
Within this “Newsmakers” column we share important news  
and accomplishments of our members, including state association activities,  
birth and marriage announcements, and news of Angus members’ passing. 

Compiled by Lindsay King, assistant editor

In passing

Mary Block, 83, Yorkville, Ill., 
passed away May 16. 

Block was born in New Orleans on 
Sept. 29, 1935, to the late Lloyd J. and 
Mireille née Lebreton Cobb.

She was a 1957 graduate of Tulane 
University and a member Kappa 
Kappa Gamma sorority. As a Cordell 
Hull Scholar, Block lived in Spain for 
five years in the early 1960s where 
she worked in the National Archives 
of Spain in both Seville and Madrid. 
Block also led many trade missions 
to Latin America and Europe for the 
New Orleans International Trade 
Mart where her father was president. 
She later taught Spanish and Algebra 
at Metairie Park Country Day 
School. As a young woman, Block 
was a model and appeared in various 
publications including the cover of 
Town and Country magazine. 

Upon the death of her husband 
Dr. George E. Block in 1994, Block 
became the president of Sunny Valley 
Farm, LLC. She bred some of the 
most famous Angus cattle in the 
breed, including the legendary SVF 
Bandolier. An equestrian in her youth 
she enjoyed her horses, dogs, travel, 
and family. 

Survivors include her sons, Edward 
(Kimberly) Block of Bristol, Va., 
and George (Marjorie) Block, Jr. of 
San Antonio, Texas; grandchildren, 
Natalie Mireille Block of Bristol, Va., 

Meagan (Alehandro) Block Garcia of 
San Antonio, Texas, Jeremy Randolph 
(Christalene) Block of San Antonio, 
Texas, and Dr. Travis Jackson 
Block of San Antonio, Texas; great 
grandchildren, Maxwell Alexander 
Garcia and Liberty Jane Garcia both 
of San Antonio, Texas. 

Mark Wade 
Slagle, 58, 
Sargent, Neb., 
passed away 
April 19. 

Mark was 
born April 17, 
1961, to Melvin 

and Jeanette (Gibson) Slagle in Ord, 
Neb. He spent much of his young 
years farming the front yard and 
would regularly negotiate trades 
for needed toy equipment at the 
Sargent John Deere store. These early 
business deals would help him as he 
transitioned into adulthood.

Mark graduated from Sargent 
Public High School in 1979 and knew 
early on he wanted to farm and raise 
registered Angus cattle. He formed a 
partnership in 1976 with his parents 
to start Slagle Angus. Although they 
did show at the Denver Stock Show 
from 1981 to 1984 and won the 
grand champion carload three times, 
Mark’s primary goal was to raise big 
beef bulls that performed well in the 
feedlot setting.

In 1996, Mark married Kristin 

McDaniel and they had four 
daughters: Corri, Bridget, Vivian and 
Melissa. 

As Mark battled ocular lymphoma 
with CNS involvement, he showed 
his true spirit by coping with this 
disease while being the best dad 
possible. While getting treatments, 
he took his family in a camper 
to Alaska for 19 days, fulfilling a 
longtime dream of his.

Mark holds a patent for his post-
puller invention. He loved hunting, 
precision shooting and music. 

Survivors include his wife, Kristin; 
daughters Corri, Bridget, Vivian and 
Melissa Slagle; parents, Melvin and 
Jeanette, and sister Cheryl (Bernard) 
Ritchie. 

In recognition 

NCBA CEO Announces 
Retirement

After 34 years with the National 
Cattlemen’s Beef Association 
(NCBA), the past four as CEO, Kendal 
Frazier announced his plans for 
retirement. Kendal’s career began 
as a farm broadcaster in Kansas, 
where he also served as director 
of communications for the Kansas 
Livestock Association (KLA), before 
moving to Denver, Colo., to join the 
staff of the National Cattlemen’s 
Association (NCA), predecessor 
organization to NCBA. 
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During his illustrious career, he 
served the beef industry through 
some of its most challenging times 
and events.

