
B eef piwluction i n  the Northeast is a di- 
verse business. Most beef farms in the 

region - Pennsylvania, New York, New 
England, Maryland. New Jersey and north- 
ern West Virginia - arc classified as part- 
t ime enterprises with the primary manager 
work ing at a job o f f  the farm. Statistics 
show herd size in the region is small; 90 
percent with fewer than 50 cows. I Iowever. 
a recent sun7ey of cattle owners in I'ennyl- 
vania indicates 86 percent use their cattle 
enterprise as a primary o r  secondary source 
of family income. 

MATCHING CATTLE TO ENVIRONMENT 

\ ( ~ i t l i c r  condition!- and temperature 
are seldom a deterrent to cattle production 
in the region. Granted. we have a short 
growing season i n  northern New York and 
Maine. and hot. humid conditions in parts 
o f  Delaware and Maryland. Still, most o f  
the Northeast has relatively cool summers 
and moderate winters. This past winter's 
weather extremes were an exception. The 
major environmental problem for b w f  prn- 
ducers is mud. particularly during spring 
calving seasons and in ffpdlots. 
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1 lie rcgiori t ~ l w  -upports extensive for- 
age production. \Yhile soils i n  most areas 
cannot support extensive corn g a i n  pro- 
duetion. conditions exist to produce evel -  
lent pasture, alfalfa and corn s i l ap  crops. 
Also. a large d a i ~  industry competes with 
the beef industry for feed grains and ser- 
vices. While this puts fcedlots at a disadvan- 
tap ,  cow herds are well-suited to use the 
hay, crop residues and pasture not suitable 
for d a i ~  production. 

Pastures in many parts of the region are 
highly productive. with ym--round stocking 
rates as low as three acres per cow. Western 
Pennsylvania and parts o f  West Mrgin ia  
contain extensive arreagw of reclaimed min- 

ing lands. a pasture resource fl int may N o r t h e a s t e r n  
hold the most potential for expansion of farms are general- 
cwv herds i n  those areas. 

I n  addition. several I' 
processing industries art' locat 
txl i n  the Northcast. Byprnduc 
from these industries help 
port licet production, inclu( 
Mainc:'s potato crops, feed 
that use bakery wastes. a i  
some pniduccrs in  southern 
Pennsylvania who have 
added potato chips, fresh 
veytahle ~ a s t e .  and ap- 
ple pomace to rations. 

MANAGEMENT INPUT 
&*mxa 

\ g r n c r ~ ~ l l ~  favorable environment im- 
plies tlrcrc i s  a genetic or manapbment ceil- 
ing on production. This has both positive 
and negative influences o n  the region's 
heef industry. Since breeders arc free to 
make ~ n e t i c  decisions that rrsult i n  wide 
variations of wnntvpe and phenotyp, most 
breeds o f  l~ee f  cattle are represented i n  the 
region. H o w t w r .  the larplst number o f  
p u r ~ b r e d  Im-eders arc Anpis. 1 ,arp'r com- 
mcrcial herds have suceesslul crossbreed- 
ing programs. Lower management input 
due to off-farm t=mployment tias resulted i n  
sire selection which generally f a ~ o r s  low 
birth weights and easy calving. 

Cattle breeders wi th  l imited managtx- 
mrnt  time and small herds are usually not 
willing to use breeding tools such as artifi- 
cial insemination (11) or the best pnetics 
available because of increased cost-s. Di- 
verse breeding progmnÃ§ have also spelled 
trouble i n  marketing feeder cattle i n  the rc- 
pion. Northeast feeder calf prn0uetion suf- 
fws from d iscour~ td  prices Iwcat~se of g ~ -  
ntxtic variability. small production units. 
and distance to rn+r (attic ferding areas. 
However. implementation o f  telemarketing 
programs i n  \ i rg in ia  am) R ~ s t  \ i r g i n i ' ~  
have helped improve the value of horth- 
eastern calves. 

agemmt input. 

INDUSTRY ISSUES 

Two major packers serve the Northeast, 
Taylor Packing (i jmpany in \yalnsing and 
M O l ' K  i n  Soudcrton. Roth rank i n  the 
top 15 nationally for slaughter of bwf .  Cou- 
pled with numerous smaller operations. the 
total daily ki l l  capacity for all cattle i n  the 
region is about l~.OOO head. 

Because packers of this ~ i z e  find it diffi- 
cult to compete with the BigFour, they al- 
so service several specialty products and 
markets. Kwmt consumer surveys have 
shown the Northvast to have a higher quali- 
ty htanclard for LM-PI conipawd to other re- 
gions. Due in part to s i w i c i n p t h n i c  and 
w hitt~tablecloth restaurant outlet* for beef 
i n  fl ip urban Northeast. this places well- 
marbled cattle at a premium. Smaller, ape- 
cialtv procesi-ors throughout the region 
l idp ensure competitive pr icing on most 
bet'l' cattle. 

