
Thanks, Kevin and Lydia, for putting
things in perspective.When times get tough
in agriculture, we tend to see the negatives
that come our way more vividly than the
positives that might be hidden in between. It’s
been a tough summer for cattle producers
across the country, but we’ve seen tough
times before and, there’s no question, we’ll see
them again. I have faith that every single one
of you that is challenged by a shortage of
resources for your operation will find

innovative ways to
overcome those obstacles.

Finding the good in
what seems to be a
negative situation is a
constant challenge in
agriculture. This rule
holds true for the Angus
business as well. When
you’re confronted with
change, or with an
idea that seems to be
all wrong at first
glance, I challenge you
to dig deeper into that
idea and look at it
from all perspectives.
Upon further review,
it might start to
become a little
clearer that, long-
term, it’s what is best
for your business.

I encourage all of
you to attend our
Annual Meeting in
Louisville this
month and to hear
about the changes
and challenges
your Association
has faced this past
year. I’m looking
forward to
sharing them
with you.

In the spirit of Thanksgiving 
On the morning of Aug. 27, while going through the ever-increasing mound of mail that

seems to gather on my desk while I’m away, I came to the Late Summer Newsletter 2002 from
Yon Family Farms in Ridge Spring, S.C. Kevin and Lydia Yon are longtime friends from my days
as a regional manager in the Southeast. And I might say, they were very young at that time.

As I read through the letter, I was reminded of a couple of things. One, it is a great
honor to be an Angus breeder living in America, and, two, the worth of individuals should
never be measured by material holdings, but rather by how they handle adversity.

With their permission, Kevin and Lydia are assisting me by contributing a portion of
their newsletter to this column.

It begins, 
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