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Shoshone, Penn State Super Charge 138. and the 
nueleu~ of his herd was formed. 

The commercial rattle were gradually phased 
out and only regihtered 4ngu6 remain. Thie year 
TPC Angus is breeding about 300 registered An- 
gus cows. The herd is being expanded to at least 
350 cows. so virtually all wund heifers with a ra- 
tio of 90 or better are given a chance. 

Costas' off-farm business involves a n  An- 
hcuser-Busrh distributorship for Jackson and the 
surrounding area. Hi5 father came to the United 
States from Greecv. and was in the food and bev- 
erage bn*ineas most of his life. But the elder 
Costais alw operated a farm where Then grew up. 
The farm included a Jersey dairy herd. '1s a re- 
sult. Then has heen associated with farming and 
cattle production most of his life. 

Steadil? in the "70s and '80s. Costas put tn- 
gcther a sound row herd. Early on he obtained 
ccwi from Appleland 4 n p s  Herd d i y r s i o n  in 
Washington. l i e  added rows from Kenneth 
dark's ( h i g i e  herd through Gerald Key' dispt-r- 
sion at Jackson. Miss. These rows were bred to 
the Penn State "138" bull. Later, he bought Rally 
Ivy League from R d y  Farm, Millbrook, N.Y.. at 
the National Kestern Angus Bull Sale in Denver. 

The most recent. ~ignificant group of c o w  
were purchased from ],an-\ lmmhardt, Cowley. 
Wvo. The first purchases were in 1990 and 1993, 
with an additional group of heifers purchased 
this spring. No additional females will be brought 
into the herd. From now on expansion will come 
from home-raid females. 

Just up the road from TPC Angus for many 
years was Black Bull Cattle Co. at Benton. owned 
by Daw Pingrey and Harris S w y .  Coatas twly 
on purchased a few Black Bull wv,a and in 199.3 
he bought a few more in their dispersion. But the 
bigctst addition to the TPC herd, as a direct re- 
sult of the dispersion. was Pingrey. 

It was soon after the diym-sion. that Costas 
and Pingre? derided to work together. Pingrey. a 
highly respected A n p s  breeder and past presi- 
dent of the American h p i s  bsociation. didn't 
retire after his highly successful Black Bull dis- 
persion. Instead. he became full time TPC herd 
advisor. He and Costas work together as a team 
breeding. refining and marketing the herd. along 
with Jim Rose. the  farm manager and David 
Broek his assistant. 

Gi\en Pingrefs backpoiind his goal for the 
TPC herd is not surprising. ' T e  are developing a 
herd with balanced traits, including carcass. 
based rtrietly on sound performance data." Pin- 
grey says. 

The herd has long been on the Angus Herd 
Trnprovement Records ( IHIR) program. Pinp-ey 
has expanded the records program to include 
structured sire evaluation for carcass merit This 
is being done in cooperation with Pingrefs one- 
time partner Harris Swayze. TPC is currently test- 
ing two bulls in Swayze's commercial herd. They 
are Black Bull Amalgamate. a bull Theo pur- 
chased in th f  Blark Bull Dispersion, and PAP4 
7805 rntensc- 29 13. 

The program with Swayze will be on going. 
Yrrangements have already been made to test two 
more hulls next year. These will be RR Chevis 
3432. purchased in the Performance Breeders 
sale in Bozeman. Mont., this year. and PAP'\ 
Highstake 2925. a bull that came out of the same 
hale in 1993. The Highstake bull has the following 
EPDs which illustrate what the TPC management 
team is looking for: birth weight +1.7: weaning 
weight +29: milk +6: and yearling weight +46. 
The "Chevis" bull's figures are: birth +2.3: wean- 
ins; +%; milk +12 and yearling +62. 

Rally Ivy League is considered the foundation 
sire of the herd. His EPDs are: birth +2.8, wean- 
ing +31: milk +6: and yearling +48. He was fol- 
lowed primarily by KRM Venture 95 purchased 
from Keith Russell. Platteville, Colo.. in the Na- 
tional Western Angus Sale. This bull still has 
more than SO daughters in the herd. His E P h  
are: birth +4.8, weaning +24. milk +11 and year- 
ling +43. 

Today the four bulls being tested. or slated to 
be tested next year. sire the bulk of the TPC 
calves. A few proven outside artificial insemina- 

Continued on page 251 

June-Jidy 1994 I Angus Journal 249 



NO PAMPERING HERE 
Continued from page 249 

tion (41) sires are also used. 'l'he\ m- s~lect- 
cd primarily for their lii";~. positi\r can-ass 
RPDs. 