IN SUMMARY 
*a" 

., I lir I'eiinsylvania cattle producer's sur- 
vey rewl ts  indicatc that rxpansion plans 
arc i n  place for many hccf producers. Rc- 
gional resources exist to support that ex- 
pansion. particiilarly lor  pasture-based pro- 
duction. Hut part-time i i - ~ a n a ~ m e n t  con- 
straint." among the region's produrers will 
make i t  nrrcwa? to use all of the pne t i c  
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and management tools available to help en- 
sure future success. 

ABOUT THE AUTHIR .. , . . .i-a&fe - -ili "'M 4 

John (.iiiru~rford hm s e n d  as Extension 
beef specialist and associate professor at 
Penn State since 1987. He received his 
Ph.D. in animal breeding from the Uniwrsi- 
tyqf Gwrgih in 1987. 

Comrford conducts Extension program 
a d  applied research programs for many 
phases of bwf production, fie selves on the 
National I n t w e d  Resource Man- 
(IRM) coordinating committw. 

4J 

When breeders in the Northeast need up-to-date 
information or research rmorts on beef cattle 
production, they haw a host of universities to call on 
Many manage Angus herds at their beef experiment 
farms. Following is a list of recommended beef 
specialists: 

UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT - Storrs 
Louis A. Malkus, Extension Beef Specialist 
Department of Animal Sciences 
(203) 486-2636 

UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS - Amherst 
Jason Apple, Extension Beef Specialist 
Department of Animal Sciences 
(41 3) 545-2427 

CORNEU. UNIVERSITY - Ithaca, N.Y, 
Ted Perry, Extension Beef Specialist 
Department of Animal Sciences 
(607) 255-5923 

PENN STATE UNIVERSITY - University Park 
Department of Animal Sciences 
Erskine Cash, Extension Beef Specialist 
(81 4) 863-3662 
John Comerford, Extension Beef Specialist 
(814) 863-3661 

UNIVERSITY OF MAINE - Orono 
Stacy Gunter, Extension Beef Specialist 
(207) 581 -2789; 1-800-287-71 70, in state 

UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND -College Park 
Scott Barao, Extension Livestock Specialist 
Department of Animal Sciences 
(301) 405-1394 

UNlVERSITY OF NEW HAMPSHIRE - Durham 
Department of Animal Sciences 
(603) 862-3757 

UN1VERSTTY OF VERMONT - Burlington 
Extension Office 
Department of Animal Sciences 
(802) 656-2990 

Very f w  native grasses nwaiu in tin" populated Northeast region. Instead. you'll 
find a variety of cool-season p a w s  introtlnced fnun Europe and Asia as far back as 
Ac late 1700s and early 1800s growing in most pastures. 

Eastern ganiagrass, a hi$i-protein perennial cousin to corn. was a n m m o n  sight 
to cad! settler? in the eas-tcrn half of the Lnited States, including major parts of ttie 
Northeast. It disappwwl after Kuropcans settled here and allovwd it to be mtvgrazt~i 
bv their cattle and other livestock. 

Yon-native, cool-srason graswa and high-prutcin Ivgtnni~ wÃ§ sclcctt~l and intro- 
dwni for a reason, howwer. and have served Northeast farmers atid 

their tx'ef cattle well. 

ORCHARDGRASS 
Spfries: Dnc~1i.v $omerafa I,. 
Life span: perennial 
Season: cool 
Growth form: bunchgrass 

Where found: 
Orchardgrass was introiinccd into the United States 

from Eurasia in the mid-1 700s. It grows best on moist soils' 
and iirtcr~nixcs well 'Ã ith other grass and kyumt* slx'cii*~. 

Uses and value: 
Orchardgrass start" growth cad: in the rprinp. New. immature 

growth i s  highly palatable 10 cattle. 1 lowcver, it grows and niatures , . - .  
rapidly. A* it matures. palatability and nutritive ~ a l w  iiidint*. To prevent this. it i s  

haycd or pafl while actiwly growing. Periodic grazing in a rotation pasture pro- 
prn is t h ~  most efferfiw way 01 inaintuining t i  contintiriuh yii4l of piilirtadlt* forap. 

c 7 I his grass i s  shade tolerant. moderately heat and cold resistant, and ps-tablislw;< a 
stand rapidly. It doesn't tolerate prolongeil drought p&&. It pnduces Iwat on lcr- 
tile soils and responds well to nitrogen or natural frrtilimtion. 

BLUEGRASS (CANADA) 
Species: Port compmsa L. 
Life span: perennial 
Season: cool 
Growth form: sod-forming grass 

Where found: 
T h i s  grass is a native of Eastern Europe. It was introduced to 

North America in At' late 17OOs. Best locations are bottoniland pat 
ture, hay meadows. sparse timber. waute areas and n>addes. $ 1 ~  
cotnnionly found in lawns. It q u i r e s  adequate moisture. 

Uses and value; 
Canada bluegrass grows rapidly in the spring. It  is vx'? palatable 

and nutritious in the spring and fall. It matures later than Kentucky 
bluegrass, a gram 4th whirh it roninionly grows intcrmix~i. Ctina- 
da bluegrass remains palatable through the summer and makes kt -  
ter hay than Kentucky bluegram. Both are resistant to grazing and 
trampling, but recover frlowly after grazing. 
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