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utches County is an area in 
New Ynrk state as rich in 
histop as it is In beauty Lo- 

cated in the eastern part of the state 
north of New Ynrk City, it is bordered by 
the Hud.wn Ever and Comecticut. This 
region is pmbahly best known for heed- 
ing quality Angus cattle and for the 
Dutchaq County Fair held a t  Rhineheck. 

In June the Eastern Regional cJuninr 
Angus Heifer Show was held a t  this fa- 
mous fairgmunds. For any fimt-time visi- 
tors to the area. the visit would not have 
been complete without hearing Dutch- 
County's history. 

The Dutchess Gunty Fair has hosted 
Angus cattle wmpetition for almost three 
quarters of a century. In addition to p m  
ducing many champions that have gone 
on to win in national competition, it has 
been mid that the debut of the show a L .  
marked the beginning of Angus domi- 
nance in the eastern United States. 

Dutches County was known for many 
years as the d s t m k  capital of the mun- 
try. This reputation was gained both na- 
tionally and internationally, with Dutch- 
ess County herds p d u c i n g  outstanding 
stack that was used as the foundation of 
hundreds of new herds. 

Myron Fuerst ,  85-year-old Angus 
M e r  and Angus W r i a n  from Rhine 
beck, says the county has enjoyed this 
reputation as far back as the 1920s. He 
recalls that is when breeders started re- 
ferring to the county as the txedstnck cap 
it& but the reputation for outstanding 
cattJe goes back much further. 

"Although mwt people don't rcalizc~ it, 
beef cattlc~ were a prnduct of niany :ireas 
of New Ynrk stat42 into the last wntup." 
he explain<. %i the mid 1800s. New York 
City was an inipwtant center of the heef 
export trade. Cattle. niostly hi~llncks, 
were fattened on ail abundance of supcri- 
or grass that grew in Dutchess County 
and other parts of the state. When the 
cattle were ready for market, drovers 
herded them down the tmils to New York 
City, where they were shipped live to 
England and other parts of Eurnpe and 
slaughtered. Many of the cattle were a h  
driven to the a t t l e  market a t  Urighton, 
Mass This was the earliest ~ m j n r  stnck- 
yard in the country." 

h e r s t  says he would have to cite the 
Thorne family cattle operation as  being 
one of the most influential in the state. 
and a h  for being the first registered An- 
gus breeder in the county. In 1850 the 
family established a purebred herd of 
Shorthorn cattle a t  Thorndale F m s  in 
Millbmk. Over the years the family am- 
tinued tn operate the farm. 

In the lY20s, Oakleigh Thorne, the 
third generation to own the operation, 
took an early ietirement from his fmancial 
interests and tumed his attention tn the 
beef cattle industry. He bought a 4,000- 
acre former dairy farm a t  Pine Plains, 
which he m e d  BrimMTFarms. Eking a 
practical man, %me mncentrated his ef- 
fork on the production of qual~ty beef for 
the h t e m  market by f&g Shorthorn, 
Hereford and Angus steers, plus a variety 
of c m s s b d .  He quickly realized that the 

Anw p m d u d  the best camm with the 
earliest maturitv. In 1924 he bought 130 
Angus mws and four young bulls h m  o p  
erations in North Dakota and Canada. He 
hired Alan hf&regor tn manage the a t -  
tle; later Willicam H. Pew managed the o p  
eration. 

At the pinnacle of Briarcliffs pmduc- 
tion, the herd numbered more than 
registered Angus cows that were to be- 
come the fountainhead of almost all of the 
Angus herds in the county a s  well a s  
many outstanding herds throughout the 
muntqv. 
Some early herds that were started in 

the  county from Briarcliff foundation 
s h k  include Blackbriar, started by John 
Baker,  a long-time president of t h e  
Audubon Society; Bethel Farms, started 
by Henry Jackmn and Dale Fletcher and 
Fuerst Stock Farms, started by Myrnn 
Fuerst. 



Ankony Farm wmld he canother Dutch- 
ess County operation that  helped the 
munty become a leadirg influence in the 
cattle industry. The farm was started in 
1937 by Allan Ryan. then chairman of the 
board of the Royal Typeuriter Company. 
The operation started in a Lmall way uIth 
the purchase of five open and five bred 
Angw heifen h m  h e n t  Stock Farm. 

