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w hat i i  the true measure of a person's ' Yon could almost take that statement 
success'? Society's yard~tick seems to literally, since ReyeS' cattle do graze high- 
measure it bv the size of one's mountain grass ranges located ahove 7.000 feet 

I elevation. Headquarters, however. are located 

Juan Reyes 

WHEATLA-TO 0 
\ 

payhrck.  Unfortunately, as young upwardly 
mobile Americans scramble for a b i w r  piece of 
the pie. many find themselves still dissatisfied. 
Despite the big bucks. they aren't happy in their 
careers. So, maybe it isn't ju'Â¥! the money. 

Another theory says a tnily successful and 
fortunate person is one who ran make a living 
doingwhat he  or she most enjoys. 

Juan Reyes subscribes to the latter 
philosophy. The Wyoming stockman makes a 
comfortable living from his diversified farming 
and ranching operation. But Reyes is not driven 
by greed. He simply loves what he does. 

""Being big has never been a goal," says 
re ye^, "I'm not trying to get rich. but I hate to 
back away from the challenge of new 
opportunity. Agriculture offers so many . . 

I I , o&rtunities and I love it. I don't know if other 
much hut I feel like 

some 2.000 feet b l o w ,  on the flats near 
Wheatland. From this base. Reyes oversees 
varied enterprises including a purebred Angus 
herd, a grass yearling and backgrounding 
operation, plus a replacement heifer 
development service. In addition. Reyes and his 
farm crew cultivate some 1,500 irrigated acres 
yielding alfalfa, corn, oats and pinto beans. 

The Wheatland flats is a garden spot of 
eastern Wyoming, thanks to Wheatland 
Irrigation District which is the largest prilately 
owned irrigation project in the country. 
Operated by Platte County farmers and 
ranchers, the district waters 55,000 acres of 
cropland with mountain run-nff collected in 
large reservoirs and delivered through a system 
of canals. R i = p  says irrigation, along with the 
high-altitude region's warm days and cool 
nights. has made this an area known for 

500 Angus Journal I June-July 1994 



prod~iction of high quality all'iilfa. His own field'! 
yield high protein hay as a cash crop as well as 
for m e  at homo. In fact. Reyes annually markets 
nearly 3,000 tons of protein-rich allalla to 
(Itiirirs in the Denver area. 

It's the diversitv ofthis area and Vvoming in 
general that first attracted Juan Reyes. Born in 
Gnha, Rryes immigrated to thr  1 nited States in 
1%2 at 12 vcars ol age. Shortly after Fidel 
Castro's takeover of their homeland, Reyes and 
his two oldi%r sisters lled to the United States 
with little mow than a hag o f  dothing. 'Tliey 
spent a year in a Florida rrfugw ramp he for^ 
beingtransferred to a Catholic srtiool in 
\X'a'itiington. Rryes says the! wcw fortunate to 
nirrt and rerrivr lielp from some terrific 
people. 

"It was an invitation from a friend that led 
me to visit Wyoming.'" Royrs savs. "I loved it 
from the start.'. 

IZeyrs attended the University o l  byoining 
and lound sumincr work 31s a i^~OO-pi~r-inontI~ 
cowhoy ami hunting guidr. '8 hilr attending 
c o l l f ~  tip met Joni. the girl he would soon 
marry. and another acquaintance that would 
have a profound rfTcrt upon his I'utiirr. 

A good lriend, John Milnor. pircliased a 
ranch near Tic Siding, Vi yo., and H P ~ S  
expressed an interest in leasing it. That was the 
"xyinningnol thcir business. MR Angiis Ranch. 
Later. a larm near Whratland was added and 
tlir lwadquartrrs shiltrrl there. TVr were in 
business with John lor several years. until three 
years ago. when Joni and 1 hoiight him out." 
s a y  Rcyes. 

