


at the most meaningful comparisons poss- 
ible. 

Should bull and heifer calves be treated 
a s  separate contemporary groups? 

No. . . unless they were given different 
treatment. AHIR will adjust weaning ratios 
to a steer basis for purposes of comparison 
unless the breeder specifies otherwise. 

How large should a contemporary group 
be in order for comparisons to be valid? 

Statisticians, animal breeders and re- 
searchers indicate that comparisons are 
meaningful if contemporaries number at 
least 10. However, larger numbers provide 
more meaningful comparisons. 

Should first-calf heifers be included in the 
same contemporary group with mature 
cows? 

In smaller herds where the number of 
first-calf heifers is less than 10, they should 
be included in the same contemporary 
group with mature cows. In largerherds 
where first-calf heifers are managed differ- 
ently, the breeder may wish to break them 
into a separate contemporary group. Since 
so many different situations exist, I will not 
attempt to elaborate further except to say 
that each breeder must decide on the sys- 
tem which provides the most accurate com- 
parisons within his own herd. 

How are embryo transplants handled? 
Since an embryo transplant calf is sub- 

ject to an environment that has no genetic 
relationship to its real mother, it is virtually 
impossible to draw meaningful comparisons 
between progeny resulting from embryo 
transfer. 

When embryo transplants are processed 
through AHIR, each calf is treated as a con- 
temporary group of one, then given an ad- 
justed weight and a ratio of 100. Individual 
records on embryo transplants are not in- 
cluded as a permanent part of the dam's 
record, nor are they considered in the 
estimation of breeding values. 

Can yearling weights of bulls evaluated in 
central test stations be included in AHIR? 

They certainly can be included, provided 
weaning weights already have been proc- 
essed through AHIR and at least 10 Angus 
bulls were tested. In order to have the year- 
ling weight record included, the breeder 
must identify test station bulls on the AHIR 
yearling report and attach a copy of the final 
test reults. AHIR will calculate an adjusted 
yearling weight in the normal manner; how- 
ever, the yearling ratio will be figured by 
adding 40 percent of the weaning weight 
ratio and 60 percent of the average daily 
gain ratio. 

One final thought. 
On the reverse side of the green calving 

and weaning report form appears various re- 
porting procedures. When all else fails, read 
the instructions. Call me if you have any 
questions or want to visit. &3 
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