
Newsmakers

Compiled by Shauna Rose Hermel, Angus Beef Bulletin editor

Within this “Newsmakers” column we are pleased to share important news and  
accomplishments of our members, including state association activities,  

birth and marriage announcements, and news of Angus members’ passing.

Illinois historic Angus herd 
In 1968 Duane and Doris Kruse 

established DeKap Angus Farm in 
Lanark, Ill. The American Angus 
Association recognizes the Kruses’ 
herd with the Historic Angus Herd 
award to showcase their 
commitment to the Angus breed. 
This award is presented to active 
Angus breeders and immediate 
family members who have been in 
continuous production of registered 
Angus cattle for 50 years or more.

Duane and Doris chose the Angus 
breed because of its popularity in 
America. The couple purchased their 
first cattle from Ken Truman and 

Richard Zuck and his daughter Susan, 
all from Lanark. He also purchased 
cattle from the Pioneer Dispersal Sale 
in Johnston, Iowa, and Colonel 
Tommy Williams of Comar, Ill.

The Kruses purchased Bradmar 
Queen 436 at the Williams’ sale. She 
became the foundation of DeKap 
Angus Farm, producing prize-
winning animals shown at major 
shows across the country for the past 
decade.

The main focus of the DeKap 
operation has always been 
performance cattle, resulting in 
top-selling, high-performing cattle at 
several state bull tests and the 

Annual Illinois Angus Futurity.
The Kruses continue to live on 

DeKap Angus Farm, where Angus 
cattle, Angus friends and family are 
simply a way of life. They have four 
children, eight grandchildren and 
four great-grandchildren.

Visit www.angus.org for more 
information on the Historic Angus 
Herd Award and to view a list of past 
recipients since the program’s 
inception in 1988.

New arrivals
Regional Manager Casey and Kayla 

Jentz welcomed Savannah Marie 
Jentz Saturday, May 19 at 11:21 p.m. 

Alabama Angus Ass’n Spring Sale, April 21, Cullman, Ala.

Officers and directors elected to the Alabama Angus Ass’n Board are (front row, from left) Chris Wisener, 
Arab, Ala., president; Cobie Rutherford, Starkville, Miss., second vice president; Richard Dyar, Crossville, 

Ala., treasurer; Mike McGuire, Waverly, Ala., executive secretary; (back row, from left) Rob Adams, 
Union Springs, Ala.; Craig Bryson, Titus, Ala.; Don Lyles, Harvest, Ala.; Sammy Walker, Toney, Ala.; 
David Osborn, Athens, Ala.; Jay Howard, Oxford, Ala.; Len Colvin, Bridgeport, Ala.; Robert Williams, 

Section, Ala.; Tandy West, Centre, Ala.; John Starnes, Fort Payne, Ala.; and Zane Troxtel, Geraldine, Ala. 

Photo by Mark Sims, American Angus Association.

94 Angus Journal July 2018

Yo
ur

 Li
fe



Louisiana Angus Ass’n Annual Meeting & Banquet, April 27, LeCompte 

From left, Elizabeth Benoit, Louisiana Angus Princess presents top-
selling female awards for the 2017 March association sale to Lee 

Robbins, Ruston, bred heifer; Dave Means III, Gloster, fall pair; Edward 
Hymel, Vacherie, spring pair; and Nicholas Purpera, Plaquemine, open 

heifer. Also presenting is Olivia Shepherd, Miss Louisiana Angus. 

From left, Elizabeth Benoit presents top-
selling bull awards for the 2018 January ass’n 

sale to Lee Robbins, Ruston, bull under 20 
months; Robert Burford, Gloster, bull over 20 
months. Also presenting is Olivia Shepherd.

Dale Schexnayder (center), Port Allen, was 
named Breeder of the Year, presented by 

Benoit (left); and Shepherd.

The LeBeouf family, DeRidder, was named Family 
of the Year. Pictured are (from left) Benoit; Kurt, 

Kara, Lani and Angie LeBeouf; and Shepherd.

