


Colonial, Federal, and an architectural 
style distinctive to the area known as 
Hudson River Bracketed dot the 
villages and countryside. The 
Delamater House in Rhinebeck is 
labelled American Gothic. Gingerbread 
and Victorian, even Louis XIV 
in /  mces can be found in the eclectic 
mi sprinkled throughout the two 
co~nties. 

Columbia County. One of the hallowed traditions of this unique region of 
the nation is its preservation ethic. Golden arches are not a roadside 
distraction here. 

Bel-Aire 

Heifers from the Bel-Aire program, 

The word "cowboy" originated in these uplands for cat- 
tle were tended here decades ahead of the grazing indus- 
try out West. Herds were driven to markets downriver, 
and "drovers" became firmly fixed in American English 
centuries before television's "Rawhide" resurrected the 
term. 

History could parade several dozen familiar names and 
Angus firms in triumphant procession. But to even begin 
a list would raise discordant folly. 

Our purpose, then, is to strike a different theme, one 
distilling the two counties to their essence yet sustaining 
a contemporary note. 

We need a brief transition, a passage we can build on. 
We ask Mr. Bill Landauer of Rufflands Farm 
near Red Hook, and he remembers vividly: 

"There was a real cooperative spirit where 
I was rooting for you, and you were rooting 
for me. Myron (Fuerst) used to introduce us 
to his customers, and we'd take people 
around to see the different herds. 

"Sale selection was a delight in those 
days. All the owners would take two or 
three cars, and we would go around to see 
all the farms." 

Manager Ed Hoxsie at Bel-Aire Farm 
near Millbrook remembers coming on 
board in November, 198 1, the day after 
Thanksgiving with the assignment of 
combining 90 acres of corn. "Dick 
Hamilton, the manager here then, had 
just had his heart attack, and I didn't 
know where the field was. 9 ,  

The bull is by Premier Independence KN 
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Ã a source of vivid history "Rufflands" is derived from Mrs. Landauer's nickname, 
and Briarcliff Farms era, 'Rufu~," and the rough topography of the Landauer farm. 
ening chapters in the 
umbia saga. It's the lay of this rolling land, in the style of Currier & 

Ives pictorials that many visitors find appealing. Some 
come and stay, and if Bill Landauer carries the theme for- 
ward, Bill Fletcher of Dal 'bairn Farm provides a varia- 

Two old-timers of Dutchess County discuss an 
eavesdropper's presence. 

tion: He thinks those familiar notes can sound 
again. 

"People can come in here and will go into the 
beef cattle business. Horse business is too expen- 
sive and who wants to milk cows? 

"There's probably going to be room here for 
30-40 head herds owned by the people with the 
finances to buy the good kind of cattle. And, it's 
likely they don't want to get into a day-to-day 
merchandising thing." 

Any symphonic work worth its salt introduces 
a theme, muddles about, agonizing over the 
direction it's to take in the Second Movement 
Across Columbia and Dutchess Counties, the1 . 

are those who've begun to play and need to be 
heard, for "directions" are their concern as well. 
Leonard Shankman of Richrose Farm echoes the 
Fletcher statement: 

"It's a special kind of game. I don't choose to 
play every version out there, but we pick up some 
crumbs along the way." 



Phil Trowbridge on 
with assistant Mallory 

"Our ideas and those of the crew, " Phil says 
design. "We tried to keep it practical." 

"Our goal has been to get the quality of the cattle up to where 
we can justify the facilities. ,, 

Leonard struck a harmonic chord with the Leachmans 
before the Ankony dispersal. 

I didn't realize they were so important in the Angus 
business at the time. 1 held no pretension toward animal 
husbandry, but everyone's treated me very fairly; Right 
now, I probably have the best herd I've ever had. Unfor- 
tunately, we have this adverse market-'elusive' is a good 
way of describing returns. We've been trying to produce 
good animals with the best animal science people 1 could 
find to help. 

"You need managers and promoters. I once believed 
beef cattle required the least 
amount of labor and offered 
the easiest of farm operations 
to perform. I didn't count on 
the capital required." 

Musicologists are fond of 
comparing the pairings of, 
say, two instruments as they 
exchange a passage back and 
forth. Sim Gluckson's inter- 
pretation plays in a similar 
key as Leonard Shankman's. 

"Myron Fuerst spoke at 
Cornell. His brother Bill was 
a fraternity brother of 
mine."-an auspicious intro- 
duction to the possibilities of 
Angus. Sim also cites Galla- 
gher manager Phil Trow- 
bridge as especially helpful to 
the progress of Barnell Farm 
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"We started building the barn the first of 
August and we had our sale in here 
October 2 1. "-Phil ~ ro 'wbr id~e.  
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;,'* he agrees, "the farm has meant a great deal to 

so too for Paul Lardi, Mountain Brook Farm, who 
spaces his European travel so he can be home, on the 

ik  Connection 69, " I 0. 'I farm, over the weekends. 
Mountain Brook cattle have an "MBA" prefix conferred 

when they Pass the test and "graduate," Paul points out. 
Through a renovation program, Mountain Brook is 

evolving back towards its better days. Here's a place 
where dreams thrive. Drain the marsh, build another mile 



Mountain Brook 
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Angus circles and originally from 
Kentucky. "One reason I'm 
hanging around here is that I feel 
responsible for getting Paul into 
it. He borrowed a posthole digger 
and one thing led to another." 
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The calf is by Gallaghers Princeton, the 
dam is of Excursion and Great Northern 
breeding. 
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It's a new Angus farm and 
name, New Horizons, and Tom 
Graham is helping put it 
altogether. He's been at the farm 
near Stuyvesant in Columbia 
County since January. 

Time moved by heartbeats for Frank 
Rechner during those days and hours 
he was engaged as a freedom fighter 

in Hungary, 1 956. - - 

"My mother told us they were looking 
for us, so three of us left at 5 a.m. 

and by 10 p.m. we were in Austria. In 
those days the border wasn't so tight. 
We'd hide in the tall grass and weeds 

when they shone the spotlight ouer 
*, 

us. 
Since 1957, he's been the execuiiue 
superintendent of Trotwood Farm, 

Col. Roger Young, proprietor. The 
farm is near Millbrook, Dutchess 

County. 

Calf *52 carries the legacy of Pine Drive 
Big Sky and Fleetwood Mac. 

"We're seeing English breeds starting to bring a pre- 
mium," he continues, expecting a trend. New Horizons 
plans to market its commercial bulls down the Ohio River 
Valley, Tom says, adding the firm is partnering on several 
donor cows throughout the business. A herd of 80-90 
registered cows is contemplated at the farm headquarters. 

Graham expresses the dilemma many encounter when 
marketing: "You've got to have a product a person can 
afford yet one that allows you to make money too." 

Has the neighborhood and Angus community there re- 
sponded to new names and faces? 

"Everyone's really been receptive and a good source 
of information on health problems and such." 

And, Tom's neighbor Phil Trowbridge at Gallagher's 
joins in: 

I think it's pretty important to keep a number of small 
breeders in the area. It makes our situation feasible as  
they're the ones that purchase a lot of cattle." 

Fourth Movement. Ebb and flow. Cooperation. I sup- 
port you,  you root for me. Strains of the first theme, First 
Movement we're hearing now as introduced by Bill Lan- 
dauer. 


