
What do you value? During the holiday
season, it’s common for us to spend more
time reflecting on things that are important
to us. I’m not talking about material things,
but about our relationships with family and
friends, good health, and other things we
often take for granted.

In one of my classes we have been
studying immigration and diversity and its

impact on our
country. Why do
people come to
America? For many,
freedom is one of the
main reasons to
come to this land of
opportunity.
Unfortunately,
freedom is often
taken for granted by

my generation. The tragic events that
occurred Sept. 11 changed that.

Our freedom has been challenged.
Terrorists are trying to take away something
we hold dear. We watched the news in
horror, as thousands of lives were lost
during the attack. My friends from high
school who joined the military after we
graduated are being sent abroad to defend
something we value — our freedom.

As I reflect on other things I value, true
friendship and integrity rank high on the
list. When my dad became manager of the
Purebred Beef Cattle Unit at Michigan State
University (MSU) in 1974, Dr. Branaman, a
retired professor, told him,“When people
tell you they will stand behind you, be sure
you find out just how far back they intend
to stand.”

Of course, Dad has shared this advice
with me more than once, but it’s a hard
lesson. When I tell people I will back them
up, that is exactly what I intend to do.
That’s what I’ve been taught, and that is
also what I expect of others. It’s called trust.
In business and in personal relationships, it
is essential.

Unfortunately, not everyone shares this
value. When you don’t keep your word, it
can be a devastating blow to the person who
is depending on you. True friendship and
integrity are gifts that are priceless.

True friends understand us and accept us
as we are. For instance, it’s no secret that I
possess a competitive spirit. What most
people don’t realize is that I don’t compete
in order to prove I am better than someone
else or for the prize at the end of the
competition. Rather, I compete because I
can. While I appreciate the awards and
scholarships I have received over the years,
what I really value is how my participation
in junior Angus activities, FFA, 4-H and
sports has helped shape the person I am
today and the many friends I have made
along the way.

My friends Amanda and Jody
understood this, and they helped me keep
things in perspective. Amanda and I went to
school together from kindergarten through
our senior year in high school. Both of us
were in 4-H and FFA, and although she
liked horses and I preferred livestock, we
shared a common bond. As students at
MSU, we often met for lunch just to talk. I
admired Amanda for her kind heart, gentle
spirit and strong faith.

Jody was two years older than I and was
like a big sister to me. She appointed herself
my mentor and guardian in high school,
4-H and FFA. In fact, it didn’t stop there.
When I headed to MSU after high school
graduation, Jody was there to give me
advice, screen my dates and keep me
humble. The most incredible thing about
Jody was her zest for life. She could light up
a room with her smile.

On Oct. 19, 2000, Amanda was killed in a
horseback riding accident, and just more
than nine months later, on July 31, Jody lost
her life in a tragic car accident. Amanda and
Jody were talented young women with
bright futures ahead of them. I valued their
friendships, and now I treasure the special
memories of times we shared and lessons
they taught me about living life to the
fullest.

I recently read the following story, which
I believe helps put things into perspective
when we think about the things we value.

One day a wealthy man took his young
son on a trip to the country with the firm
intention of showing him how poor people
can be. They spent a day and a night at the
farm of a very poor family.

When they got home, the father asked his
son,“How was the trip?”

“Very good, Dad!” said the son.
“Did you see how poor people can be?”

the father asked.
“Yes!” answered his son.
“And what did you learn?” asked his

father.
The son replied,“I saw that we have a dog

at home, and they have four. We have a pool
that reaches to the middle of the garden,
and they have a creek that has no end. We
have imported lamps in the garden, and
they have the stars. Our patio reaches to the
front yard, and they have a whole horizon.”

When the little boy was finished, his
father was speechless.

“Thanks, Dad, for showing me how poor
we are!” his son added.

The lesson here is clear. What we value
depends on how we look at things. If we
have family, friends, health, good humor, a
positive attitude toward life, freedom and
faith — what more can we ask for? You can
have all the material possessions in the
world, but if you are poor of spirit, you
have nothing! The bottom line is that the
most valuable things in life cannot be
bought.

Best wishes to each of you during this
holiday season! Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!