“For more than three decades, the 
beef industry has benefited from 
Kendal’s vision and leadership. There 
is no doubt in my mind that he has 
played a major role in ensuring the 
success of our industry today,” says 
NCBA President Jennifer Houston. 
“It has been my pleasure to work 
closely with Kendal for many years 
and I can say without a doubt, we are 
far better off because of his service to 
cattlemen and cattlewomen.”

As CEO, Frazier kept a sharp focus 
on the issues that matter most to 
the members and the industry he 
represented. During his tenure, his 
commitment to improving domestic 
and international demand for beef 
has been unwavering. 

Likewise, he dedicated significant 
resources to ensuring beef 
producers continue to enjoy the 
freedom to operate by ensuring 
members’ priorities in Washington, 
D.C., remain a core focus for the 
association.

“I’m a lucky man to have worked in 
the cattle industry, what a wonderful 
journey this has been,” Frazier says. 

“It has been an honor to serve the 
men and women who make their 
living in the cattle business. I am 
confident that I’m leaving NCBA in a 
good place.”

Angus Employee Selected for 
International Award

Kasey Brown, 
Saint Joseph, 
Mo., was chosen 
to represent the 
U.S. at the 2019 
International 
Federation of 
Agricultural 
Journalists (IFAJ) 

Congress by receiving the 2019 IFAJ/
Alltech Young Leaders in Agricultural 
Journalism Award. Brown is one of 
ten young agriculturalists selected 
from the IFAJ’s 50 member countries 
to attend the event.  

“The importance of strong 
journalism in communicating 
agriculture’s truth in today’s world 
cannot be overstated,” says Mark 
Lyons, president and CEO of Alltech. 
“We are proud to support the next 
generation of journalists who are 
passionate about sharing the real 
stories of the farm and field, and the 
men and women who work tirelessly 

to feed our planet.” 
The ten honorees will attend 

the Congress in Minneapolis, 
Minn., in late July where they will 
participate in a boot camp and 
workshops pertaining to professional 
development and networking. 

“The IFAJ/Alltech Young Leaders 
program has helped strengthen so 
many individual careers, so many 
guilds around the world, and IFAJ 
as a whole,” says Steve Werblow, 
IFAJ secretary general. “Bringing 
together these talented, motivated 
and energetic young professionals 
is always a highlight of the year, and 
watching them go back home with 
new contacts and perspective is 
extremely exciting.”

CAB Announces Summer 
Interns

The Certified Angus Beef ® (CAB®) 
brand’s producer communications 
team welcomes Chelsea Dinterman, 
Walkersville, Md., and Kylee Kohls, 
Litchfield, Minn., to the brand’s 
homeroom in Wooster, Ohio, this 
summer as interns. 

Growing up on the outskirts of 
Washington, D.C., and Baltimore, 
Dinterman saw how disconnected 
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the public is from their food source. 
Experiences in 4-H and FFA gave her 
a passion for sharing agriculture’s 
story and led her to Oklahoma State 
University (OSU) where she is a 
senior in ag communications. 

“I am excited to learn the ins and 
outs of cattle production while 
sharing the stories of those who feed 
us,” Dinterman says. “I have no doubt 
after this summer I will be a stronger 
advocate for production agriculture.” 

Raised on a registered cattle 
farm in central Minnesota, active 
in 4-H and FFA, Kohls brings her 
knowledge and enthusiasm for beef 
wherever she goes. Seven-generation 
roots in farming led her to study ag 
communications, food safety, meat 
science and social media at South 
Dakota State University (SDSU), 
where she will be a senior this fall. 

Newsmakers continued from page 107

Continued on page 113

Angus at the White House 

Two Angus members (Don Schiefelbein, American Angus Association Board 
member; and Mark Duffell, Whitestone Farm) were present at the White 

House for President Donald Trump’s rural broadband internet speech. 
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Newsmakers continued from page 110

Continued on page 118

“I feel called to share food’s 
story from farm to fork with 
producers and consumers 
alike to continue to build 
relationships and trust in our 
food system,” she says. “Beef is 
my passion and I am eager to 
share stories with cattlemen 
across the country as we work 
together to provide a quality 
product for generations to come.” 