The TPC herd is managed much like 
a con~mt~r (~ ia l  rattle operation in central 
Mississippi. Ccws must producc without 
pampering.  costa^ explains. "I\ c w n t  our 
bulls to perform up to the Inper's expcrta- 
tion." That t h q  do is (*\idcnced by the 
abunrlance of repeat 1)u)ers. The market 
for Anph is growing around here. People 
are payin";nore attention to c < i l \ i n g ~ ~ s  
and carcass qualib than e\cr More .  

Buyers like the ' \ n p  maternal and end 
product (inarblin"; trits.  Co71as ~ i l r ! ~  The 
past  important trait to rno-;t buycrs. sa! 
Co-tas and Pingwy, i-wnis to be yearling 
weight. Onc reason fnr t h i ~  is the adverw 
effect large mature size liu-. on lertility in 
their area of the cwuntry. 

"People arc looking tor prohleni-frw 
cattle." l'ingrc! say.  "Problems arc not ac- 
ceptdhle to us. % c  pulled onl! one rail this 
y a r .  and that cow is now gone from the 
herd. Bliat we are reall! interestr-d in is to- 
till nrcd uct ion. I 

"The  best adviw I v\rr got from rrad- 1 
ing tin' I n p s  Journal is to breed cattle on 

I 
E P I k  and cull on pt~rforrnancr." Pingiy 
sav .  "That's the wily we operate here. I f  A 

row doehii't produce Â¥-li is culled r(3pard- 
less of In-r El'Ds." 

Ciirrmtl! there are t w  crtl\inpscasons 
at TIT '4npi~. sprinpcind fall. liowo\rr tlw 
herd is being +witched to all Hill cahirig. ,. Ili.it's hccausc fall wtxither is more finor- 
able. Also fidl calving allow them to sell 
lull two-yar-old bull".n the fall. Last ralle- 
i d \  hull calves w a n e d  with an adjusted 

day spread in age. Since the cow!- arc l ~ r t d  
o\cr  a 90-da? breeding period t h e  ealvrs , 
art- weighed in two eonternpora? group.  
Cakes r m e r  gyt creep Iced. I 

I 

Cows are wintered on ha! and r y p a s s  
pastures with no silagr. R l i ~ n  ?tbgra-.. is 
good men t h e  heifers don't n c d  ~ p p l e -  . I  mental feeding. \lien grrazingim't high 
qualit! moiigh grain i-. fed to keep them 
prowing. The! rimer l y t  more than a pound 
of p i n  per ih!. ITeilcrs are bred two wwks 
ahead of the cows so t l iq  will h'ne extra 1 

I 
t ime to rcbrred for their second ralf. 

Sale hulls arc  wintered on rycgras? 
alone \\}\en gnwing is lurli. %lien p 7 i n g  
is short. supplemental feed is providrd. It 

ranges from one-liall to one percent of the 
animals' ttody weight. 

Brfore tln-! art* sold. hulls get a l~rrcd- 
ingsÂ¥oundncs examination. T11i-s includes a 
wmen check. and measurements lor pchir 
area and serotal rircuniferrncc. Starting 
this year. sale hulls will be wanned with ul- 
trasound lor ribqt- area. back fat thickness 
and marbling. 

Does Costas see an! parallels betvwen 
the brvragtx business and t h e  4 n p ~  busi- 
ncss? "Prirn;iril\ I am working with two 
lii$l qiialit\ product-;. Qiiiility is \ ital to the 
succcas of any business." Also, "'both h i -  

ncssen mutt be rn,in,igcd propcrlv and pro- 
\ide consistent service. B e  want our prod- 
urt to speak for it~rlf. .~ 

r ln -  most intriguing aspect ol tlir r cgk  
t twd Anpis business lor Costas is its higli- 
I \  iicriiratts information \\liich run he n w i  
to achieve long range goals. "The ability to 
tcst bull\, particularly for rdrc.is.-. traits, and 
then set, \our progrm l'rorn MW tn \ear 
makes thin an exciting l~wintw." he s+s. 
"It is aim fun to look .it cattle around tiit" 
country. t o  select bulls, a n d  t l i rn  24 
months later to -.re,jui-t h \\dl ?on did." 
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