She weighed 8 lb., 4 oz., and was 21 
in. long.

Savannah was welcomed home by 
sister Sydney. 

Regional Manager Drew and 
Morgan Feller welcomed Mila Belle 
Feller Wednesday, May 9. She 

weighed 5 lb., 3 oz. and was 17.5 in. 
long.

Bret and Jaycee Farmer welcomed 
Cooper Michael Farmer at 1:13 a.m. 
Friday May, 4. He weighed 7 lb., 10 
oz., and was 21 in. long. Jaycee works 
for Angus Genetics Inc.

BCIA honors Dyar
The Alabama Beef Cattle 

Improvement Association (BCIA) 
awarded Richard Dyar of Dyar Angus 
in Crossville with the 2017 Spirit of 
BCIA Award, and J. H. Graydon Farm, 
Rusty and Debbie Graydon of 

Elected to serve on the Louisiana Angus Ass’n board of directors are (front row from left) Lana Myers, 
Jennings, junior advisor; Edward Hymel, Vacherie, secretary; Kevin Windham, Jena, president; Dale 

Schexnayder, Port Allen, treasurer;Kurt LeBeouf, DeRidder, vice president; (back row from left) Directors 
Ron Springer, Keithville; Dave Means III, Gloster; Drew Hall, Ethel; Greg Tate, Ville Platte; Robert 
Burford, Gloster; Warren Bryan, Ruston; Phillip Shoemaker, Winnsboro; and Lee Robbins, Ruston.

Photos by Mark Sims, American Angus Association

Continued on page 97
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West Virginia

Virginia

434-335-4169 • 434-222-1880 (cell)
dursur@aol.com

4394 Straightstone Road
Long Island, VA 24569

Robert “Doc” Durr, owner

Straightstone Angus, LLC

Robert A. McConnell, Owner
P.O. Box 129 

Somerset, VA 22972
Barn (540) 672-1535
Cell (703) 509-0056

 McConnell Angus Farm

The Brand of Quality

ROCKING P FARM
6581 US Hwy. 33 E 
4 miles east of I-79

Horner, WV 26372-9734
Don & Mida Peterson (304) 269-3877

E-mail: rockingp@shentel.net
Annual Production Sale

 1st Friday night in November
At Jackson’s Mill, Weston, WV

Sires in use:
16772185
16286088

17301923
17852869

POINT PLEASANT ANGUS
Bland, VA and Blountville, TN

Larry and Claudia Shaver
(Cell) 423.341.2718 • (Farm) 423.323.1817

pointpleasantangus@gmail.com

Montgomery the 2017 Purebred 
Producer of the Year at the Alabama 
BCIA 2018 Annual Meeting on March 
10 in Huntsville.

Dyar has been involved in the 
Alabama cattle industry for more 
than 40 years. He demonstrates 
commitment to Alabama BCIA 
performance principles and has 
promoted Alabama BCIA in each 
level of his involvement within the 
beef cattle industry. Dyar Angus 
produces performance Angus 
seedstock with numerous years of 
participation in BCIA bull 
evaluations and consignment sales, 

earning top bull honors and 
producing high-selling bulls. 

Dyar currently serves on the 
American Angus Association Board 
of Directors. Dyar served as president 
of Alabama BCIA in 2007 and as 
president of the Alabama Beef Cattle 
Improvement Foundation from 2007 
to 2016, where he was a primary 
originator of the foundation and its 
efforts. The Spirit of BCIA Award 
recognizes and honors a member 
who exemplifies the commitment to 
BCIA performance principles and 
who has sought to promote the BCIA 
program.

J.H. Graydon Farm is owned and 
operated by husband and wife team 
Rusty and Debbie Graydon. The farm 
has produced Angus seedstock for 
the past 30 years, utilizing the Angus 
Herd Improvement Record (AHIR®) 
system since the late 1980s to keep 
track of and analyze all performance 
records of their vast herd.

