


"Encouraging young people has been reward 
enough The lives of my own have been directed 
in positive ways, largely I feel through their 
association with the Angus industry. 

'Their positive attitudes, the enthusiasm they 
undertake with everyday problems plus the nu- 
merous friendships they've made really make 
this a worthwhile venture." 

There are six Edmunds children, Lynn is mar- 
ried to John Campbell, a tax attorney from 
Greenville, SC. They haue a 17-month-old 
daughter, "Wee Wesley1'- "/ hope to haue a 
halter in her hand in a few years, "says Evelyn. 
Leigh is Mrs. Kelly Harris. Her husbandprac- 
tices dentistry at Ashboro, N. C. Leigh teaches 
in the Dental Assisting Program, Central Pied. 
mont College, Charlotte, N. C. 

Allen works at South Carolina Medical Uni- 
versity, Charleston, as a medical technologist 
in the immunology lobe Johnna is a service tech- 
nician in the poultry diuision of Gold Kist in 
Silver City, N. C. And, Lane is a service techni- 
cian in the poultry diuision of Cargill in Fayette. 
ville, Ar. Wesley i s  at Circle E Farm. 

pretty and blue. I lay there about 
45 minutes, always on the verge of 
passing out. 

"That was before we had these 
turkey houses, and we ranged 
turkeys at the time. Now, when 
turkeys gobble, you can't hear 
anything else. But I could hear 
John (a farm employee) coming on 
the Yamaha, and I would yell 
between the gobbles." 

Evelyn explained John has some 
limitations, "but his hearing is very 
acute. I heard him shut off the 
Yamaha, open the gate, shut the 
gate-we had cows grazing there 
and he was always told to 
remember the gates. We trained 
him well," she laughs, "he was so 
conscientious. And, of course, I'm 
lying there, ready to scream, 'John, 
forget the gate!' 

"He came over and asked me 
what I wanted him to do. And I 
said for him to go back to the 
house and get help, 'I'm probably 
going to pass out.' 

"And that scared him so, he left 
me and he opened the gate, and 
he closed the gate, of course, and 
went back. 

"Johnny (Mr. Edmunds) was 
taking his exercise near the farm's 
airplane hanger. Everyone came 
back with timbers and chains and 
got me out in time. That tractor 
was nearly to go on over." 

Disaster averted. It was 
September 1978. In November of 
that year, John Edmunds passed 
away and the family faced another 
pivotal crisis. 

Looking back, Evelyn Edmunds 
and the children weathered it 
characteristically one concludes 
from the example, memories, and 
the family fiber toughened by 
pulling together. The Angus herd 
begun in 1970 provided stability, 
continuity, a sense of purpose. By 
the time of their father's death, the 
Edmunds children had made breed 
activities and devotion part of the 
family routine and expectations; 

- 
our state to enter the Angus businevi~heir en 
thusiasm for this breed can be a powerful 

forceÃ‘I"v seen that myself." 
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what else to do but carry on? 
The registered herd was 

established with a show heifer 
package which Evelyn remembers 
as costing between $350 and $600 
a head. Since there were six 
children each needing an animal, 
care not to exceed the budget was 
important. 

"We purchased a heifer for 
AllenÃ‘Maymon Black b i  rd-a 
Colossal daughter from Virginia. 
This animal was undefeated in 
class and went on to produce an 
A.I. calf in 1973 by Emulous 
Master. This was our first A.I. 
offspring and became our herd bull 
in two years. He was 'Schroder.' 

The second calf, 'Snyder' by 
Marshall Legend became a herd 
bull at a Charleston, South 
Carolina herd. The third, 'Schultz' 
went to the Bradshaws in Hickory, 
North Carolina, as another herd 
bull. 

"We've retained ail their 
daughters. We also bought a White 

Hall heifer for Leigh that proved to 
be excellent foundation stock." 

Eye appeal and frame size have 
been important Circle E selection 
objectives. However, Evelyn 
confides selection for frame alone 
created a detour that almost 
developed into a dead-end. 

'In 1978," she says, "we 
purchased a young bull that 
certainly changed the frame size of 
our herd, only to deplete the milk. 
It has taken us three years to get 
back to basics. 

"We retained many of his 
daughters with that excellent frame 
size only to find they didn't milk. If 
I could do it over I would keep 
frame size within reason, making 
sure the maternal ability survives." 

Her experience tempers the 
enthusiasm she once held for more 
extreme cattle. She appreciates 
how trends influence the cattle 
types of a region. 

I think we need to remember 
what made Angus number one and 

"the closest came 
was at Nashville in 1977 in the bred and owned 
class. Johnna's heifer was sired by a son of 
Spur Emulous Master, a product of Spur Ranch 
breeding in Oklahoma. This A,/, calf had been 
born on our farm in January 1973. 'Schroder' 
became our herd sire after being named calf 
champion at the South Carolina State Fair in 
1973." 
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lone of the lessons ofturkey raising: "You don't 
\take shortcuts. It doesn't pay. " 

not go overboard for size. I think 
too many females are being 
flushed without enough sound 
reasons for doing so. Our breed 
will be affected by this down the 
road. We must be concerned about 
meeting the needs of the 
commercial man as well as the 
registered producer." 

As she looks back over the 16 
years of Circle E's Angus 
involvement, she also regrets not 
using A.I. more extensively in the 
early '70s. To have been more 
aggressive with the technique 
might have helped meet one of the 
farm goals sooner, that is 
producing performance cattle with 
show qualities. 

"Most cows in our herd weigh 
1,150 to 1,300 pounds. That, we 
find, is the most desirable weight 
here. Cattle any larger are not 
profitable in this area." 

One important management 
effort is to halter break all 
replacements at weaning. "Our 
entire herd is very docile," Evelyn 
points out the importance of 
tractability. "We're often limited to 
female help, and it makes it so 
much better." 

For Evelyn Edmunds, it's 
important she be involved in 
promoting the breed. Part of 
fulfilling that goal is assisting 
young people get started. Youth 
projects lead to family projects, 
she's found, and soon someone's 

A daughter of Phoebus of Wye, 4 1 F Miss Burgess 5Fl is 14-years-old and "milks her heart out.'' 
She's placed three daughters in the Circle E herd. Her April steer calf-at-side is by Perryville Esso Extra 

Evelyn says of the herds complexion: "I have big cows here, big for this area, this part of 
the South. But, I also h i e  l i t t l e c ~ ~ s  that will wean more than half of their body weight. When 
you go across the scales, you'd better have that." 

L- 
T w o  Ankonian Dvnamo dauahters Cow on the left is out of an Eileenmere dam Her bull calf is 
sired by  ree en brae chairman. 

Princess Dynamo is bred Ankonian Dynamo on both sides. The butt calf is by PS High Pockets 
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