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This will help increase production and extend 
the grazing season. 

l Fertilize pastures based on soil test. 
l Defer graze, or set aside grass in July and 

August, clip and fertilize, then save for fall 
grazing. 

l Use best drained soils for early spring and fall 
grazing. 

Take a preventative approach when it comes to 
herd health. 
l Worm all yearling cattle. 
l Treat for lice, if needed. 
l If IBR, BVD, leptospirosis and vibriosis are 

problems in the area, vaccinate cows and 
heifers no later than three weeks prior to the 
breeding season. Never vaccinate pregnant cows 
with live virus 1BR-BVD vaccine; they will abort. 

l If blackleg is a problem where calves are kept, 
vaccinate them shortly after birth. Be sure to 
re-vaccinate after they are 3 months of age. 

Prepare for breeding season. 
l Give semen and breeding soundness exam to 

herd sires annually. (Check by April 15. This 
allows sufficient time to replace bulls with 
problems.) 

l Be sure you have enough bull power for your 
cow herd. Recommendations are 10 to 1 5  cows 
per yearling bull; 20 to 2 5  cows per 2-year-old; 
and 30  to 40 cows per mature bull. 

l If you only have a few cows, consider A.I. Clean 

up bulls will be needed for cows not bred A.I. 
(They should be genetically superior, too.) 

l If  you use A.I., order semen and check your 
equipment. Check and repair breeding facilities. 

l When purchasing bulls, require performance 
records. Look to reputable breeders, test station 
sales, and breed or association sales for bulls. 
Know your needs and your budget. Do some 
thorough research. Ask your Association 
representative for information. 

Consider breeding heifers early. 
l Breed replacement heifers one heat period 

before cows so they have extra time to recover 
from calving next year. (Cow bred May 1 is due 
to calve Feb. 9; cow bred May 21 is due 
March 1.) 

l Strive for a 45- to 60-day breeding season. 

For an effective A.I. program: ' 
l Check cows -for heat at least twice daily; early 

morning and late evening are best. 
l Consider heat detection aids such as a Gomer 

(detector) bull with a chin ball marker, 
androgenized females or heat mount detector 
pads. 

Gestation Table for COWS On 284-Day Gestation Length (Reprinted from "Beef Production and the Beef Industry," by ~ o b e r t  E. Taylor.) 

Rnd Data of Service In Upper Une. Figure Below Indicates Date Due to Calve. 

January 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 2 7 -  28 29 30 31 
October 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 November 

February 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
November 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 December 

March 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
December 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 January 

Apfll 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
January 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 2 8 2 9  30 31 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 February . . 
May 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 '1-1 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
February 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 March 

June 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
March 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Apnl 

July 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
April 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 May 

August 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
May 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 June 

September 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
June 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 July 

October 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
July 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 August 

November 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
August 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 September 

Dec&ber 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
September 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 October 
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Inseminate about 12 hours after heat is first 
observed. Breeding should be done by an 
experienced A.I. technician. 
Use proper semen handling and insemination 
techniques. 
Work cows gently. 
Make positive identification of cows as bred and 
keep accurate records. 
Check to see cows have had a 60-day 
postpartum rest before breeding. 
Consider an estrus synchronization program. 
(See the March 1984 issue of the Journal.) 
Well-designed handling facilities reduce time 
and labor needs (and expenses). They can also 
enhance an A.I. program's success, as  well as 
your attitude. 

Care for calves. Healthy calves grow better. 
Vaccinate all calves over 3 months of age for 
Clostridial infections. (Use multiple bacterins for 
blackleg, malignant edema, lepto, PI3 and 
pasteurella.) 
Vaccinate heifer calves (3 to 4 months old) for 
brucellosis (Bangs), if necessary. Consult your 
veterinarian regarding specific state regulations. 
Castrate calves in advance of fly season. Watch 
them carefully for infection. (Dehorn by using 
Angus!) 
Consider implanting calves at approximately 45 
days of age or older with an approved growth 
stimulant. (Restrictions differ for cattle intended 
for breeding purposes.) 

Watch condition of cows. 
Turn cows with calves out to pasture. Check to 
see they are recycling and in good body 
condition for breeding. 
Determine percent of cows cycling prior to the 
onset of the breeding season. Review feeding 
program if a high percentage of cows are not 
recycling within 3 to 4 weeks after calving. 
Pay particular attention to first-calf heifers. If 
they are in poor condition and not showing 
signs of estrus (heat), supplement their feeding 
program with grain or silage. 
Beware of bloat on heavy alfalfa or ladino 
pasture stands; blocks with poloxalene can help 
prevent bloat. 
Beware of grass tetany on lush grass stands 
fertilized with nitrogen; supplement magnesium 
in free choice mineral mix if grass tetany has 
been a problem. 
Feed free choice mineral to supplement 
pastures. 

Prepare for hay season. 
Be sure equipment is working properly. Order 
necessary supplies and repair parts. 
Cut hay early before plants become too mature 
and fibrous. Harvesting forage early is the key 

to nutritional quality. Don't wait too long! 

Concentrate on breeding season. 
Check natural service breeding bulls daily. 
Review tips for a successful A.I. program. 
Observe cows for signs of heat often and 
regularly. 
Keep records of natural service as  well as A.I. 
breeding dates when possible. 
If too many females return to heat, consider: 
1) bull or semen; 2) nutritional levels; 
3) reproductive disorders such as  IBR, vibrio, 
lepto or infections. Consult your veterinarian. 
Remember, a 45-day breeding season for 
heifers will help you cull sub-fertile heifers 
before they ever enter your herd. 

Check pastures regularly. 
Furnish adequate water, shade, mineral and salt 
to all cattle. 
Check fly population and start a fly control 
program. Use a program that suits your herd 
size, concentration of cattle and facilities, while 
providing adequate fly control. 
Continue to watch for signs of lameness, 
pinkeye, or other ailments. Treat promptly. 
Rotate pastures for maximum carrying capacity. 
Don't over graze pastures; it slows recovery. 
Consider a creepfeeding program for calves 
only if they need supplemental feed because of 
inadequate milk production of dams due to 
extremely short pastures or in the case of first- 
calf heifers. If you creep feed, stick to an 
economical mix; protein supplement is not 
necessary. 
Clip pastures if necessary. Seed heads and 
weeds may increase eye irritation and pinkeye. 
Mowing encourages uniform regrowth. 

Maximize forage harvest. 
Harvest forages at peak quality. This will 
increase production in your herd and reduce 
supplemental winter feed costs. 

gestlble ~roteln.Cbntent o f  Dry Hay* - - . 1 
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Consider fertilizing after first hay cutting to 
maximize second cutting. &3 
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