
ONE 
MILLION 
STRONG 

A griciilturr is t l i r  nation's I c i r p t  indus- 
try. vvitli aw5ts tottiling more t h m  ,<00(1 
billion. 'l'l~t, nation's lood an11 fil)rr ?+ 
tcin accounts lor more than I0 percent 

I I In- grn* niitioniil prodiwt. 
r .  I lir cuttlo i n d ~ ~ ~ t r !  i- t l i r  Icirgcst scgnirnt of 

Inn-riran yr icu l t i i r r .  Annual sales of cattle 
inid ciilvrs in I(W1 totiilcrl $30.6 Mlion. o r  24 
pcrwnt of total I .S. cash receipts from all farm 
marketings. Sales of rattle inclinlc b c d  ratt lr 
and also dairv anini i i l~ c u l l d  from herds or not 

For every job 
on the farm, 
there are six 

jobs in related 
supply and 
processing 

businesses. 

There arc approximately one million lar~rii- 
and ranrhw \ v i l l i  I w f  cattle. Thest, units range 
from part-time cattle operators with onlv a frv, 
animals to large commercial units with Inin- 
drrds or thousands of animals. 

~Xgr i r~i l t i i r r  and tile cattle industr! urr im- 
portant to oilier srpmrnts of tht- :\nivrican 
tbcononiy 21s well. I'or r \ w y  job on the I'arni. 
t h t w  art- six jobs in related supply and procrss- 
i n g b i i s i n w ~ ~ s .  Kvrry dollar of cattle sales di- 
rrctly gcnoratvs an additional $5-0 of husinrss 
a r t i ~ i t ?  in Itirrn siippl\. loo0 and other l)ii^inr-- 
rs. Twnty-on(* million persons work i n  sonxa 
phase of the aprirulturt~ and lood tnisinrss. 

r .  I he cattle inrliirtry tias three nmjor phases: 

@ stockcr oprrators whose pasturcs put ad- 
ditional weight on I'wclcr ctittlt- prior to entcr- 
i n f l ~ c d  lot<: 

0 cattle fcodrr- wtio finish (-tittlr in Iivdlnti-i 
for inarkrting. \lost retail cuts of heel' conic 
from grain-I'rd rattlr. 

I'ricw rrcrivtd h! prodi i tvr~ arc- t lctrr~ninrd 
- t r i~- t l \  hy wppl! and drniand at t l i r  time of . . Â¥~ilr 1 ~II- rattit- l)iisin(-s< is not ii 111;irgin-iidcled 
hi i~ine- in tt hir l i  niiirgins arc added to costs of 
matrricil-. a* in conw*ntiontil ~ i~ i in~i f i ic tur ing or 
incrcl~t~n~ii'-inp l)wirn-.sr-.. 

' I n -  contimieil ;i\ailal~ilit\ of bcd' at r~dat iv t~  
I \  I'ii\or;il)lr p r icw lor coii-iinners litis hrcn 
~ k i ( l ~ s  powiblr by the rf l i r irncy of modern hcrf 
irodiict ion. wit li its srirntific tcclmolop and 
increased incchanixation. Output per man-hour 
in agriculturr has increased twice as laht as in 
rn i i ~ i i i f i i c t~~ r i~~g  industrirs. 

r ,  l h r  h o d  rat t l r  industry i 5  important. in 
part. I~~I~~IIISI- it wn\crts otherwise w;istfvI rc- 
sourrcs into rssrntial protein and otlirr nuiri- 
rnts lor liuni;~ns. 1i";ity-fivr prrcmt of tI11- I'~*ecl 
ronsumrd hy I)vcI' caattle i n  the In i ted  States 
comes from forapc. roiighag~h and by-proclucts 
not cdiblr I)? inan. The grain that is fcd tn cattle 
is not food "rain: i t  i s  1t-rd grain. like firlrl rorn 
and grain sorpluim. 

More than a third of the land in the United 
States is classifird as grazing or rangrland - land 
wliicli cannot be i ise~l  to prodiiw cultivated 
crops. Without ruminant (four-stomach) animals 
like rattle. this Icind would gn to waste us a r r n w -  
able resource lor food product ion. Ruminants. 
with t l i r ir  iibility to cliprst cellulose (which makes 
up throe-fourths of the world's plant material). 
offer the only way to harvest food from the hil- 
lions of c ~ w s  of land which is too rongli. too dry. 
loo w t .  or too inf irt i l r  to l~rodurc crops. 

\bnnt onr-third of the nation's b o d  s~ipply 
i\ ticcoiintrd lor I)! tIw Ircding qi-ginriit of the 
Iinsinrs\. \\ it bout frrdlots tiiul t hr rf l icirncy 
with which tlir! piit pounds of grain on ani- 
mal*. I .S. I~rrl' prnrlnction tvoiild be much  
sintillrr. \\ i thmt Irrdloti. the co\\ l i r rd would 
h;nr to l)r snitill~~r. in order to ;icconiinodate the 
a t t le  I~einflnistird on range and pasture. This 
\tould nirtiii a smullrr hiisir herd. U-o. the beef 
supply would be rniirli more seasonal and less 
unilorrn. And. wi th a smaller supply. b e d  
would br more ~-\prn*ivr. Those rconomir ad- 
~ i n t a g v  of feeding an- in addition to the palata- 
bilit! and rating satipfaction which feeding con- 
trihuttss. Cattic arc Icil in orclcr to produce a 
more 11osiral)Iv product men- rfficirntly. not 
just to IIW "rain. 

Avrragr per capita siipplirs of b r r f  on a rr- 
tail wrigllit basis wrre al)oiit 66.5 poi1 nds in 
\ W 2 .  This ronvrrts. in tiirn. to tipproxirnatrly 
48 pounds of cooked. edible heel' and processed 
hrc l  ~:onwniption per pcrson p r  yrar. On a (hi- 
I\ basis. t h i ~  amonnts to onlv ahout 2.1 ounces 
per (la!. or cnnsi~lrralily less than t l i r  3 to 6 
ounces of meat recommended I]! the I1.S. Dr- 
partriwnt of Igriciilturc us the (fail! allowance. 

Source: Beef Industry Council 
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