Using proven genetics, J.H. 
Graydon Farm strives to build bulls 
that will perform in the Southeast’s 
high humidity, hot temperatures and 
native grasses to produce genetics 
that complement the Angus breed 
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South Carolina

Breeding Registered 
Angus Since 1962!

W.R. “Billy” McLeod
1320 Old Manning Rd • Sumter, SC 29150

(803) 481-2011
williammcleod@ftc-i.net • www.blackcrestfarm.com

Kevin & Lydia Yon 
PO Box 737 • Ridge Spring, SC 29129

(803) 685-5048 • Fax (803) 685-0548
email: kyon@pbtcomm.net • www.yonfamilyfarms.com

Located on Hwy 392

Ted Bartee 
1717 St. Paul Church Rd • Clover, SC 29710 

(803) 222-7533 • Fax (803) 222-9068
email: tumblet8@bellsouth.net

Walter D. Shealy & Family
20977 US Hwy 76
Newberry, SC 29108
Cell (803) 924-1000
Dixon (803) 629-1174
email: bg@wshealy.com
www.blackgrove.com

Production Sale, Second Saturday in February

Jefferson, GA
Robin Wilson 706-540-0400
Drew Wilson 706-499-4323
email: rwilson@ssuinc.com 

Georgia

Contact David Gazda 

706-296-7846  

dgazda@angus.org 

to advertise here! 

Newsmakers continued from page 97

and their customers. The Graydons 
are also active in the Alabama Angus 
Association, Alabama BCIA and their 
local Montgomery County 
Cattlemen’s Association.

J.H. Graydon Farm will be 
nominated by Alabama BCIA for the 
national Beef Improvement 
Federation’s (BIF) 2018 Outstanding 
Seedstock Producer of the Year 
Award.

In passing
Charles M. “Chuck” Pohlman, 72, 

of Hadar, Neb., died May 14, 2018.
The son of Arthur and Bernice 

Pohlman was born March 30, 1946, 

in Norfolk, Neb. He attended grade 
school in Hadar and graduated from 
Pierce High School. 

Chuck received a bachelor’s degree 
in agriculture education from the 
University of Nebraska–Lincoln in 

1968 and master’s degree from Iowa 
State University in 1970.

He married Linda Wrenn on 
March 14, 1970, at First Presbyterian 
Church in Grand Island, Neb. He 
started his education career in Iowa 
teaching high school in both 
Oakland and Elk Horn for two years 
at each location. They moved back to 
the Norfolk area where they raised 
their children — Scott, Bryan, 
Garrett and Emily — on their family 
farm. With Linda’s partnership, he 
built a premier purebred Angus cattle 
operation. 

Additionally, he started teaching 
Charles Pohlman Continued on page 102
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Mississippi Angus Ass’n Meeting & Banquet, May 4, Raymond, Miss. 

The Tony Thames family, Jayess, was named Family of the 
Year. D.R. Bozeman, Mississippi Angus Ass’n vice president, 
presents the honor to Luke, Jake, Sherry and Tony Thames. 

Nancy and William Howard, Canton, 
were named Progressive Breeder of the 
Year. Bozeman (left) presents the honor 

to Nancy and William Howard. 

Woods Angus, Benton, was honored with the 
Lifetime of Achievement Award. Bozeman presents 
the honor to (continuing from left) Robbie Woods; 
Karen Gunn, holding James Gunn and Trey Gunn. 

Melanie Kiani, Morton, was recognized for her support and dedication with 
the Mississippi Angus Ass’n President’s Award. Pictured are (from left) Ivan 
Kiani; Emma Collins; Stephen Gaines, Mississippi Angus Ass’n president, 

presenting; Melanie Kiani, recipient; and Kayla and Clint Collins.

