
Tying it All Together 
When I hear the word “genetics,” it makes me 
think of history, heritage and family.

When I was in the fourth grade, 
my teacher had us do a project on 
our family history. I can remember 
calling my grandparents and asking 
them all kinds of questions about 
where they were born and who their 
brothers and sisters were. 

Now, my parents could have 
answered most of these questions. 
However, they had me put in the 
work and made me make the call to 
my grandparents myself. I remember 
how excited my grandparents were 
when they got to tell me stories 
about their childhoods. All those 
happy memories that made them 
who they are came flooding back. 

My research brought about more 
questions, and pretty soon we were 
able to trace our heritage back six 
generations. We even found some 
long-lost relatives in Germany. 

Sitting at the awards dinner at 
the Angus Convention, one of the 
presentations that I love the most 
is the Angus Heritage Foundation 
award. If you have not had the 
privilege to see these, the Angus 
Heritage Foundation does an 
incredible interview with a longtime 
Angus producer about their history 
on how they got their start in the 
Angus business. 

Since 2014, the Angus Heritage 
Foundation has awarded 29 
recipients. Their lifetime stories are 
truly inspirational. Their start in 
the Angus business may have been 
handed down from generation to 
generation. 

It may have even simply started 
from a grandparent buying a 4-H 
project that sparked a lifelong love 
of the Angus breed. Sitting there 
listening to the people tell these 
stories always makes me smile. 

Just like the Heritage Award 
winners, our own Angus genetics can 
be traced back 150 years, thanks to 
George Grant. It truly is a special time 
in our Angus family, and it seems like 
it is all in our genetics — we just have 
to harness its potential.    

knappangus@gmail.com

Karla Knapp, president
auxiliary notes

Harvey 
Rattey 

Sculptures
Each year thousands of dollars 
in scholarships are awarded to 

our industry’s future leaders - the 
members of the National Junior 
Angus Association. Funding for 

these scholarships is made possi-
ble through American Angus Aux-
iliary programs and fundraisers, 
such as sale of these sculptures 
by Montana artist Harvey Rattey. 
We encourage your support and 

welcome your inquiries.

Order 
today

For more information
Visit the Auxilary Website

https://www.angusauxiliary.
com/fundraisers/HarveyRattey.

html

SCAN for more on the 
Heritage Award winners or go 
to  www.angus.org
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A N N U A L  M E E T I N G  M I N U T E S

The following is a review of the topics discussed and action taken Nov. 4, 2023, in Orlando, Fla. 

President Julie Conover called 
the meeting to order at 2:07 p.m. 
Conover introduced and welcomed 
the Executive Board, committee 
chairs, Distinguished Women, 
past presidents, state presidents, 
American Angus Association staff 
and Zoom participants.

Cortney Cates introduced the Miss 
American Angus candidates.

Anne Lampe moved to dispense 
with the reading of the minutes and 
approve the minutes as presented. 
Mary McCurry seconded the motion. 
It was voted on and passed.

The treasurer’s report was given 
by Tonya Theis. The motion was 
made by Pam Velisek to put the 
treasurer’s report on file. It was 
seconded by McCurry. It was voted 
on and passed.

Committee chair reports
Angus Gift Barn: Conover 

welcomed manager Veni Soto and 
encouraged people to visit the gift 
barn.

Full Circle Online Auction: The 
Auction was set for Nov. 9, 2023. 
There are 38 items to sell. Cortney 
Holshouser thanked everyone who 
donated.

Gifts that Sizzle: Deanna Hofing 
thanked everyone who helped with 
the launch of the gift box. Dec. 11 
was the cutoff to have delivered by 
Christmas.

Miss American Angus: Cates 
announced the judges will have their 
breakfast and dinner tickets paid for 
by the Auxiliary. 

Angus Women Connected: Lampe 
said the event would be hosted 
March 25-27 in Wooster, Ohio. The 
application should have been posted 
to the website by Dec. 15. 

Old business
Angus Gift Barn transition: As 

covered in the treasurer’s report, the 
old accounts have been closed and 
new accounts are set up.

