
by Julie Mais, editor

BEEF business
In this month’s “Beef Business,” we present a new calf care quality assurance 

program, conservation and wildlife news and an opportunity for ag innovators.

New Calf Care & Quality 
Assurance program 

The U.S. calf-raising sector 
now has a program to help ensure 
optimal calf health and welfare via 
the Calf Care & Quality Assurance 
(CCQA) program. CCQA is the first, 
collaborative educational tool that 
provides guidelines for calf raisers. 
The CCQA program is a joint 
initiative led by NCBA’s (National 
Cattlemen’s Beef Association) Beef 
Quality Assurance (BQA) program, 

funded by the Beef Checkoff, and 
the National Dairy Farmers Assuring 
Responsible Management (FARM) 
program, managed by the National 
Milk Producer’s Federation (NMPF) 
with support from the Dairy Calf 
and Heifer Association, and the 
Beef Checkoff-funded Veal Quality 
Assurance (VQA) program.

A reference manual sets the 
foundation for the CCQA program. 
The program has been developed 
understanding the diversity of 

calf-raising enterprises, being 
science- and outcomes-based while 
maintaining facility type and size 
neutrality. While the practices 
identified in the manual are not 
the only practices that can meet 
the desired outcomes, the program 
provides a framework that will serve 
as a resource for anyone working 
in the calf-raising industry. In 
addition to the manual, the CCQA 
program will roll out producer-
focused training modules that will 
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certify producers in the principles 
of excellent calf care highlighted 
throughout the manual later in 2021.

To learn more about CCQA, visit 
www.calfcareqa.org.

Source: Beef Checkoff

Forage producers face 
high input costs, drought

Higher fertilizer prices and poor 
precipitation outlook could mean 
thin margins and little room for 
error for cattle and forage producers 
this year, according to a Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service expert. 

Vanessa Corriher-Olson, AgriLife 
Extension forage specialist, Overton, 
says input costs and weather 
conditions now and those forecasted 
should be on forage and cattle 
producers’ minds as they prepare for 
warm-season grass production. 

Corriher-Olson says producers 
need to be patient and hold off 
on fertilizing hay meadows and 
grazing pastures until nighttime 
temperatures are 60 degrees 
consistently. 

The threat of drought is another 
challenge that could translate into 
lower production, which compounds 
higher input costs, Corriher-Olson 
says.

Visit https://agrilifetoday.tamu.edu 
for more information.

Source: Texas AgriLife

Ag Innovation Challenge 
The American Farm Bureau 

Federation (AFBF), in partnership 
with Farm Credit, has opened online 
applications for the 2022 Farm 
Bureau Ag Innovation Challenge. 
This national business competition 

showcases U.S. startup companies 
that are providing solutions to 
challenges faced by America’s 
farmers, ranchers and rural 
communities. 

Farm Bureau will award $165,000 
in startup funds provided by 
sponsors Farm Credit, Bayer Crop 
Science, Farm Bureau Bank, Farm 
Bureau Financial Services, FMC 
Corporation and John Deere. 
Launched in 2015 as the first national 
competition focused exclusively on 
rural entrepreneurs, the Challenge 
continues to identify the next 
ag entrepreneurs to watch and 
supports innovation essential to 
Farm Bureau member businesses and 
communities.

Source: AFBF
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Five million acres 
enrolled in conservation 
easements

The USDA and private landowners 
have partnered to protect more 
than 5 million acres of wetlands, 
grasslands and prime farmland — an 
area the size of New Jersey. Since 
October, USDA’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) has 
enrolled 110,000 acres in new 
conservation easements. 

NRCS has offered conservation 
easements through the Farm Bill 
for 28 years, through programs 
like the Agricultural Conservation 
Easement Program (ACEP), which 
helps landowners, land trusts, and 
other entities protect, restore, and 
enhance wetlands, grasslands, and 
working farms and ranches through 
conservation easements. 

Source: USDA

FWS keeps ESA status for 
grizzly bears

On March 31, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (FWS) announced 
the completion of their five-year 
status review of the grizzly bear 
population in the lower 48 states and 
their recommendation that grizzly 
bears remain threatened under the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA). The 
five-year assessment concluded that 
while there are robust, recovered 
populations of grizzly bears, 
FWS recommends retaining ESA 
protections across the entire species 
range. Despite demonstrating 
clear success in recovery, the 
announcement leaves the door 
open for future reintroduction of 
grizzly bears in the North Cascades 
ecosystem — despite years of local 
opposition. 

Source: Public Lands Council

Help study losses due to 
black vultures

Vultures play an important role in 
the ecosystem, cleaning up animal 
carcasses from the landscape. 
However, although primarily 
scavengers, some black vultures 
cause problems for cattle operators in 
southern Indiana, harassing and even 
preying on young calves and other 
livestock. Historically common in 
southern states, black vultures have 
expanded into Indiana during the 
last few decades due to a warming 
climate and changes in human land 
use. Black vultures can be found 
throughout Indiana, but they are 
most common in southern counties.

As the spring calving season 
progresses, Purdue quantitative 
ecologist Patrick Zollner, professor 
of wildlife science; doctoral student 
Marian Wahl; and partners with the 
USDA Wildlife Services program 
hope to get help from cattle 
producers for research into black 
vulture habits and methods that 
could be used to stop them from 
harming livestock. 

Zollner and his colleagues are 
looking for producers to donate 
calves that they believe were killed by 
black vultures so that researchers can 
perform necropsies on the animals 
free of charge. Zollner and colleagues 
hope to learn signs that can 
determine whether a calf was killed 
by vultures or simply scavenged.

The scientists are also looking for 
livestock producers to complete an 
online survey.

Learn more at www.purdue.edu/fnr/
sites/zollner/blackvultureecology/.

Source: Purdue University
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