Elected as officers and directors of the Mississippi Angus Ass’n Board are (seated, from left) D.R. 
Bozeman Jr., Flora, president; Lane Smith, Purvis, vice president; Marc Kimbrell, Carrollton, 

secretary; Kindra Whitlock, Iuka, treasurer; (back row, from left) Stuart Johnson, Tupelo; 
Jon Paul Whitlock, Iuka; W.E. Warren, West; Randy Walker, Potts Camp; Tony Thames, 

Jayess; Larry Blocker, Starkville; James Peden, DeKalb; and William Howard, Canton. 

Photos by Mark Sims, American Angus Association

Newsmakers continued from page 99

agriculture at Northeast Community 
College in Norfolk in 1972. With his 
leadership, NECC became the state’s 
first community college to add an ag 
program, building it from three to 
200 students over the course of 40 
years. The program’s Agriculture 

Complex, a $2.4-million, 
40,000-square-foot complex now 
bears his name. His teaching career 
culminated as dean of the 
Agriculture, Health and Science 
division of the college.

Chuck was an active member of 

the community. He was both an 
usher and Sunday school teacher at 
Christ Lutheran Church. He served 
as president of the school board. 

He also served as president of the 
Nebraska Angus Association for two 
terms. He was a long-time volunteer 
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Tennessee

Quintin Smith Family
Quintin and Vicki Smith

5171 Cainsville Rd • Lebanon, TN 37090
Cell (615) 207-0830 • (615) 444-8701
quintinsmithfamilyangus@gmail.com
www.quintinsmithfamilyangus.com

Contact Alex Tolbert

706-338-8733

atolbert@angus.org

 to advertise here!

A member of the 

Group

LONG
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FARM

Registered 
Angus Cattle

Kenneth Armstrong Family
PO Box 18 • Unionville, TN 37180

Cell (931) 703-6661
Home (931) 294-5457

email: kbarmstrong@united.net

fireman with the Hadar Fire 
Department and a member of the 
Pierce County zoning board.

He is survived by his wife of 48 
years, Linda Pohlman of Hadar, 
children Scott (Moriah) Pohlman of 
Hereford, Texas, Bryan (Nydia) 
Pohlman of Philadelphia, Garrett 
(Monique) Pohlman of Kearney, 
Emily (Mike) Ehle of Blair; seven 
grandchildren: Cutter, Colter, 
Natalia, Elizabeth, Dean, Mason, and 
Calum; siblings Marilyn and Jerry 
Glaser of Norfolk, Richard and Betty 
Pohlman of Hadar, Margaret and 
Donis Petersan of Lincoln, Dale and 
Susan Pohlman of Norfolk; in-laws 

Kathy (Gene) Gosch of Kearney, Jane 
(Rod) Gangwish of Shelton, Van 
(Cindy) Wrenn of Omaha, Sara (Rob) 
Mitchell of Omaha; and numerous 
nieces and nephews. They will 
forever appreciate the positive 
example he set, his selfless work 
ethic, his commitment to family and 
his Christian faith.

Wayne Delarmie “Doc” Smith, 90, 
of Green Castle, Mo., passed away 
Monday, May 28, 2018, at Kirksville 
Manor Care Center. He was born Jan. 
22, 1928, near Loeffler, Mo. He was 
the son of Frank Delarmie Smith and 
Sylvia Juanita (Rickard) Smith. 

Doc grew up in the Loeffler 
community and graduated from 
Willow Branch Grade School then the 
Kirksville Senior High School in 1947. 
He received the FFA State Farmer 
Degree in 1947 and was FFA State 
Reporter. He received the FFA 
American Farmer Degree in 1948 and 
was in the High School Honor 
Society. He attended Kirksville State 
Teachers’ College (now Truman State) 
and graduated from the University of 
Missouri with a bachelor’s degree in 
agriculture in 1951, a master’s degree 
in 1952, and a doctor of veterinary 
medicine in 1956.