In the late l!MOs, Lee Leachman joined 
the operation, initiating a partnership 
that produced a herd of Angus cattle that 
were sought after, not only nationwide, 
but worldwide. This waq achieved bv pur- 
chming 13riamlifTheifers and, later, sever- 
al entire herds, along with some out- 
standing herd bulls. Ws bmther Lester 
later joined the operation. 

uAnkony was actually responsible for 
changing the whole picture of the Angus 
breed,* h e m t  says. T h e  emphasis of An- 
mq cattle up until that time had been pn- 

rna~ily on females. In showing the best 10 
head a t  the International Livestnck Show 
in Chicago, the lineup would usmlly mn- 
sist of heifers and one or two bulls. When 
Ankony e-xhibited in the show, however, 
the lineup consisted mainly of bulls. I feel 
this is when people in the Angu buqines.. 
started to realize that bulls are what is 
most important in a breed." 

In 1970 Ankony reported that in the 
previous IGyear period, they had exhibib 
ed the best 10 head p u p  a t  the Intern- 
tional, 12 times, all with bulls. This is a 
m r d  never ammplished by any o h  ex- 
hibitor. Although the Ankony name is still 
in existem, not one of the origmal ownem 
has been associated with it since 1Wl. 

Rally Fanns, started by .Senator M- 
enc H. Bontecou, is another example of 
outstanding Angus opmtions that sku+ 
ed in Dutchem County in the 1920s. In 
1929 the senator bought a wlected p u p  

1959 t h -  ~ < ~ ~ ~ i i t o r  died iind his *In. .lc-sw. 
111 pii~tmwhip n i t t i  his mot lit^. tw)k ovvr 
t11t- oporat ion. 111 IS175 l*'rd Smalstig 
joi~icd tht, o p ~ i i t ~ o ~ i  :is n~:uiqyr. At that 
time. th(~ hmt had gn)w11 to :W hwd and 
t l ~ s  olxvation had 1.1 m~ploy t~~s .  

Throughout the yci~rs. Rally Fi~rnis 
held m;~ny succc~ssful production sales 
ilnd pn)v(d tough cnniptition in thc show 

five MI-ti~ntl t~rnploycvs. 
'.Tod:iy tho county h i~s  :I lot of Thor- 

ought)~d h o ~ w  fkms and not W I ~  nxiny 
A n k ~ ~ s  operations left.'' Smalstig says. "Ur- 
txui development has a factor in cut- 
ting do\vn on the size and number of 
farms in the county. When I came to 
Dutchtw county, there were 14 herds of 
out.qtanding h k m s  a t t l e  within a 30-mile 
radius of Rally Fann. I remember Tom 
l3urke making a statement at that time 
about seeing more g(md cattle in three or 
four days in Dukhess Countv than if he 
had traveled the whole United States." 

Other noteworthy events pertaining to 
I h k h e s s  County's cattle history would 
have to include ~xmgnition of the achiev* 
ment of i t s  Angus breeders by the Angus 
Heritage Foundation. Inducted into the 
Foundation are five breeders: Oakleigh 
Thome, Allan Rvan. Dale Fletcher, Lee 
L,eachman, Lester Leachman and Mymn 
Fuerst. 

Still another milestone in the cattle 
histoy of the county was the formation of 
the first 4-H l3eef Club in New York .state. 
In 1926 the Dutche.. County Aberdeen 
Angus Club was organized under the 
leadership of Hayden Tozier Jr. During 
the 34 years Tozier was in charge of the 
club, 950 4 H  members participated. 

In 1976 the 50th anniversary of the 
first Angus Show at the Dutchess County 
Fair was observed by holding the Eastern 
Regional .Junior Angus Heifer Show a t  
the fairgrounds in w e b e c k .  In 1993 the 
third eastern Regional Junior Angus 
Heifer Show waq held there, canying on 
an Angus tradition of young pmple show- 
ing Angus cattle in a county where the 
challenge of breeding better l i v w k k  con- 
tinues. 
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