
On the banks of 
the Mimbres River 

in southwest 
New Mexico lies 
an Angus ranch 

with a surging 
breeding and 

marketing 
program. 

N ew Mexico is affectionately called "The 
land  of Enchantment." Its earthen colors 
add to this enchantment Painted on the 

expansive rangeland and sky are various shades 
of terra-cotta, sage green, purple and turquoise. 

Lately, more and more of New Mexico's 
rangelands have been turning black. It's not the 
result of wild fires, but a hot breed of cattle 
Southwest cattle producers have become en- 
chanted with - Angus. 

The Rio Mimbres Ranch is helping put Angus 
on the New Mexico map. This registered Angus 
operation, owned by Hays and Patricia May and 
managed by Billy Collard, has become a major 
seedstock supplier. 

Christened after the Mimbres River which 
flows through it, Rio Mimbrm Ranch is a new- 
comer in an ancient land where the Mimbres In- 
dian tribe once thrived and mysteriously van- 
ished around 1150 AD. 

For the past 120 years, cattle ranchers and sil- 
ver miners have made their living from this land. 

Ranching in this part of the world is not easy. 
It requires careful management of land, water 
and other natural resources. It also demands cat- 
tle that will adapt to a hot and dry environment, 
and seasonal movement from river bottomland 
improved pastures to 8,000-foot mountain range 
with sparse vegetation. At this elevation, winter 
can be harsh and the wind as wicked as on the 
High Plains. Summer's hot sun sends cattle and 
humans alike to shade. 

The Angus breed has passed the environmen- 
tal stress test for Rio Mimbres Ranch and their 
customers with flying colors. 

Family-owned ranches going back four or five 
generations are the norm in southwest New Mexi- 
co. Seldom are these ranches sold to o u t d e r s .  
So when a 640-acre ranch between Silver City 
and Deming, N.M., became available for pur- 
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this area thought Angus were 
squatty animals with little per- 
formanre potential. 

" T h e y  don't  laugh any 
more." Collard adds. "In fact. a 
lot of those same p y s  are huy- 
ing bulls from us today. This 
March, when we held our first 
production sale, I saw a few 
gaping mouths in the crowd." 

Amazing but true, Rio Mim- 
bres' bull sale offering averaged 
$2,200. Customers Iron1 h r w  
Mexico. Arizona and Texas 
liked their cattle's combination 

transfer to take advantage of 
top Noo~flines. 

"The ( l a y  of beingjust  a 
cowboy arc gone," Collard says. 
"You have to put some science 

start of a life-long rn- 
chantment with this 
black breed. 

After he and his 
wife, Patricia, pur- 
chased a restaurant into a breeding program t o  

make it work." 
llio Mirnbrrs" senior herd 

and motel business 
in Silver City in the 
1970s, the time was sire is Anknnian Avalanche. a 

1983 son of lmvana and out of 
a daughter of Emulation 3 1.  
This bull excels in calvingrase 

right to buy a larger 
ranch  t o  suppor t  
their growing Angus 
business. Owning a and his calves always adapt well 

to  Southwestern conditions. 
Collard says. Bulls rurrently 

restaurant and a cat- 
tle ranch has given 
the Mays insight into of pedigree, perfor- 

mance and condition- 
ing. Hull prices in this 
par t  of t h e  country 
usually top  ou t  a t  
$1 ,200  o r  $1,400. 
Rack in 1985. Rio 
Mimbres Ranch was 
lucky t o  get $800 ,  
even for a top quality 
bull. 

Market ing seed- 
stock in New Mexico 
can be as hard as the 
g round  af ter  a year- 
long drought .  Rio 
Mimbres Hanch is 
proud of its steadily in- 
creasing market prices 
and  t h e  s t rong  cus- 
tomer base it has built, 

producing a bet ter  
beef product for the 
consumer, not just 
the  cattle industry. 
Their Iled Barn Fam- 

i lv  Stcakhouse in Silver City 
serves Certified Angus B e e p  
product and draws vacationing 
tourists from throughout the  
country as well as many repeat 
local patrons. 

Rio Mimbn~s Ranch oirrws. 
/Icy a n d  Put .May, at tlwir 
Red Barn Family Steakhouse. 

chase in 1983, May jumped at  
t h e  chance. Finding a good 
place to raise Angus cattle was 
important to him. The  ranch 
had a nice adobe house, barns 
and fertile land suitable for cat- 
tle and irrigated crops. T h e  
Mimbres River provided pre- 
cious water supply. 