— Ryan Sweeney, 
Mason, Mich. 
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What do you value?

z North Dakota

@Kris Peterson, Bowbells, was the year-end
winner in the Angus division of the North Dako-
ta Junior Point Show Program (NDJPSP). The
award was given by the North Dakota Stock-
men’s Association (NDSA). 
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TERMS UP IN 2002
TOM PATTERSON, chairman—2280 Westchester Drive, Apt. 4, Manhattan, KS 66503; phone:
(785) 776-0625; e-mail: twpatt@hotmail.com ■ RYAN SWEENEY, vice chairman—3215 Sandhill
Rd., Mason, MI 48854; phone: (517) 353-9257; e-mail: sweene33@msu.edu ■ HEATH JOHN-
SON, communications director—103 Eudora Welty Drive, Apt. I-11, Starkville, MS 39759;
phone: (662) 323-2664; e-mail: bd_heath@hotmail.com ■ CHRISTY WALTHER, Angus Founda-
tion director—1518 W. Fourth Ave., Apt. A, Stillwater, OK 74074; phone: (405) 377-3839; 
e-mail: cmw1204@hotmail.com ■ BRITTNEY BURNS, leadership director—611 E. Daniel St.,
Champaign, IL 61820; phone: (217) 344-3933; e-mail: brittneyburns07@hotmail.com ■ JESSI-
CA SAWYER, membership director—517 Fairchild Terrace, Manhattan, KS 66502; phone: (785)
395-2690, ext. 321; e-mail: jessicaannnov3@hotmail.com

TERMS UP IN 2003
MERCEDES DANEKAS—10660 Gay Rd., Wilton, CA 95693; phone: (916) 687-4679; e-mail:
pheasanttrek@aol.com ■ BRIAN HOWELL—241 Sheetz St., Apt. 7, West Lafayette, IN 47906;
phone: (765) 743-3796; e-mail: howellbm@purdue.edu ■ JOHN McCURRY—1002 S. Emporia
St., El Dorado, KS 67042; phone: (316) 321-1315; e-mail: johnmccurry57@yahoo.com ■ LANA
MYERS—5151 Highland Rd., Apt. 328, Baton Rouge, LA 70808; phone: (225) 757-1322; e-mail:
lana_myers@hotmail.com ■ LACEY ROBINSON—126 E. Oak St., Kewanee, IL 61443; phone:
(309) 852-3418; e-mail: robinson_lacey@hotmail.com ■ BRANDON WALKER—920 W. Hancock
Ave., Apt. 12, Athens, GA 30606; phone: (706) 549-3580; e-mail: sngmag@yahoo.com

NATIONAL JUNIOR ANGUS ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS

@Serving on the Board of Directors for the National Junior Angus Association (NJAA) for 2001-
2002 are (seated, from left) Tom Patterson, Columbus, Mont.; Ryan Sweeney, Mason, Mich.;
Heath Johnson, Corinth, Miss.; Christy Walther, Mount Crawford, Va.; Brittney Burns, Kick-
apoo, Ill.; and Jessica Sawyer, Bassett, Neb. New directors elected to serve a two-year term are
(standing, from left) Lacey Robinson, Montgomery City, Mo.; Lana Myers, Jennings, La.; Mer-
cedes Danekas, Wilton, Calif.; John McCurry, Burrton, Kan.; Brian Howell, Union City, Ind.; and
Brandon Walker, Lexington, Ga.

Angus Society ($80,000 or more)
Falcon Seaboard Ranches, Fredericksburg,

Texas
Sitz Angus, Harrison, Mont., & Dillon, Mont.

Friend of Angus ($10,000-$29,999)
Kahn Cattle Co. LLC, Rydal, Ga.

Silver Level ($500-$3,499)
Belle Point Ranch, Lavaca, Ark.
Glen & Pat Grote, Mason, Texas
Barry Pollard, Enid, Okla.
Stinson, Mag & Fizzell, Kansas City, Mo.

Bronze Level ($100-$499)
Alabama Junior Angus Ass’n, Ashford, Ala.
Suzanne Berry, Murfreesboro, Tenn.

Charlie Boerjan, Marengo, Iowa
Carlson Cattle Co., Thayer, Kan.
Gail Carruthers, Frenchman Butte,

Sask., Canada
Certified Angus Beef LLC (CAB),

Wooster, Ohio
Diana Covell, Manhattan, Kan.
Bari Davis, Siloam Springs, Ark.
Belinda Douglas, Ripley, Tenn.
Jean Foust, Lafayette, Ind.
Fri Farms, McArthur, Ohio
Richard Fuller, Ferndale, Calif.
Victor Granger, Union Grove, Ala.
Robin Hampton, Laurel Springs, N.C.
Jenny & Stephen Herries, Dannevirke,

