
Vet Call
Stay in The Money with Pinkeye Management

PINKEYE. The simple name can’t fool

beef producers. Eating up more than
$150 million each year in decreased
weight gains, drops in milk production,

reduced sale prices and treatment costs,
infectious bovine keratoconjunctivitis
(IBK or pinkeye) poses a serious threat to
cow-calf operations.

When all economic factors associated
with pinkeye are considered, the impact

of the disease is enormous. In fact, it can
cut $5 to $7 per hundred weight from the
value of marketed cattle, says Van Rick-

etts, DVM, Pfizer technical services.
When blindness occurs, the costs can be

even greater.
Caused by the Moraxella bovis bacteri-

um, pinkeye is a highly contagious dis-

ease. When one or two calves come down
with red or watery eyes, most of the herd
can become infected with pinkeye in a few
short days. Young calves are particularly
susceptible to the organism, picking it up
through direct contact of eyes, faces and
nasal secretions, as well as direct contact

with inanimate objects such as feed
bunks and squeeze chutes that may be

contaminated with the organism.

Although pinkeye may be contracted
under any conditions, susceptibility is

greater if there is excessive dust, tall and
dry weeds and high numbers of face flies.
A good herd health program should in-

clude fly control and pasture management.
Fly tags, spraying of insecticides, and

insecticide-impregnated dust bags are ef-
fective in controlling fly populations, but
must be monitored frequently for resis-

tance. In areas where cattle are heavily
concentrated, breaking up fecal pads will
help to minimize the growth of  face fly

larvae.

To keep incoming cattle from infecting
a herd, an inspection/treatment protocol

should be developed and followed for the
new cattle. Some harbor the bacteria but
don’t show signs of the disease which can

cause unsuspected spread within a herd.

Allergic reactions to pollen often  initi-
ate the start of pinkeye. Proper pasture
management, including frequent clipping
to remove seed pods that continually

brush cattle’s faces and irritate eyes, will
help to keep down hazards.

While employing solid management
techniques may help reduce the  opportu-

nities for pinkeye to find its way into a
herd, severe outbreaks can still occur.

Traditional treatments, such as
antibiotics injected directly into the eye-
lid, topical powders and suture patches,
are labor-intensive and provide only
short-term protection. Vaccines, another

option, must be administered before  pink-
eye outbreaks occur and often require
boosters to last throughout the fly season.

By carefully controlling environmental
conditions, monitoring cattle frequently
and treating at the first signs of infection,

producers can stay “in the money” while
keeping cattle “out of the pink.”

Ricketts recommends treating with
the only injectable antibiotic approved for
pinkeye Liquamycin LA-200. With a sin-

gle intramuscular injection of Liquamycin
LA-200 into the hindquarter, the antibiot-

ic delivers three days of therapy. "Treat-
ment with this long-lasting injectable is

convenient, requiring less handling of the
infected animal,” Ricketts says.

 3. LIBERTY ANGUS
Dinwiddie Limited Partnership, Owner

Bud Paul, Manager
Route  Box 158

Middleburg, VA 22117
(703)  or (703) 687-3233
Located 4  from 

In the Tradition of the Old Dominion.

.  G I N G E R   A N G U S

Hodge Miller
 Box 10

Washington, VA 22747
 Miller (703) 6753691

Jay Miller (703) 9553532
Hodge Miller (703) 937-3347
Brooke Miller (703) 675-1001

Herd sires:  Executive 727, Ginger
Hill Boss 150, Ginger Hill Mountain Dew,
Ginger Hill Duster and Ginger Hill Power
230,  yearling weight bull 1990-1991

Midland Bull Test.
Beef cattle right for the commercial and

purebred industry for 35 years.

CATTLE CO.
Harold E. Young Jr., MD

 Farm
Barboursville, VA 22923

 (703) 832-2222
Days (703) 672-3330

Sires:  2100, Traveler, Rainmaker and
Liberty Super Rito 258.

Cows sired by: Shoshone  
Band 116, Power Play, Independence,
Liberty Patriot, Pine Drive,  2100,
Traveler and Liberty Super  258.
Emphasis on milk and calving-ease,

conception and eye-appeal, carcass and
growth, and top foundation cows.

4. LYNN BRAE
ASSOCIATES

1720 Roanoke Rd.
 VA 24083

 Steele (703) 989-1923
Roger Steele (703) 992-3733

AT DINWIDDIE FARM
Karen and Bud Paul, Owners

Rt.  Box 158
Middleburg, VA 22117

(703) 687-3095 or (703) 687-3233

 
Route 1, Box  E

 VA 22001
(703) 327-4863

Fax (703) 327-4777
George W.  Owner

Marvin and Katheryn Robertson
Mark  Manager

Your Herd Can Be A Part Of This Prestigious Page.
Call Bill Powell at (301) 271-2767 To Find Out How!
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