
Breeding Blueprint
Brings Herd Improvement

by James Ritchie

M aynard and Janice Walker know precisely
what they want from their Angus and An-

gus crossbred cattle. And they have drafted a
breeding blueprint to get it with their 225-head
cow herd on their northeast Oklahoma ranch.

“I want steers that will wean at 600 pounds
or more, then go directly to the feedlot and gain
about 4 pounds per day,” says Maynard. ‘They
need to grade 80 percent Choice, with a high
percentage of Yield Grade l’s and 2’s.”

That’s an ambitious set of specifications.
Still, they believe it is attainable. "We’re doing
that with some of our cattle now,” Maynard
says. "We have fed out our steers and some of
our heifers for the past four years, and I like the

Maynard Walker

way our cattle perform all the way ‘round. But they can be
made better.”

The Walkers have been in the commercial cow-calf business
near Welch, Okla., for years. Until 1985, most of their market
animals sold as feeder calves. But the feeder market didn’t al-
ways pay a premium for what Maynard and Janice knew were
superior cattle.

‘There can be a lot of quality difference in what the market
calls No. 1 weaning calves,” Maynard says. ‘The feeder  calf mar-
ket doesn’t often reward quality. So we started analyzing what
the market demands. We want to produce what the packer
wants, which should be an accurate reflection of what the con-
sumer will buy.”

“That’s halfblood or higher percentage
Angus," says Janice. The crossbred cow herd
managed by the Walkers already had a strong
Angus influence. In 1986 they bought a high-in-
dexing Angus bull at the Oklahoma Beef Im-
provement (OBI) All Breeds Production Test
Sale at Stillwater.

"We began studying expected progeny dif-
ferences (EPDs) in bulls, paying more attention
to those combinations of traits we needed in our
herd,” Janice says.

It was at this time that the Walkers decid-
ed to upgrade their herd to straightbred Angus.
They also started what Maynard calls stacking
EPDs. For example, if he selects a herd sire
with a +50 yearling weight, his daughters

would be +25, compared with the rest of the cow herd. Then,
they add to that by again picking a bull with a +50 or more year-
ling weight. It helps to use high accuracy bulls, such as Pine Drive
Big Sky, Traveler or their sons.

"We’ve kept a high percentage of our heifers in the herd,
but it’s still a slow process,” Maynard says. "We’ve had a lot of
calls for heifers over the past few years. It’s sometimes hard to
turn that market down, but we wanted to keep those heifers
we’ve bred up as cows.”

Last year the Walkers finished Angus and Angus crossbred
steers converted feed to beef at a ratio of  5.9:l. Their cost of gain
was approximately 45 cents per pound. The cattle are fed at
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Angus-sired claves on the ranch of Maynard Walker, near Welch, Okla., wean at 600 pounds or more and go directly into the
Walker wants calves that grade 80 percent Choice with a high percentage of Yield Grades 1 and 2.  To get this he says the calves
must be half or more Angus and sired by top quality bulls.
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