New Business 
Nancy Thelen highlighted the 

2023-2024 budget. Thelen moved 
to accept the budget as presented. 
Julie Murnin seconded the motion. 
It was voted on and passed. Thelen 
then asked that if you send a check, 
please write in the memo what the 
check is to be used for.

Conover announced the executive 
board approved to appoint Valerie 
Trowbridge and Murnin to the 
nominating committee. With those 
appointments, two more people 
would need to be appointed from 
the floor. Holshouser nominated 
Lynne Hinrichsen, and Pam 
Velisek nominated Mary Greiman. 
Murnin moved to close and accept 
these nominations. Cindy Ahearn 
seconded the motion, which was 
voted on and passed.

Conover appointed Barb Ettredge 
and Melissa Eitel to be tellers for the 
election. 

Hofing announced the Region 4 
director is Christy Perdue, Region 5 
is Lori Pillars and Region 6 is Tammy 
Weaver. There were two nominations 
for secretary-treasurer, Emma Collins 
Powell and Linda Alexander. Both 
nominees introduced themselves. 
Nominations for Karla Knapp as 
president, Tonya Theis as president-
elect and Julie Conover as advisor 
were made. 

Velisek moved to close 
nominations and to accept the ballot 
as presented with an election for 
secretary-treasurer to follow. Barb 

Ettredge seconded the motion. It was 
voted on and passed. Paid members 
were then asked to vote for secretary-
treasurer via prepared ballot and turn 
their ballots in to the tellers.

Conover introduced American 
Angus Association CEO Mark 
McCully to share his thoughts with 
the group. He introduced Association 
staff in attendance.  

Conover announced Emma Powell 
will be the new secretary-treasurer 
for the 2023-2024 year.

With the election completed, 
Conover passed the gavel to newly 
elected president Knapp.

Announcements were made about 
upcoming events.

Shally Rogen moved to adjourn the 
meeting. Gina Hope seconded the 
motion. The meeting was adjourned 
at 2:57 p.m. 

2024 American Angus 
Auxiliary Committees 
AUDIT COMMITTEE
Barbara Ettredge, chairman
1001 Berend Rd.
Pilot Point, TX 76258
Phone: 940-686-2958
Cell: 940-390-2861
circleefarms@aol.com

Committee member:
Emma Collins Powell, MS

ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Erica Styles, co-chair
PO Box 62
Brentford, SD 57429
Phone: 605-887-3657
Cell: 605-290-3327
cestyles@nvc.net
Susan Quam, co-chair

Continued on page 108
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2551 Chesapeake Drive
Fitchburg, WI 53719
608-217-4513
sgquam@gmail.com

SILVER PITCHER AWARD
Madison Butler-Mosiman, chairman
1015 N. Rock Rd.
Newton, KS 67114
Cell: 812-881-6728
mbutler_44@hotmail.com

CRYSTAL AWARD
Lori Pillars, chairman
1759 8th St. 
Martin, MI 49070
Cell: 616-862-4619
clayknolfarm@att.net

BEEF EDUCATION
Anne Patton Schubert, co-chair
4040 Taylorsville Rd.
Taylorsville, KY 40071
Phone: 502-477-2663
apsangus@gmail.com

Anne Lampe, co-chair
5201 E. Rd. 110
Scott City, KS 67871
Phone: 620-872-3915
alampe@wbsnet.org

Committee members:
Cortney Hill-Dukehart Cates, IN
Emma Collins Powell, MS
Kathi Creamer, CO
Barbara Ettredge, TX
Rachel Frost, IL
Jake and Kami Scott, NE
Cortney Holshouser, NC
Carol DeMeyer, OH
Brian and Tiffany Stoller, NE
Melanie Kiani, MS
Mary McCurry, KS
Karla Knapp, IA
Susan Quam, WI
Shannon Worrell, TX
Shally Rogen, SD
Leslie Mindemann, WI

