
HOW 
t 

DRY 

IT? 
There5 not a 

drop of rain or a 

mountain in sight. 

Welcome to raising 

caltle on the High 

Plains of Colorado. 

N sonw places 14 inches of annual 
rainfall ~ w ~ l d  1~ call4 a drought. 
In the rligti Plains region of 

northtwtvrn Colordo that much pwipitation 
w i ~ ~ l d  be c ~ l l c ~ l  norrnal. 

"Aftt=r five y ~ a r s  of drought, you find ttit- kind 
r~l' ca t t l~  that can suwive. rl't~ow deep ribbed 
Angus cows with a lot of c~pacity haw conie 
tl~mugh tough ymrs looking a lot Iwtter than 
niost.'. wfle(-ts tien h n e n  of his purebred Angus 
html locatd on the rolling pmiric. near lliff. 

Amen h i p s  Farm is a family (wnwrn with 
t11e fourth pneration now taking active mles. 
tim and his wife 130nnic and thvir y o u ~ ~ ~ t  
daqhtc r  I It~atli(~r3 their two o l d ~ s t  ila~~ghters 
Wendy and Iltidi. and their husbands Matt Lewis 
and Virgil GrilTitl~. work alongsiclc tien-s clad 
Waltcr and n i o t t ~ ~ r  Nona to operate tht> Amtm 
holdings. It's a big job consisting of 480 irrigated 
acres. including 160 acrw of irrigatd grass 
pwtuw, an additional400 avres of nativt- p i t u r ~ .  
and two sections of'leasd grass. 

tien intnduced Angus ca t t l~  to the Arntw 
operation l ~ c k  in the early 1060s when he was in 
high sch(nd. 

.'I went to the bank a rd  got a loan to t y  20 
head of Angus h~if'ers." t i m  remiriims. Th(xy 
gave me the nioney - wittiout a (x~igner .  
lrnaginc a high school kid tc~lay g d n g  a loan for 
ca t t l~  on just his siinat~~re.'. Ken says with a 
c h w k l ~ .  

Today, the :\men p u n h t d  herd has grown to 
160 pairs and 00 bred heifers. And though the 
arid vonditions tiavcn't slnw~d clow~i I  ti^ l ~ t d ,  itms 
made some clmnges in znanagement nwessav. 



progrmn r u r m i n g  I r o m  Apr i l  2.5 t i l l  SIIIW I. . '  I IIP 4 ( k I +  program gi\(,* I'VITI~IT t111, 

l~ t i f ( , r s  w r v  > y n d ~ r o n i m ~ I  th i *  %[)ring using 

L l ( ; ~ \ / l , ~ ~ t i ~ l y s ~ .  T h i s  i q  t l i v  t bird y w r  

1111t-ns I~wr IISIYI this r ~ w t l ~ o c l  and it's 

w i t h  growth. '%'r II~IYI marc o f t h v  growth 

Winter Forage E~~ Concerns 

aItvr111at11 l'rorn dl'alf,~ and  i r r i p t ~ d  pwt11rc1. 
Corr~>t;~lks ~ i r v  YII~I~II(~III<~~I~(~(I wit11 p r o t ( i r ~ .  

I la! is a ~ k l ( d  t h r w  w w k ~  p r i o r  t o  r a h i r ~ g  

and t t ~ v r ~  i\ f ( ~ l  t11m11gl1 t l w  I ) r (w l ing  

w lson .  S c l d o n ~  is w ~ w , l i ~ l l  t w n y  mo11gI1 t o  
r o v w  l'oragv for  a long  pvr iod 01 t inw, IIII~ 
w t w n  it d o ~ s  h c n s  * ~ ~ p p I ( ~ w n t  t l w i r  I w r d  

w i t h  ha>. Y a t ~ ~ r a l  w i r ~ ~ h c a k s .  r r d  h l ~  
m d  draws pro\ i& d i d t w  for  t i w  t w r d  i n  

t*\(*n t h  w o r d  ( w ~ d i t i o n s .  
'I%(, t u o  most (* r i t i ra l  t i r i w ~  r a n d ~ t w  in 

tht, 1l igl1 Plain3 faecx artb in w r l y  spr ing 
w t w n  I w d  wppliw IMVV 11wi11dI(d h t  t l w  

p t w v  isnet r t d y .  arid in h t f *  fall W ~ I  t h  
p a s s  is gonv h u t  w i n t ~ r  f w d  i w ' t  rvwly. 

" L 1 ~ i l ( ~ s \  wc5 I I~W :I rainy lall. t111w** 
: l t ) o ~ ~ t  ;I 3o-I!i1> t i r rw span w h ( ~ 1  wt*'ll h a w  a 

higl~ l ' v t ~ l  r t y ~ ~ i r ~ v w n t .  l h ~ t  I ) C Y ~ I M ~  o u r  

w i n t t ~  r v t d  s ~ ~ p p l y  i+ IISII~II~ d ~ ~ ~ r ~ d a r ~ t .  it 
i i l h w s  11s t o  w t d ~  u p  and cor rp> t f3  w i t h  
o t l w r  arfsas o f  t ht, c w ~ r i t n . "  

Cattle Bred for Profit 
\ m m  k ~ i o w q  ~IIV v h *  o l  ( x t t k  h d  for  

pn)Iit. ( y w i ; ~ l l y  i n  >car, l i kv  lit,*> w ; ~ t I ~ t w i l  

latdy. 
'.\Vv dioos(b t o  s p d  n m r r  t i r w  w i t h  t h  

~ z ~ t t l v  IMV~IIW w . r v  i n  t l ~ r  p ~ ~ r t h t d  

~III~~II~".. 11v wvs. " I h t  i f  you wvrv 'I 
r o r n r n ~ m - i d  h r t d v r .  y)i~'(I wr(. want t o  

think ~IM)IJ~ ad11i11g a n  AII~IIS bawd Il~-r( l .  
w p c c i i ~ l l y  l'rom >I rnat(m:d s t a r ~ d p i n t .  1 i n 1  

gvt h t t c r  (z11w.s. h ~ t t v r  11d11vrq a d  w s i w  

w h i n g .  ,111g11s IWW am simply morv  
~ l ' l i r i v n t  ... 