Dinterman and Kohls work 
on a variety of platforms – print, 
broadcast, online, etc. – to connect 
producers with the latest ideas on 
how to raise the best beef profitably. 
The pair work with the producer 
communications team to create 
feature stories, technical news 
releases and video scripts, along 
with photography and blogs.Chelsea Dinterman, left, Walkersville, Md., 

and Kylee Kohls, right, Litchfield, Minn.
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2019 Alabama Angus Association Sale, April 20, Cullman 

Beach Creek Farms, Arab, Ala., consigned 
the grand champion female. Pictured 

(from left) are Brett Thrower, consignor; 
Mike McGuire, Alabama Angus Association 

executive secretary; and Mason and 
Kirk Smith, Guntersville, Ala., buyers. 

Sandy Ridge Farm, Athens, Ala., consigned 
the reserve grand champion female. 
Pictured is David Osborn, consignor, 
right. Award presented by McGuire. 

Dyar Angus, Crossville, Ala., consigned 
the grand champion bred heifer. 

Pictured is Richard Dyar, consignor, 
right. Award presented by McGuire. 
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Continued on page 123

Sandy Ridge Farm, Athens, Ala., consigned 
the reserve grand champion bred heifer. 

Pictured (from left) are McGuire; and David 
Osborn and Jerry Gurton, consignors. 

O Bar Ranch, Scottsboro, Ala., consigned the 
grand champion bull. Pictured is Tony Bell, 

consignor, right. Award presented by McGuire. 

Spidel Land & Cattle, Athens, Ala., 
consigned the reserve grand champion 
bull. Pictured is Ted Spidel, consignor, 

right. Award presented by McGuire. 

119July 2019 Angus Journal



120 Angus Journal July 2019



121July 2019 Angus Journal



122 Angus Journal July 2019



Newsmakers continued from page 119

Mahlon Richburg, Auburn, Ala., left, received the 
Lifetime Achievement Award. Presented by J.B. Turner Jr. 

Chris Wisener, Arab, Ala., left, received the 
outgoing president award. Presented by Turner Jr. 

2019 Alabama Angus Association Annual Meeting and Banquet, April 19, Cullman 

Serving on the Alabama Angus Association Board of Directors (seated, 
from left) are J.B. Turner Jr., Harvest, Ala., president; Cobie Rutherford, 

Starkville, Miss., first vice president; Richard Dyar, Crossville, Ala., second 
vice president; Craig Bryson, Titus, Ala., treasurer; and Mike McGuire, 

Waverly, Ala., executive secretary. Directors serving on the board 
(standing, from left) are Rob Adams, Union Springs, Ala.; Sammy Walker, 

Toney, Ala.; Chuck Madaris, Hope Hull, Ala.; Tandy West, Centre, Ala.; 
Brian Cash, Steele, Ala.; Scott McElfresh, Fayette, Ala.; Jay Howard, Oxford, 

Ala.; Ben Maples, Elkmont, Ala.; and Scott Haynes, Blountsville, Ala.
Continued on page 125
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2019 Western National Angus Futurity Super Point Roll of Victory Show, 
April 14, Reno, Nev. 

Levisay Farms, Creston, Calif., won herdsman of the year. 
Pictured (from left) are Madison, Seth, Brad and Buckley 

Cox, presenting; Susan, Savannah, David and Calvin Levisay, 
recipients; and Dick Hubman, WNAF planning committee. 

Express Angus Ranches, Yukon, Okla., won premier breeder 
and premier exhibitor. Pictured (from left) are Madison 
Weaver, Miss American Angus; and Jeanine Reiger, Bob 
Funk, Jarold Callahan and Donnie Robertson, recipients. 

Newsmakers continued from page 123
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