In 1985 a young but capa- 
ble cow hand named Billy Col- 
lard was hired by the Mays to 
serve as Hio Mirnhrcs Ranch 
manager. Raised on a nearby 
ranch, Collard knew this land 
well and he knew cattle. He was 

a result of meetin'r thft 
demands of the commercial cat- 
tle prntiucrr. 

66 7he days of being just a coiuboy are gone. 
You have to put some science into a breeding 

program to make it work. " 
- Billy Collard 

V v v V v v v v v v v v v v v  

"We have witnessed re- 
ncwed interest in Angus over 
t h e  past five years," Collard 
says. "Our customers still want usod in their A1 program in- 

clude VDAR New Trend 3 I."). 
O'Neill's Renovator, Hito 2 100 
GIMR and LA Magic. I lr also 

a little frame, but are also de- 
manding more thickness. low 
birth weight and overall hal- 

ready for a new challenge after 
cowhnying at a couple ol ranrh- 
es. Still, it wasn't an easy transi- 
tion. 

"1 went to t d l  my buddies 
who worked with me that I was 
going to go work for an Angus 
breeder," he explains. "Well, 
they liked to have laughed me 
plumb out of the country. At 
that  time most cattlemen in 

a n d  trait cattle, and that's 
what we're providing. Our bulls 
range in weight from 1,650 to 
1,8,50 pounds. They are bred to 

will ~ u r c h a s e  some Rancher's Born in Arkansas and raised 
on a Texas ranch, May served 
in the A m y  during World War 
11. After the war he moved to 
Carlsbad, N.M., where he atart- 
ed a restaurant business. But 
his ranch roots soon surfaced 
and he began raisingheef cattle 
in his spare time. In DM May 
established a small herd of reg- 
istered Angus cattle. It was the 

Choice semrn this year. 
Collard is just as proud of 

their fernalr program. A large 
percrntap o l the  120-Pow herd 
is Pine Drive Big Sky breeding. 
"We sure like how these cows 
perform," (bollard says. Collard 

go out on the range and work." 

A modern breeding pro- 
gram has been iinplrnicnt~d at 
Rio hl inihres, using proven 
herd sires as well as artificial in- 
semination (Al)  and embryo 

is also tryin": new bloodlines for , < ,  

replacement heifers and says 
calves by the "315" bull look 
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RIO MIMBRES 
promising. I ie evaluates and selects his cat- 
tle 1)ased on  a combination o f  visual ap- 

praisal, performance data such a% expected 

progrny differences (Ef'Ds). and matching 
traits to the current hull breeding program. 

h e  overall goal at Rio h l i n ~ h r t ~ s  is t o  

breed seedstock that will produce a con'iis- 

tent, high qiiality h w f  animal. "I want to 

get i n  the middle o f  the road and stay 
there," CollarrI says. "Because the breeder 

i n  that position stays i n  husine'is." 

Collard realizes it's a slow process and 

that tl iere is no  prrl'rri beef animal, but  

adds, "I want t o  do everything I can to 

make them as good as I ran." 
"'Over thv years many rhangrs have tak- 

en placc i n  the Angus business. and we 

have strived to keep up  with the pace," 

May adds. "It helps when you have a pond 
managvr l ike Billy Collard. \TI, have a lot o f  

(Â¥oriIkh*ncr i n  him.'" 

Forage and crop production is anoth- 
w important part o l  Kin Vlimhrrs Kanch 

rnanagemeni. \ear-round grazing is pss i -  

l~lr with a rornhination of cool-seuson p s s -  

vs. forage crops and rango grazing. Collard 
also leases an additional 4.200 acrrs of 
rmp- for grazing. 

I:C~C*IIP and orchardgrass p r o v  on river 

linttomland and make good i'pring and fall 
grazing. ((fatile p z t .  grama grass and other 

native grasses on summer ranges. This year 

(bollard planted wlangrass lor short-term 
grazinglater this snnir~icr. 

Alfalfa and oats are grown for snpplv- 
rncntiil hay i n  the winfcr and for rnier- 

gcn(y lord i n  a drought period. 

'"My hired hand. Amado Olivis. and I 
have a lot of country and cows to take rare 
of." Collard says. "In this part of the world. 

t i le country ilictatcs what t \pv of foragc 

am1 typv of rattic you raisc It'> nnt a forgiv- 
ing hind. \ X r  h a w  to do an extra good 101) 
with manag(~rn~~nt." 
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