Continued on page 113
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South Dakota

Angus and Charolais Cattle
18441 Capri Place • Harrold, SD 57536
Harry (605) 973-2417
Troy (605) 973-2448
E-mail: thomas@venturecomm.net
Pheasant Hunting – Private
Website: www.thomasranchcattle.com

THOMAS RANCH

3 South 1/2 East of Dante, SD
Annual sale 3rd Monday in February at the Ranch
Herd Sires: Duffs Amigo 815 • Duffs Special Edition 811
OCC Unmistakeabull • Koupal MVP 200 Koupal Juneau 797 
Koupals B&B Colossal 9052
Koupal Brulee 698 • Koupal MoCo • Koupals
B& B Marathon 8031 • Sitz Upward 307R
Semen Available • Visitors Welcome

For more information Contact:

LaVern & Alice 
605-384-5315,

mobile 605-491-1768 • 605-491-0354
lakoupal@cme.coop 

www.koupalangus.com

Bud & Bernie
605-384-3481

mobile 605-491-2102
bkoupal@cme.coop

Koupal Angus 

Spring Performance Sale
2nd Monday in April

1 p.m. (MDT) • Sale at St Onge Livestock

Visitors welcome! Ranch located 5 miles west of St. Onge 
on Hwy 34 or 6 miles east of Belle Fourche on Hwy 34.

www.bakerlemarangus.com • lemarangus@gmail.com

Mike & 
Sandra Baker
605-642-9785

11440 Angus Lane
St. Onge, SD 

57779

Annual Bull Sale third Saturday in February.

Mick & Lynn
605-337-2261

Ross & Kelly
605-337-9896

29208 374th Ave.
Geddes, SD 57342

www.varilekangus.com

Illinois Angus Ass’n Annual Banquet, Feb. 23, Springfield, Ill.

The Kevin Eathington family, Avon, was named the Illinois Jr. Angus 
Ass’n Outstanding Family of the Year. Pictured are (from left) Amber 

Schiffbauer, Miss Illinois Angus, presenting; Lindsey Decker, and 
Kyle, Ella, Kevin, Katelyn, Emma and Patricia Eathington. 

Alan Miller (left), Gridley, receives 
the Stan Prox Memorial Award 

from Linda Prox, right.

The Illinois Angus Ass’n presented 
Scott Anderson (left), Chrisman, and 
Trever Kuipers (right), Le Roy, with 
its Retiring Board Member Award.

Photos by Casey Jentz, American Angus Association

Alicia Miller (right), Forrest, 
receives the Illinois Jr. Angus Ass’n 
Appreciation Award from Amber 
Schiffbauer, Miss Illinois Angus.

Newsmakers continued from page 103

Continued on page 119

113July 2018 Angus Journal



Oklahoma 

inney Angus
Curtis Winney

Stillwater, Oklahoma
(888) 562-4521 or 

Mobile (405) 880-5190 
Producers of 

Quality Seedstock

THREE FORKS
RANCH
6959 Hwy. 251A

Fort Gibson, OK 74434
Paul & Paula Moore

(918) 687-6760
Mark Sexton, Mgr.

(918) 541-0418

3F

THREE FORKS
RANCH
6959 Hwy. 251A

Fort Gibson, OK 74434
Paul & Paula Moore

(918) 687-6760
Mark Sexton, Mgr.

(918) 541-0418

3F
www.threeforksangus.com

We specialize in calving-ease bulls.

Wann Ranch
Poteau, OK 74953

Danny • 918-658-8471
Roger • 940-727-8492

wanndanny@gmail.com
wannranch.org

Shawn Stevens
48458 Carter Road
Carmen, OK 73726

(580) 327-7367
sstevens17@hotmail.com

www.stevenslandandcattle.com

Wayne married Evelyn Ilene Young 
on Nov. 9, 1952, at the First Baptist 
Church in Columbia, Mo. He 
practiced veterinary medicine in 
Winigan, Mo., from June 1956 to 
October 1979. He became fieldman 
for the Missouri Angus Association 
Oct. 1, 1979, and graduated from 
Missouri Action School in January 
1980. He worked more than 1,500 
cattle sales and retired from the 
Association on Feb. 29, 2004. 

