MOOseum

Cod

cdaucalional cenfer for children.

ittle Jackson Brittod

ko exacthy what o

do. He's begn 1o the
MOCseum before, dashed up
the carpeted chute to Slim's
Buckaroo Cattle Clab, and
dressed wp in the child-sived
ooy duds. Today he's
WasHnE fo tifie, Within
mminutes, the energetic 4-year-
wlel iy paalls oi @ wide-

‘brimmed hat and selects

beather vest from a collsction
hanging om three wooaden
pegs on the wall.

*Meed some help?™ asks his
méam, Shannon Britton: She's
hovering nearby, smiling and '
watching Jackson play. “Here”
she offers, keaning over, |lH
me tie that bandanna. fog
vou.” fackson obliges and
patiently stands siill a few
fleeting moments while
Shannon knots the red
kerchief beneath his chin,
When she's done, lackson zips
across the room, crawls onig
o minkafune sadedle, and
pretendsto gallop away on his
lightring-fast seed,

Mark up bwo more
satisfied visitors to the
MO dseum, a
childpen's
educational éenter
housed at the
Alabama
Cattlemen's
Associntion [ACA)
headguarterss in Montgomery.
Ulpened in 1996, the ansual
imusem — vl iis
interactive, hadds o
Budkaroo Carde Club and
twn mone galleries — tendhes
Fourgsers about the catele
imcdustry ina fun way,

T he RACH i i jpamrad
toward the fourth-grade leve],

bt e e chaldiren of all

ages whi enjoy it says Meg

“Trwkinart, director of the

Alabama Cattlesmen's
Foundation. " During ouwr fest
vear, we had more than
10,000 -kads come throwgh”

The fdes for the-
MOCsemm unfolded when
associanion members
confemplated expanding their
headquarters building,

“While T was visiting the

- “Texas Cartlersier's building, 1

towred its Cartle Industry
Mussum.” recalls Billy Poswell,

ACA excoutive vice president.

"Don King, the execiitive
director, told me that &0 per-
cent of the musenm’s visitors
were kids, and [ thought, “Thas
1% the anewer 1o the ACA
expansion rogram. ™ Powill

Jproposed, why not expand

the building amd, at the same
time, incorporate a children's
educational center?

“The respanse from denors

througheut the state was
tremendous.” he says, “and
within o years pledges
reached §.2 million, which
oovered h oost of the
expaTEion project. Aftet the
expasion plan had been fully
developed to indide the
il epapine Fonr il
Ialseum, Wi wenl o the state
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meet Adam Bainbridge,
an electronic host who
discusses Alabama's
cattle industry andthe
MOOseum's many
attractions via a state-
of-the-art video
projection system,.
Shown here (I to 1) are
MOOseum visitors
' Rosemary Ragsdale,
Jackson Biritton and
. Craegh Ragsdale

(Right) Slim’s Kitchen is
desianed for children to
learn about the
nutritional benefits of
beef and safe food .
handling while having
fun,says Valerie Bass,
consumer information
director for the Alabama
Cattlemen’s’ Association.

legislature and received a
one-time appropriation far
the educatign component of
the MOOseum, which
highlighs the rosle ol cattle in
agriculiure Yoday and the
value of beef as a food™, -

alike love the MOCOsenm.
Located within walking
distance of the state capdtol
and the fscinating Alabama
. - Departrnent of Archives and
+, History [which has its own
interictive children's area), a
visit o thi cémter fits well
inte o schvool fiekd mp i
Montgomery, Educational
" rnateriab, svailable free o
imstrusctors, alao enhance @
oo,

Tnside the MO seum,
kicls first roest Adam
Bainbridge, 4 fictional, high-
tech rendition of a 2ith
cenfury cattleman whoe
perpehsally beins against a
fence past in the “Sights and
sounds™ galkery and “chats”
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with visitors. The electronic
host realistically speaks via a
state-of-the-art video
projection system that

transfers a talking human
face anto the mannegquin’s.
Juring his 12-mimute chat,
Adam Bainbridge, whose
claims to Barne are the beo
city streets he's named for.
dismusmes Alabama's catthe
industry and the
MO sewn’s mairy
attractions.
For instanoe, o is & cow
, more than a meal? When
pattsof it.other than beef are
comverted into gelatin,
chewing gum, camera film,
piano Keys, candles,
' cosmetics, miediclne, boots

- amd crayons, o Tame atew
- éxamples. 54 prockaims a

wallin the *Sights and
Sounds” gallery, wiich
shessicases a hadpgeposdge of
products made from cattle
ryproducts. Another dvall
pays tribute to the wrany

cattle I:lrl.'l."t;h with, 200 framed

- pictures of various breeds,

including Angus. .
The “Hoofprints Througt

Alabama™ gallery traces the,
state's cattle un:lustr:.r Lelugl

the 15005 to modern times,
Artifacts, photographs and
text highlsght 14 historical
highlights about carte, such
as their srrival in the Mew
Woarld, their rabe nethe Civil
War, the importance of
spockoymrds, and the
organization of hreed
aaspciations.

