


performance records and breeding values. 
"Seed stock producers that can properly advise 

their commercial customer with match mating 
information and the like and aid him in a profitable 
marketing plan will retain a regular customer. Feed 
efficiency could also use some work. We continually 
need more performance info and less show ring 
input. Thanks for caring. . . ." 

' I  think it would be very helpful for seed stock 
producers to  give the commercial producers some 
definite facts regarding the efficiency of feed 
utilization that their breeding stock might inject into 
the breeding program. 

"Measurements and weights have been used for 
a long time, but we need to know more about what 
costs are going to be incurred in feeding a given 
number of animals to a certain size or weight. We've 
noted that some breeds or crossbreds have great size 
and frame, but we've also had reports of the greater 
amount of feed and cost of upkeep of some of those 
cattle. It also takes longer for some of them to 
mature. . . ." 

"Have records so  when I go  to  purchase a bull 1 will 
know: 1) his birth weight, especially for first-calf 
heifers; 2) his gain on the cow and in the feedlot; 3) 
if he's raised under rough conditions, a s  I don't 
believe in the show ring. 

"In short, I want him to climb the highest 
mountain and be horny when he gets to the top. . . ." 

"Crossbred cattle are increasingly the name of the 
game for the future. This declaration by more and 
more packers wanting a quarter-inch backfat or less 
must be addressed. There's still not a very big 
percentage of  our cattle, whether crossbred or 
straightbred, that will hold the fat to one-quarter inch 
and still grade Choice. 

"Let's quit fighting among ourselves and find 
where we can complement each other and draw out 
a market. That's better than chewing on each other 
in our advertising. . . ." 

of the seven responding said they had used 
seed stock in the past and intended to  d o  s o  
future. Their replies to  

Question B . . . My impressions 
and expectations of the breed 

"The commercial breeder needs cattle that will gain 
a s  fast a s  possible but will have birth weights which 
will allow his cows or heifers to calve with a 
minimum of trouble. 

"The use of the serving capacity or libido scoring 
of bulls may be the most important performance trait 
that has yet been measured. Australia and New 
Zealand breeders have been using this concept to 
improve their reproductive efficiency of their cow 
herds for six to eight years. Our sire evaluation data 
is greatly superior to theirs, except for this one trait. 
However, this one trait, that of fertility, is the most 
important of all performance traits! . . .*' 

"Angus should hold their position in the commercial 
herds a s  the base foundation continues to provide the 
necessary quality needed from a carcass standpoint. 

"The Angus people met the frame challenge, but 
let's avoid extremes. I feel we need more attention on 
milking ability, maternal traits, and fleshing ability. 
Efficiency is the name of the game. . . ." 

I think Angus cattle cross well with other breeds, 
particularly Charolais and Hereford. The Angus 
generally have good milk and mothering instincts- 
traits that are important in raising calves. . . ." AJ 