It was while Milnor was involved that the 
Anpis sredstork opwation started. Rryes 
admits Ifis wile prohahly had as much to do with 
it as a n y t ~ o d ~ .  She owned a lew registered rows 
when she and .Inan were married and those 
cattle formed the nucleus o l  the M R h g u s  
Kancli herd. Despite the hnyoiit, the ranch 
namp was retainrd and today's an pi^ herd 
ineliidcs 125 cows. Hryes says their tierd 
represents what lie calls n~klcllc-of-ttw-road kind 
of c'attle. 

'Our cattle aren't really h i p n d  thcy aren't 
too small," says Keys. ^\Vtiat they have to be is 
productive. We cater to commercial cattlemen 
so we cxprct our cattle to rx'rlorni in t h t ~  same 
environmi~nt our customers' cattle do. B e  look 
a t  exprrird progenv (liollerencrs (EI'lM when 
sclwtinr; rcplacrnicnts, h i t  we look at the cattle 
harder. We stress quality rather than quantity." 

lZeyes markets about 60 bulls per y a r .  
holding a joint production salr with frllow 

Rorky Mountain Angus brrrrler Kvitli K11ssrI1. 
The annual March sale is held in Douglas. \\yo. 
Most ol their c~istonirrs seem to favor bulls of 
Iramc score ft to 0.5. with a practical halance of 
prrlormanrc and maternal trait-;. The hulls also 
ha\r  to be s u i t 4  lor work in the mountains; 
able to rover rough country whew thr  scrni-arid 
4iinatr and sparse vegetation call for 25 to 30 
acres pcr animal unit month. And bulls ran't be 
siweptilile to hoaltli problems associated with 
high altitiidcs. 

tire, more I 'ulmona~ t iy~)er trnsi~e heart i l l  - *  

cornmonly known as brii.kct-diwasr. can be a 
conwrn lor high-monntain ranchtv. Tin' 
disease is noninfcctioiis hut susceptibility is 

An MR Angus Ranch cow is 
expected to perform on flatland 
pasture as well as high mountain 
ranges. 

Continued on page 506 
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ON TOP OF THE WORLD 
Cmtinued from page 501 

(ywrivnct, he finds vaIuat)lt> a* a 1)rwder. 
He rrcornmends the wmc expi*rienrc for 

T l i ~  miwt r f w n t  nppnrtunity for 
expansion will invc~lve the> p i ~ r t h d  
qepnent of the op~ration. 4long with E.G. 
!IcGhee and l h i d y  I Iuntc~r. Rvyes has 
l w s d  the T w  Bar l<andi loc~ted \vwt of 
\Yli(~:~tland. The, p i r t ~ ~ r e s q ~ w  ranch fraturrs 
a niw l ~ a l a n c ~  ol' range and flood-irrigated 
llav n l ~ ~ ~ l ~ l o ~ K  hestltvl at tl1v font of till, 

s u c w ~  R y e s  has rvalized.  and^ it's 
prohahly the rmsnn lit, findq liiq work to 
h r  so much fun. 

~ ~ l ~ ~ y o n d i n g  to thv opportuniti(1s i, 
lots oi fun. I\(- do (~tiiinge things m w n d  a , littlrs. I f  pinto t x ~ ~ n s  look reall! g o d .  wt>*ll 

1 plant more ban-. I f  not. we'll go another 
dire(-tion. I f  it looks likf% l)i~!ing snmr 

, short-tmn commercial crms will work. MY, 

might do that. ll't'~king in rmtsidv (aattlc* 
looks Iwttw t h m  I)n!ing our own. wt, ran ~ do that." R c y s  sa!*. 

.'llart of tliv rmwn I likf, A a t  wt~.vc 

I , cornrnf-rrid rattlernt~n. ~ I J  a m o ~ ~ n t  of 
I di\t-rsity in tlw tb!w operation has 
: clinngd that. Facing thcx ( h ~ l l v n g ~ ~ ~  of a 
: mi~n!-Sact~td lmsin(w and gratd111 to h r  

1 doing,ju~t what he \+ants. Suan R r y ~ s  has 
I his f(vd Lrml! on thc ground. h t  is 
, r~aching for \Y!orning.~ hig sky. 
1 4J 