Kids can be ids in Slim's
Buckaroa Cattle Clubs, fowr

v filled with interactive

displays. In whimsical Slim's
Kitchen, chibdren step into &
cartoon-like kitchen and
learn aboust the nutrithonal
benefits of beef and safe fod
handling, Open the
refrigerator door. Inside, a
sany-looking woman, shares
omee of 1 fouoxd safery nales
— “Baeep froeen meats at 0
degrees Fahrenheir™ Cither

cupboard and cabinet doors
open to reveal more rules.
“The kitchen is designed

e oY SR

- eating healthy,” says Valerie

Bass, consamer- information
director, “Ve try 1o make it
furn. But while we prossote
'|:|r|._'\1_'f in a healthy meansier, we
also promaote healthy cating

- across the hoard”

Slir's Buckaroo Catthe
Club ks prommtes hisalthy
cattle with help froms halfa
cow. Half a conw? Yes, Coon,
s g callid, patiemly _
stands midway i a cow pen,
[his exhibsit tells how !
cattlemien care for their
bowine livestock and what
kinds of thingsa cow eats.
Kids can'climb on 2 neal
livestock scale and comiparé
their weight 1o & cow's,

In the Roden Arena,
youmggsters can dress up in
cowbary clothing and sit
astride an muthentic swddle,
The exhibit alsa highlight=



Angus on the MOOseum's 3
time-line railing '

~ J.S. Kerachan of Lauderdale County
registered the first Alabama-born Angus

(Bottom) The "Sights and Sounds" gdlay showcasesa
hodgepodge of products made from cattle1byproducts.

(Top) The “Hoofprints Through Alabama" gallery traces the
.- state’s cattle industry from the 1500s to modern times. -

|bull, Bainbridge Prince.

; .-"'_'.--l‘d
e,
Alabama Aberde

en-Angus Association

formed at a meeting on the Passmore
Farm near Montgomery.

0

This era saw increased crossbreeding in

commercial herds. Angus and Hereford

were popular crosses to improve beef

quality.

1982
Central bull test
when Angus Acres

sale record was set
Power Play 70, owned

by R.C. Price of Newville, sold for
$320,000 at Auburn University.

the past importance of
brandingandin a separate
area, two maor rodeo events
-bull riding and steer
wrestling. Two huge wall

. murals depicting a bull rider

and steer wrestler in action

" form the backdrop for a

heavy, worn downisbarel. A
sign hanging on thebarrd's
dde kindly asksvisitorsnot
to dimb inside.

No visit to amusaum is
complete without atrip to.
thegift shop. The
M OOseum's offers an
array of T-shirts, glassware,

toys books, p,zlespznjls_ i

y0-y0s, bandannas,

Chrigmas ornaments,

children's luggage, and. mare

— &l cow-related, of course.
Little Jackson likes the gift’

shop, but he enjoys another

part of the MOOseum more.

“I gt b the barrel!* he
annoasices with an excited
grinm

Mum's the warnd)] -

LA

Author's note
I'n Montgomery you can’t
sieizz rhe Alabama Cattlemen's
Assodiations headquarters at
the corner of Adams and
Bainbridge streets. It's the
three-story buildingwith the
show-gopping, moo-ving van
parked outsde (seephoto on
page 2). Yep, that's a cow
. gtanding at attention on top of
the maroon-colored " Bedf
Wagon," asit's affectionatdy
called. Kids love the 1967
Docbevan, which )
~occasionally whedsa ound
, town touting besf.
The M OOseum, housed on
thegroundfloor t h e,
Alabama Cattlemen's .
Association building, is open
* Monday through Friday, 9
am.to noon and 1to 4 p.m.
Thebuilding, at 201 S.

Bainbridge 5t., is located fwo
bliacks south of the capitol
Admission is free. For mare
infiirmation, wrine the

KO Deenimie at PO, Bose 290,
Moridpmrrery AL Jal02-249%
or call (334} 255- | K7
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