


Hay and history at Woodfin’s
One of the anchors of this It’s known officially as the Smiley-

operation over the decades is Woodfin Native Prairie Grassland.
tethered to its unusual haying Max Smiley, uncle of the Woodfin
business. The Woodfin Brothers Brothers, was primarily responsible
Ranch is a curator of sorts of the for saving the site and developing
largest stand of native grassland in the native hay enterprise from it.
the state of Texas. Agronomists and range students are

Approximately 2,100 acres are frequent visitors taking samples and
fenced and cared for-and hayed establishing plots for study.
annually. The land is deeded and the Hay production in recent years has
brothers are not required to comply varied from 125,000 to 150,000
or preserve anything. “We could go bales depending on the rainfall.
in there and turn it over, but we
surely wouldn’t want to."

n  abiding quality of the
man is his enthusiasm.
Beef cattle once
commanded just a few
hasty notations on his

busy calendar. Now, since his
retirement from a demanding medical
practice, Dr. George "Doc" Woodfin of
Paris, Texas, pores over his herd
records as carefully as he once studied
lab reports and x-rays.

"We've always had some cattle
around. But when I was practicing
medicine, I was really pretty busy and
didn't pay much attention to i t .

" I’d go by eyeballin'," he says of
selection in those days. "That
eyeballing is a slow way to go. Now
we rely on sire evaluation almost 100
percent."

"Doc" Woodfin faithfully compiled
herd records since 1973, but in 1980
he began a more sophisticated and
long-range program with the help of

 Dr. Charles McPeake of Oklahoma
State University and manager of the
Oklahoma BEEF Inc. testing facility at
Stillwater.

Satisfying results were immediate.

“This meadow, approximately 2,100
acres, is the largest section of native
grassland existing in Texas. it was
originally part of a prairie system that
stretched throughout the Midwestern
United States and into Canada. Since the

His first calf crop from performance-

earliest settlers arrived in this area in the
1830s when Texas was part of Mexico,
this grassland has remained unculti-
vated, providing an annual harvest of
native grasses.

"A lack of fuel and surface water made
tested bulls weaned an average of 40
more pounds at weaning in contrast to
the lifetime herd average.  Since then,
Woodfin has used nothing else in the
herd but bulls from OBI or other
tested sources.

Adjusted 205-day weights on the
steers have climbed more than 60
pounds above the  480 figure posted in
the late 1970s.

this area unsuitable for pioneer farmers.
Although similar land nearby was tilled
and planted, often resulting in erosion or
overworked soil, this site was saved by
the owner, M.L. Smiley (1872-1953), a
native of Lamar County. He used the
meadow for cattle grazing and hay pro-
duction.

His most recent affirmation of the
value of performance-tested sires
comes from the Hitch Feeders II lot at
Garden City, Kan., where 65 of his
1986 steers racked up an ADG of 4.2
pounds. “Dr. Hillier wrote me a letter
of congratulations–said it was one of
their best pens in recent years.”

"Doc" selects primarily for milk,
mothering ability, and growth. EPD
and minimum levels for any single
trait are the statistics he studies. If he
“eyeballs” a bull at all, he considers a
“solid conformation, not too heavy in
the shoulders. I kind of like a meaty
animal. I'm not much on this leg and
skeletal thing. We use height to give
us an idea of frame size only.”

Presently, he’s selecting bulls
exhibiting growth but clearly offering
light birthweight EPD for use on
heifers. One of his choices is a son of
Black Witch Corbinaire 95, a Select
Sires bull. This son was purchased
from H&H Ranch at Stillwater.

As he’s given top money at a
number of tested sales, he’s often
asked how he can justify paying
$3,000 for the high-selling bull.

“Early harvests consisted of cutting and stacking the grasses for drying or
transporting the hay to nearby steam-powered presses. The process was later
simplified by the use of gasoline-powered machines that harvested and baled the
hay on the site.

“After Smiley's death, the meadow was inherited by Brothers George S. and
Gene M. Woodfin. Today the Smiley-Woodfin Prairie Grassland is the largest sup-
plier of native hay in the state.”




