
Gibbet Hi11 Farm 

is a survivor in a 

state where urban 

encroachment and 

environmental 

regulations have 

tightened the 

noose around 

the agriculture 

industry. 

te, once the home of many prominent 
breeding operations, has lwen seeing a 
ine in numbers for some time. Experts 
say this is largely due to an ever- 

/expanding sprawl of urbanization. 
As one of the survivors. Gibbet Hill Farm. a 

Groton area Angus breeding operation. has 
managed to stay both biablc and successful in the 
midst of the steady encroachment. 

The owner, Marion Campbell. is quick to 
point out that despite the success of her own 

Above: Ansus rattleerase on farm and what she considers a bright future for 
C&lWt Hill past,lws s u m u ~ p l l  the Angus breed. she sees a far less rosy picture 
ly /VPM- fall for ap-icultui~. "Actually the whole farming 

picture in Massachusetts is dire." she says. '"The 
dairy and beef cattle industrim are both in a 
decline. At on(  time, the New England Angus 
Association had about 150 active members. with 
10 to 12 small cattle brwdcrs in this area alone. 
There was a lot of interest in cattle then, but now 
we are the only one loft. 1 would have to say that 
specialty vegetable, flower and fruit growing is 
the major agricultural enterprise in the state 
today." 

VI illiam Conlcy. farm manager for the past 44 
years. voices equal concern about the future. He 
sees urbanization of the area as a complication 
that threatens not only the future of agriculture 
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