
ANGUS HERITAGE FOUNDATION

SELECTS THREE BREEDERS
BY KEITH EVANS

FIRST LADY OF

ANGUS INDUSTRY

R ACHEL B R E C K

Rachel Breck bought her first Angus

cattle and founded Hedgerows Farm at
West Cornwall, Conn. in 1950. She was
interested in Angus cattle breeding and

show ring competition, producing  a num-
ber of outstanding Angus cattle and win-
ning numerous championships in the

1960s and ‘70s.
Breck reduced her herd to only a few

head in the early 1980s and dispersed it
in 1983. She was a leader in the Con-
necticut Angus Association, served as

president of  the New England Angus As-
sociation and was a delegate to the          annu-
al meeting of the American Angus Associ-

ation for nearly a quarter century.
This bright, dedicated lady is best

known and respected for her work with

young people and junior  of the
American Angus Association. This past
July she was inducted into the National
Junior Angus Association Honorary Foun-
dation. She has long supported junior

shows with trophies and cash donations.

“It’s nice to see children get started
with heifers so they can show and com-

pete and then have a herd of their own,"
she was quoted in a 1932 Angus Journal
feature story. “I’d rather see kids lose at
the beginning and then work to improve.
It’s easy to be a gracious winner... but
it’s much harder to be a gracious loser

first... learning to stand on your own

feet is so important."

PIONEER PERFORMANCE

BREEDER

Prominent upon Martin Jorgensen’s

business stationery is the Angus Herd
Improvement Records logo. That is ap-
propriate because Jorgensen has been a
leader in performance testing and telling
people of its merits even before the  perfor-
mance movement became a recognized

tool for herd improvement.
This cattleman is recognized for breed-

ing some of the top performing Angus cat-
tle. One of his bulls was selected as a Ref-
erence Sire in the American Angus Asso-

ciation’s first structured Sire Evaluation
Program. Jorgensen has continually eval-
uated bulls through National Sire Evalu-
ation and is one of the nation’s few breed-
ers who has evaluated sires for carcass

traits each year.
One of the founders of the Beef Im-

provement Federation, Jorgensen also
served as president of that organization.

He also served four terms on the board of
Production Records Inc. He is presently
vice chairman of the research and educa-
tion committee for the National Cattle-
men’s Association (NCA).  Martin is also
one of the noted leaders in the Integrated

Resource Management (IRM) concept that
is widespread through the United States.

His Jorgensen Ranches, which he runs
in partnership with his son Greg, is noted
for its performance program, management

and innovation. Jorgensen is dedicated to
improving rural life in South Dakota and
has been a pioneer in adapting the com-

puter to farm and ranch management. He
has received numerous honors in his state,
including the Eminent Farmer of the Year

from South Dakota State University and,
more recently, the coveted NCA Business-
man of the Year Award in 1988.
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Martin Jorgensen

hree Angus breeders have been selected in 1990 for induction into the Angus Heritage Foundation.  They
are Rachel Breck, Sharon, Conn.; Martin Jorgensen, Ideal, S.D.; and Dave Pingrey, Benton, Miss.
                          The Heritage Foundation was established in 1983, on the 100th anniversary of the American An-

gus Association, to recognize people who have worked in an untiring manner to improve the Angus busi-

 ness and the American Angus Associaion.  The three 1990 inductees will receive their Heritage Founda-

 tion certificates during special ceremonies at the American Angus Associaion banquet Nov. 12 in Louisville, Ky.



PERFORMANCE
UPD

FALL BULLS OFF TEST
- Ready for sale

25 Bull Calves
 9-2-89 through 11-9-89 and weaned 

Average  weaning weight 708 lb
Average adjust&   weight 691 lb.

  average  weight 1,271 
height  inches

Average adjusted  weight 1,305 lb, height
52.42 inches.

Females 
A select group for sale by private treaty.
10 Fall Calving Cows with calves at side

 Spring Calving Heifers to  March cmd April
25 Spring  Cows to calve  and April

Large, fertile females with
performancesecondtonone.

Special Thanks to:
Brookwood Farms,  MO for the purchase of fall

cows, fall heifers and a herd bull.

SEMEN AVAILABLE FROM OUR TOP SIRES

Complete records since 1958
AHIR records available, including 

Certified brucellosis and TB free

Farm
Albany, MO 64402 . Don Grace . (816) 726-3262
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A STRONG LEADER
AND PROMOTER

DAVID PINGREY

David Robert “Dave” Pingrey, manag-
ing partner of  Black Bull Cattle Compa-
ny, Benton, Miss., started in the Angus
business in 1953. He has long been dedi-

cated to breeding top quality, reasonably
priced, performance Angus seedstock for
the commercial cattle industry.

Pingrey served two three-year terms
on the American Angus Association
Board of  Directors from 1973 to 1979. He
helped shape and guide the Association’s

Angus Herd Improvement Records
(AHIR) program and Angus Sire Evalua-
tion program during his seven years as an
officer and director.

Pingrey was a member of the Breed
Improvement Committee when the first
structured Sire Evaluation Report was is-
sued in Louisville in 1974. That report of
25 bulls included a Black Bull Cattle

Company sire. He served as vice presi-
dent of the American Angus Association
in 1979 and as president in 1980.

Pingrey is an educator and a promoter
of beef cattle performance records. He
served as associate professor of animal
science at both Mississippi State Univer-
sity and Iowa State University. He was
executive vice president of the Mississippi
Cattlemen’s Association and currently

serves on its board of directors. He was di-
rector of performance evaluation for
Black Witch Farms before becoming a

partner in Black Bull Cattle Company.
Pingrey is one of the early promoters

of practical performance for within herd

evaluation. He witnessed the program
grow from its infancy to an integral part
of our business today,