As a member of the First Baptist 
Church in Winigan, he served as 
Sunday school teacher, Sunday 
school secretary, training union 

director in addition to the Sunday 
school superintendent. 

He served as chairman of the 
Sullivan County Health Department 
Board, Sullivan County Memorial 
Hospital Board and the Sullivan 
County Ambulance Board. He also 
served four terms as judge of the 
Sullivan County Court (now called 
County Commissioner) Organization 
Chairman, was first president of the 
Sullivan County Public Water 
District Organization chairman and 
first president of the Sullivan County 
Cattleman’s Association. Doc served 
as president of the Sullivan County 

Farm Bureau, was chairman of the 
Sullivan County Extension Council, 
and served on the state advisory 
council. He was chairman of the 
Sullivan County Republican 
Committee; served on the 
Agriculture Advisory Committee for 
Governor Kit Bond, Senator John 
Danforth and Representative Tom 
Coleman; and was appointed to the 
state ASCS Committee (now FSA) by 
the first George Bush, serving four 
years, one as chairman. 

He was president of the Winigan 
4-H and Community Park Board, a 
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Texas

Richardson McClung Ranch

Founded by Luther T. McClung
Quality Angus Cattle for over 70 years

www.rm4mranch.com

Contact 
Howard Lawrence 

325-642-8617
howardl@rm4mranch.com

Bulls and Heifers 
For Sale

Contact Radale Tiner
to Advertise here.

979-492-2663
rtiner@angus.org

Mississippi Angus Ass’n Sale, May 5, Raymond, Miss.

Left: Stephen Gaines (left), Brandon, was presented 
the outgoing president recognition award by Lane 

Smith, Mississippi Angus Ass’n vice president.

Right: The Mississippi Angus Ass’n gave a 
donation to the Mississippi Angus Auxiliary. 

Melanie Kiani (left) Mississippi Angus Auxiliary 
president, accepts the donation from Lane 

Smith, Mississippi Angus Ass’n vice president. 

Photos by Mark Sims, American Angus Association

32 Degree Freemason, serving as 
District Grand Master, president of 
the Sullivan County Angus 
Association, president of the 
Chariton Valley Angus Association 
and secretary of the Green Hills 
Angus Association. He was 
recognized with a Who’s Who in 
Veterinary Science and Medicine, 
Who’s Who in Community Service, 
and 1980 Junior Angus Association 
Man of the Year. 

In 1995 he was the first inductee to 
the Missouri Angus Breeders Hall of 
Fame; in 1997, inducted into the 

National Junior Angus Honorary 
Foundation; and in 1997, the 
Missouri State Fair Cattle Show was 
dedicated to him. In 2001 he was 
inducted into the American Angus 
Heritage Foundation. In 2004, the 
University of Missouri Block and 
Bridle club named him Livestock 
Person of the Year. The 2004 
National Junior Angus Association 
show was dedicated to him. Also in 
2004, he was the second inductee 
into the Northeast Missouri 
Livestock Hall of Fame and named 
Missouri Cattlemen’s Association 

Pioneer Cattleman of the Year.
Doc has spent most of his life in 

the Loeffler and Winigan areas. He 
was preceded in death by his father, 
Frank; his mother, Sylvia; his brother, 
Donald; his wife, Evelyn on July 27, 
2012; as well as his grandparents, 
aunts and uncles. He is survived by 
his nephews, Larry Smith and wife 
Brenda of Green Castle, and Terry 
Smith and wife Tonyunna of Licking, 
Mo.; great nephews, Dee Jay, Jay Dee, 
Jackson and Josh Smith; great niece 
Jesse Horton, and other relatives and 
many friends.  

Newsmakers continued from page 119

121July 2018 Angus Journal




