
B t=of rattle prnrluc- timiniis moisture and waterlogpd soils. 

tion i n  the 1)acif- I n  contrast, gracing areas east o f  the 

ic Northwest is in- Cascades are commonly much driw. Lower 

I111rncrd hy a nurn- elevations i n  this area experience minimal 

ber  o f  chal lrngcs. rainfall and cold winters. Cattlc may 

Some o f  these are graze high quality mountain meadows 

common to other re- on a seasonal basis and spend win- 

gions; others sornr- ter  i n  the valleys. One real 

what unique. As with many parts of * challrngr is that the extrrmrs 

the country. rattle 1111 a niche by o f  this variation may often 

b r i n g  able to  IISP rrsources for be lound within one raneli- 

which other economic uses may peration. I t  is not un- 
he liar0 to find. The prima? inion lor an in&\ idual 

abundant nwurecs available c o ~  to gracr on thr 
i n  the Northwest arc rangv desert i n  the v,intrr 

and foragr. or springthen spend 
her  summer i n  the 

GENERAL CLIMATE h i g h e r  m o u n t a i n  

ranges. R t x r a u s ~  of 

I I n -  lv\o in,ijor i n  f ln-  the low productivity on a p r r  

enc rs  o n  c l imate  i n  t h e  acre basis. this region lends it- 

Nor thwcst  arc the  Pacif ic self to  an extensive manage- 

Ocean und (In, inountain*. ment system wi th  large herds 

These two things h a w  a l any  coveringlargv arrragrs. 

i n f l i ~ ~ n c r  on local weather. and I t  is dilTiriilt to talk about l ivr- 

condit inns may o f t r n  r h a i i p  stork production in the Northwest 

dra~nat i ra l l~  across a relatively SII ithout mrntioningtthe iinpact that 

distiincc. ubliv land policy tias on production 

Hrctinse o f  this we can broadiJ t t la , -  , .~ctices. I n  niucti of the area. it is 

actcrizr t h ~  Nor thwst  as tv,n dil ' fcrmt rr- difficult i f  not impofiiblr to put togcth- 

The dividing linr is goncrallv 1 er  a \i;il)ltx operation without r d y i n g  on  

as tile crest of the C:asr<lde Mountains, 1 public pzin";t*asrs. ,\cross man! western 

Tin- area on the west side of the (:asca&v ' states. federal or state ownership of land ex- 1 
I 

has a rrlativcly mi ld  c l i n~a t r  both i n  the 

winter and summer. Snnwfall can be heavy 
i n  thr higher inonntiiins. hut the lower do- 

vations art' cool and rainy i n  the winter. 
S i in~n i r rs  arc mild and dry. with cool 

nights. Temperature extremes are i i s ~ ~ a l l j  

not a problem i n  either season. Terrain is 
monntainoiih and licavily forrstorl other 

than i n  t h r  lorti lr vulle! floors. 
Cow herds tend to he -iinall an0 main- 

tained on l imited acrrapx. Cows niay be 
maintained on pasture i n  the winter with 
hay o r  siliigv si ipplet~n~ntat io~i.  l lowc\cr.  

unless the pastiirc.s an- wrl l  drained. rxce+ 

sivc sod darniigc may occur because of con- 

ccods 50 percent o f  the total lurid area. 

This percentage ma\ he n u ~ c h  higher i n  
tho areas which include much of the rangr- 

land suitable for gmzing rattle. The terms 
o f  the pazin";rasr dictate the duration 

and season of use on t h e  ranges. l'roduc- 

tion systems must then l w  adapted to ac- 

l h ~ g i i r d i c - . ~  o f  w h e r ~  you  go i n  the  

Northwest. thr predominant f r r d  resource 

is forage. This will vary from highly pmduc- 
ti\r cool-season pasture t o  the  scarce 

puncher* and sagebrush of the high desert 
ranges. \\hilr the qual i ty o f  thr desert 

ranges may he p o d  at certain times of the 
v tw.  the total amount o f  forag~a available 
will put a l imit  on  flip awptable levels o f  

mature size and milk production. 

Across most of t h r  drier parts of thc re- 

gion. moderation i s  the rule lor both ma- 

ture sizc and milking ability. Producers will 

p w d l y  &vr lor reproductive cfficifm-y 
at the expense o f  higher growth rate. I n  

contrast, those with access to higl i rr  qiiality 

forapr, such as cool-season pasture o r  
mountain ranges. can afford to take a more 

aggressive approach to  p r r fo r ina iw  witli- 

out sacr i l 'K ' in~eproduct ive snccrss. lb 
cause of t l i ~  wide degree of prographic vari- 

ation, these extremes may often he lounrl 
w i th in  a low miles o f  o;icli other. One 

ranch may operate mostl! i n  t l i r  desert 

while t h r  r i c i ~ ~ l w r i r ~ ~ r a n r l i  lias access to  
higln~r quality mountain pastures di l r ing 

t h r  growing season. 

\lthon';li large amounts o f  feed grains 

anb not grown. small grains siicli as hark~y 

and wheat provide a locally available source 

of concentrate. Cattle \\ill generall\ be win- 
tcrcd on hay. although wint r r  grazing o f  

desert ranges is ";aininflf;ivor i n  sornr 
Most of the dr i r r  areas use flood or 

sprinkler irrigation for ha! production. 

I;arge amounts of \~yetablc  waste. siich 
as potato vsastr o r  cannery In-products, 

ma! I)r available i n  some places. It is 1111- 

economical to transport thwc  hv-products 
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MARKETING 1 lion f'f/x;rry l ? e ~ ~ ~ d ~ l i  and K d h  Rvrtrnnd. rations of h?h to mu/t;p/~ trail sd~ction. 
While in graduntp school, his primary re- Arnold joined the fnriilts nt Oregon 

inrreased t h e  quality of the i r  calves 
through better genetics, retained owner- 
ship is increasingly heing explored as a way 
to rapture the increased value. But harsh 
winters, limited winter feed supply and low 
quality summer grazing still restrict many 
ranches to traditional marketing practices. 
Even in the western areas with higher rain- 
fall and more abundant feed. many herds 
are small and the owners are relurtant to 
consider retainingtheir calves. 

Depending on local availability of feed. 
t h t v  is a limited rattlc feeding industry 
and some summer grazing of yearlings. But 
row-calf operation!- still predominate be- 
cause the vast area'; of range an" more suit- 
ed to maintaining cow herds as opposed to 
growing animals. 

IN SUMMARY - 
~\Ithoiigh many people immediately pic- 

ture tlir rng";ed coastlines. tall trees and 
lush green valleys of the coastal Pacific 
Vorthwcst. the reality is the majority of the 
area is contained in the spars+ poplatrd 1 
interior regions. Even though much of this 
land is relatively unproductive on a per 
acre basis. the total acreage available dir- 
tates where most of the cattle are. 

Producers in this area have Ionflaken , 
to heart thc principles of low rest produo 
tion. The limited capacity of the range to 
support cows with large mature sizes and 
high milk procluction dictates use of cows , 
that have the ability to prorhice and repro- 
durc efficiently. 

However. moderation and efficiency in 
the cow herd no longer need to imply a ' 
lack of a w p t a b l ~  performance. Many pro- 
clurers use expected progeny differences 
(EPDs) to select dficifmt cattle that match 
the environment yet still gain well in the 
feedlot and produce a desirable carcass. 
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