
Executive decision
At its February meeting, the Board of

Directors of the American Angus
Association appointed John Crouch
executive vice president (see page 60). He is
only the 10th man to sit at the helm of the
organization in its 119-year history.
Formerly director of performance programs,
Crouch had been serving as  interim
executive vice president since October,
following the death of Richard Spader.

The position vacancy was announced last
fall along with a call for applications. A
search committee was appointed to screen
the applicants. They forwarded three
candidates, including Crouch, to the full
Board for consideration to fill the lead staff
role at the Association. These three talented,
progressive industry leaders were
interviewed at the beginning of the February
Board meeting.

After a thorough industry search, John
Crouch was given unanimous support from
the Board of Directors as the best candidate
to lead your Association forward.

Later in the week, Bill Bowman was
promoted to director of performance

programs, and Matt Perrier was promoted to
director of commercial relations (see page
302).

Angus Productions Inc. (API) extends a
hearty congratulations to these three men,
each of whom has played an integral part in
developing and implementing the programs
that have positioned the American Angus
Association as the leader it is today.

Moving forward
The American people and our  Angus

family have certainly been witness to the
“calamities of nature” of which Jane Addams
spoke. We have lost several fellow cattlemen
this year, including two of our Association
leaders — Richard Spader and Pat Grote.
And the terrorist acts of Sept. 11, 2001,
certainly qualify as a tragic failing of
mankind.

But as this February’s Board meeting
unfolded, I couldn’t help but feel elated. It
seemed to mark a turning point. We’ve done
a lot of reminiscing in the last four months,
but now is the time to look forward and to
begin writing a new chapter in Angus
history.

Learn from the past. Be grateful for the
position in which it has placed our breed.
But look for the new possibilities.

Change is a constant. And while it can
make us uneasy, change brings with it new
opportunities — if we have the courage to
implement them.

Board action
The Board explored many opportunities

at its February meeting in Saint Joseph.
Please see “Board Action,” which begins on
page 60, to find an overview of the meeting
and the actions that were taken.

Besides selecting a new executive officer,
the Board discussed the national advertising
strategy for the Association, a marketing
cooperative, the Angus-derivative issue, a
new point structure for Roll of Victory
(ROV) shows, opportunities for the Angus
Foundation and much more.

We’ve certainly called upon our Board
members to make some huge decisions in
the past few years. I wish everyone had the
opportunity to see how thoroughly they
discuss matters to ensure they are making
the decisions that will propel the breed and
provide opportunities for members.

They have put us in position to look
forward to what’s to come and to start
writing a new chapter in Angus history.

Another chapter 
“What after all has maintained the human race on this old globe despite all the

calamities of nature and all the tragic failings of mankind, if not faith in the new
possibilities and courage to advocate them.”

— Jane Addams, Nobel prizewinning author & social activist
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