New Zealand

Shane Irving, Chariton, Iowa
Marlee Judy, Fremont, Iowa
Craig Lee, Wellington, Ill.
Harvey Lemmon, Woodbury, Ga.
Tracy Lowry, Gillette, Wyo.
Julie Marsh, Huntley, Ill.
Mark Martin, Lavaca, Ark.
Missouri Angus Auxiliary, Hamilton, Mo.
Lucile Patton, Earl Park, Ind.
Photo Tablet Inc., Santa Rosa, Calif.
Melvin & Donna Porter, Jefferson, Ga.
Rod Rockman, Webster City, Iowa
James Rose, Salem, Ill.
Marilyn Rowe, Tipp City, Ohio
Marge Scheve, Bolingbrook, Ill.
Frank Schiefelbein, Brookings, S.D.
Fred Smalstig, Naples, Fla.
Harry R. Smith Jr., Upper Marlboro, Md.
Janet Stith, Irvington, Ky.
Rob & Lori Thomas, Baker City, Ore.
Joan Veach, College Grove, Tenn.
Becky Ward, Warfordsburg, Pa.
Michael Watson, Eustace, Texas
Steve Wehrle, Rhineland, Mo.
Bill Young, Bucyrus, Kan.

Angus Foundation donors
Without the generous contributions members make to the Angus Foundation each year,

many programs would not be available, especially those that involve members of the National
Junior Angus Association (NJAA). Scholarships available through the Angus Foundation
enable juniors to take advantage of leadership programs and to gain recognition for their
leadership efforts. These are just a few examples of how your support through the Angus
Foundation is making a difference. A special thanks goes to these contributors:

Angus Foundation Fundraiser
The Angus Foundation has commissioned

the printing of a set of four black-and-white
grease-pencil drawings (shown here) from a
series of works by Angus artist Frank Mur-
phy. To be offered as the “Profitmaker
Prints” collection, these four 11-by-14-inch
images were used in the Association’s ad-
vertising campaign from 1966 to 1970.

The set is available for a $100 donation
to the Angus Foundation. For more informa-
tion, call the Junior Activities Department at
(816) 383-5100.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 60



The National FFA Organization has selected Ryan Sweeney, Mason, Mich., for one of the
highest honors the agricultural organization can bestow. He has been named the 2001
American Star in Agribusiness. Sweeney is vice-president of the National Junior Angus
Association (NJAA) Board of
Directors. He is a member of the
Mason FFA chapter, and is the
son of Peter and Barbara Sweeney.

He was presented with the
award during an onstage
ceremony at the 74th National
FFA Convention. Each of four
award finalists received $1,000
from the National FFA
Foundation and the opportunity
to participate in an international
tour experience to Costa Rica. As
an American Star in Agribusiness winner, Sweeney will receive an additional $1,000 award.

Sweeney is an animal science/agriculture business major at Michigan State University
(MSU). He learned to weld in the eighth grade.As part of his supervised agricultural experience
program (SAE), he formed a business to make cattle blocking chutes. He and his father built the
first cattle chute in 1996; they are continuing in the business, now as equal partners.

“Continuing growth of the business and my commitment to finishing my college
education have made this a natural fit,” Sweeney says.“Fortunately, I have been able to
capitalize on the many opportunities that have come my way, and I hope to be able to
continue to recognize new opportunities.”

Junior Angus member Jason Arehart, Staunton, Va., a member of the Buffalo Gap FFA
chapter, was named the winner in the national FFA beef production-entrepreneurship

proficiency award. He is the son of Carey
and Brenda Arehart.

After starting his involvement in the
beef cattle arena by following his father
and helping feed, Arehart has become a
major player in the industry. He continues
on an annual basis to increase his
enterprise’s overall size and scope. Arehart
has realized that correctly performing
skills, such as livestock selection,
recordkeeping and proper nutrition, is
essential to the success of his operation.

He hopes to enroll in the agricultural technology program at Virginia Tech and earn a degree
in animal production. Arehart plans to own his own Angus operation someday.

z NEXT GENERATION
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 59

Angus members earn top honors at
74th National FFA Convention

@Angus member Shirley Kaufman,
Staunton, Va., coached the Buffalo
Gap FFA national livestock evalua-
tion team. The team finished in the
silver division overall. Competitors
in the event were asked to demon-
strate their ability to grade market
class steers and hogs according to
U.S. market grading standards. They evaluated classes of breeding and market beef, sheep and
swine. Oral reasons were given for the selections they made. Team members are Jonathan Riley,
Heather Kisamore, Tina Wilson and Renee Pelny.
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