwin, vice president, 3660 N.W. 56th St., Ocala, FL 34475
■ Steve Brooks, treasurer, 7206 146th Ave. S.W., Bowman, ND 58623

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Terms Expiring 2001—Steve Brooks, 7206 146th Ave. S.W., Bowman,
ND 58623 ■ John Curtin, 1942 E. 2400 N. Rd., Blue Mound, IL 62513 ■
Ben Eggers, 3939 S. Clark St., Mexico, MO 65265; eggers@sockets.net
■ Jot Hartley, PO Box 553, Vinita, OK 74301; travis-jimmy@msn.com ■
Cecil McCurry, Box 398, Mount Hope, KS 67108; sandyehill@aol.com

Terms Expiring 2002—Leo Baker, RR 1, Box 39, Saint Onge, SD 57779;
msbaker@dtgnet.com ■ Jim Bradford, 1454 Hwy. 44, Guthrie Center, IA
50115;mjbrad@netins.net ■ Joe Elliott, 1291 Stroudsville Rd., Adams,
TN 37010; resjoe@bellsouth.net ■ Brian McCulloh, S 7589 Tainter Rd.,
Viroqua, WI 54665; woodhill@mwt.net ■ Lowell Minert, Box 68, Hwy.
91, Dunning, NE 68833

Terms Expiring 2003—Keith Arntzen, 41 Arntzen Lane, Hilger, MT 59451
■ Minnie Lou Bradley, 15591 CR K, Memphis, TX 79245; bradley3@
srcaccess.net ■ Paul Hill, 11503 SR 554, Bidwell, OH 45614; champion@
zoonet.net ■ Abbie Nelson, 12211 Pear Lane, Wilton, CA 95693;
5starangus@compuserve.com ■ Dave Smith, 1601 N. CR 200E, Greens-
burg, IN 47240; dsmith@stewartseeds.com

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Activities & Junior Activities—James Fisher, director ■ Administrative
Secretary—Pat Musil ■ Angus Information Management Software—
Scott Johnson, director ■ Commercial Relations—Bill Bowman, director;
Matt Perrier, assistant director ■ Communications & Public Relations—
Susan Rhode, director; Shelia Stannard, assistant director ■ Information
Systems—Lou Ann Adams, director ■ Finance & Accounting—Richard
Wilson, director ■ Member Services & Office Management—Bryce Schu-
mann, director ■ Performance Programs—John Crouch, director; Bill
Bowman, assistant director

AMERICAN ANGUS AUXILIARY
President—Pat Grote, Bennington, OK

REGIONAL MANAGERS—Refer to page 69.

CERTIFIED ANGUS BEEF LLC
President—Jim Riemann, Wooster, Ohio 
For a CAB staff listing, refer to page 112.
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Up Front
@by John Crouch, interim executive vice president

E-MAIL: jcrouch@angus.org


