
Believe it or not, it is the holiday season again. If your family is anything like
mine, you are so caught up in the hustle and bustle of buying the right gifts that
you probably don’t even acknowledge the true reason for the season.

Christmas is usually associated with lights, presents, trees and enough food to
feed a small army. As a child, these were the exact things I thought about when

anyone mentioned the word Christmas. Two years
ago, however, I experienced a Christmas that totally
changed my perspective on what this wonderful
holiday is all about.

My father remarried two summers ago, and my
stepmother has two daughters. Of course, I thought
that Christmas would be a disaster due to merging
our families and the changes that we all had been
through. I’m a stickler for tradition, and that year was
definitely going to be a change.

On Dec. 23, we had a horrible ice storm that caused
the power to fail. All that was going through my head
was how Christmas was going to be terrible. But

something amazing happened later in the evening. We all gathered in the dining
room and began talking. Soon, minutes became hours. God was working that
night because the ice storm gave us the opportunity to spend time with each other
and, in turn, develop a love for each other. That love is what Christmas is all about.

I am thankful for that Christmas. It taught me the holidays should be spent
with family and close friends.

One piece of advice: Do not take loved ones for granted. Spend this Christmas
season with the wonderful people who have had a tremendous influence on your
life. Merry Christmas, and God bless you!

—Heath Johnson, Tupelo, Miss.
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A Season to Remember

Heath Johnson

Angus Foundation donors
Without the generous contributions members

make to the Angus Foundation each year, many
programs would not be available, especially those
that involve youth. Scholarships are available
through the Angus Foundation that enable juniors to
take advantage of leadership programs and to gain
recognition for their leadership efforts. These are just
a few examples of how your support through the
Angus Foundation is making a difference. A special
thanks goes to these contributors:

Three Star
($20,000-$44,999)

KMK Acres, Thompsons Station, Tenn.
Sugar Hill Farms Inc., Fort Smith, Ark.

Gold Level
($1,000-$4,999)

Fred Johnson, Summitville, Ohio
North Fork Ranch, Townsend, Mont.

Stinson, Mag & Fizzell, Kansas City, Mo.

Bronze Level
($1-$499)

Lisa Aldrich, Salem, Ore.
Baxter Black, Benson, Ariz.

John Brandon, Santa Rosa, Calif.
Kenneth Burow, Comfort, Texas

Patricia Douglas, Waynesboro, Va.
Robert Elliott & Sons, Adams, Tenn.
Laudmere Angus, New Liberty, Iowa

Great Meadows Angus Association, Kentucky
Jack, Susan & Adam Grove, Oxford, Ohio
Cecil McCurry Family, Mount Hope, Kan.

Tom Perrier Family, Eureka, Kan.
Fred Smalstig, Naples, Fla.

Vance & Connie Uden, Franklin, Neb.

Gifts in honor and in memory of
Julian Deters  ■ Paul Dreiss  ■ Neola Eiler
Fred Fink  ■ Tom Gammon  ■ Marine Kohl

Kenneth Moore  ■ Afteel Smith  ■ Paul St. Blanc
Gloria Thomas  ■ Jerry Turner  ■ Eli & Bette Votaw

Leading the Mississippi Junior Angus Association are (kneeling,
from left) Christy Franks, Mantachie, reporter; Dana Hancock,
Myrtle, secretary-treasurer; Kirk Johnson, Tupelo, vice president;
and Heath Johnson, Tupelo, president. Directors are (standing,
from left) Chandra Stokes, Ripley; Julie Sims, Booneville;
Jamie Overall, Potts Camp; Andrew Thornton, Courtland;
Britt Magee, Mendenhall; and Emma Collins, Forest.

Mississippi Angus royalty for 2000 include (from
left) Karen Woods, Benton, princess; Christy
Franks, Mantachie, princess; Jamie Overall,
Potts Camp, princess; and Chandra Stokes,
Ripley, queen.

Dusty Miller, Cedar Fort,
Utah, wil l reign as the
2000-2001 Utah Angus
queen.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 62
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NJAA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

TERMS UP IN 2001
Sonya Smith, chairman—5065 Cainsville Rd.,
Lebanon, TN 37090; phone: (615) 443-3139; e-mail:
srsmith78@hotmail.com
Brandon Douglas, vice chairman—3400 S.
Greeley Hwy. 67, Cheyenne, WY 82007; phone: (307)
635-4830; e-mail: dshowangus170@cs.com
Sy Olson, Angus Foundation director—170
Ridgeway Drive, College Station, TX 77845; phone:
(979) 694-7921; e-mail: sy_olson@hotmail.com
Allison Porter, communications director—1604
Woodhill Trail, Augusta, GA 30909; phone: (706) 737-
9593; e-mail: sapallie@aol.com
Miranda Grissom, leadership director—3721 N.
Monroe St., Stillwater, OK 74075; phone: (405) 780-
7316; e-mail: grissomm@hotmail.com
Jamie Meyer, membership/information
director—400 Squires Blvd., Apt. F45, Stillwater, OK
74075; phone: (405) 743-1989; e-mail: jamielmeyer@
aol.com

TERMS UP IN 2002
Brittney Burns—611 E. Daniel St., Champaign, IL
61820; phone: (217) 328-8563; e-mail:
brittneyburns07@hotmail.com
Heath Johnson—1087 Stark Rd., Apt. 12-H,
Starkville, MS 39759; e-mail: bd_heath@hotmail.com
Tom Patterson—1170 S. Franklin Ave., Apt. 31,
Colby, KS 67701; phone: (785) 462-9693; e-mail:
twpatt@hotmail.com
Jessica Sawyer—517 Fairchild Terrace, Manhattan,
KS 66502; phone: (785) 395-2690; e-mail:
jessicaannnov3@hotmail.com
Ryan Sweeney—3215 Sandhill Rd., Mason, MI
48854; phone: (517) 332-5274; e-mail: sweene33@
msu.edu
Christy Walther—1518 W. Fourth Ave., Apt. A,
Stillwater, OK 74074; phone: (405) 377-3839; e-mail:
cmw1204@hotmail.com 

New Angus Foundation fund-raiser
The Angus Foundation has commissioned the printing of a set of four black-and-white

grease-pencil drawings (shown here) from a series of works by Angus artist Frank Murphy. To
be offered as the “Profitmaker Prints” collection, these four 11-by-14-inch images were used in
the Association’s advertising campaign from 1966 to 1970.

The set is available for a $100 donation to the Angus Foundation. For more information, call
the Junior Activities Department at (816) 383-5100.