Lori Voight, PA 
Kathy Wilson, IN
Kelley Rowlett, KS
Susan Maurer

DISTINGUISHED WOMEN
Julie Conover, chairman
634 SW 1201 Rd. 
Holden, MO 64040
734-260-8635
thelenju@gmail.com 

Committee members:
Jane Ebert, NC
Carol Bloom, MI
Kathi Creamer, CO

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Nancy Thelen, co-chairman
7821 Weber Rd.
Saline, MI 48176
Phone: 734-944-6262 
Cell: 734-216-3617
hillsideacres01@aol.com

Cindy Ahearn, chairman
1615 Van Zandt Court 3416
Wills Point, TX 75169
Cell: 214-957-4895

Committee members: 
Karla Knapp, MI
Tonya Theis, KS
Emma Collins Powell, MS
Julie Conover, MO

HISTORIAN 
Catie Hope, chairman
908 Triple J Rd.
Berryville, VA 22611
Cell: 504-514-8843
chope714@gmail.com

Committee members:
Emma Collins Powell
Carol Martin
Lori Pillars
Ava Wood

HISTORICAL RESOURCE COMMITTEE
Anne Patton Schubert, chairman
4040 Taylorsville Rd.
Taylorsville, KY 40071
Phone: 502-477-2663
apsangus@gmail.com

Committee members:
Nancy Thelen
Gina Hope
Pam Velisek
Mary McCurry
Jane Ebert
Barbara Ettredge
Lois Foster
Nellie Meinders
Anne Lampe

LEGISLATIVE & BY-LAWS
Gina Hope, chairman
846 Triple J Rd.
Berryville, VA 22611
Cell: 703-906-6469
drycreekfarm.hope@gmail.com 

Committee members:
Pam Bailey
Carol Wojciechowski
Lauren Patterson 

LIAISON
Megan Ahearn, chairman
1615 Van Zandt Court 3416
Wills Point, TX 75169
Cell: 972-742-5663
Ahearn.meg@gmail.com 

Committee members:
Tonya Theis
Julie Conover
Mary McCurry
Susan Maurer

MEMBERSHIP 
Jamie Rutledge, chairman
716 N. St. Andrews
Wichita, KS 67230
Cell: 316-210-7926
jrutledge@textron.com 

Auxiliary Notes continued from page 107
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MISS AMERICAN ANGUS
Cortney Hill-Dukehart Cates, co-chair
7893 S. Indian Trail
Modoc, IN 47358
Cell: 410-707-0267
cortneyhd@gmail.com

Paige Wallace Arnold, co-chair
7742 Lawrence 1105
Mount Vernon, MO 65712
Cell:417-316-0662
paigeawallace@gmail.com

Committee members:
Marlene Dukehart
Tammy Wallace

NOMINATING 
Julie Conover, chairman
634 SW 1201 Rd. 
Holden, MO 64040
734-260-8635
thelenju@gmail.com 

Committee members:
Julie Murnin
Valerie Trowbridge
Mary Greiman
Lynne Hinrichsen 

PROGRAM AND HOSPITALITY 
Pam Velisek, co-chair
18125 Lappans Rd. 
Fairplay, MD 21733
301-367-6663
pvelisek@verizon.net

Gina Hope, co-chair
846 Triple J Rd. 
Berryville, VA 22611
709-906-6469
Drycreekfarm.hope@gmail.com 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 
Jena Wagner, chairman
3752 Little Creek Lane RR 9
Billings, MT 59101
406-670-9618

Committee members:
Katie Brock
Cindy Worthington 
Aliesha Dethlefs-Meusch
Julie Murnin

SCHOLARSHIP
Tonya Theis, chairman
19262 Lecompton Rd. 
Leavenworth, KS 66048
913-683-2150
watkinsranch@hotmail.com 

Committee members:
Julie Feeser
Leslie Mindemann
Jessica Sawyer
Betsie Michael
Cara Pascalar
Allison Dubs
Emily McCurry Mullen 

WAYS & MEANS 
ANGUS GIFT BARN 
Veni Soto, chairman 
181 Opal Lake Dr.
Kyle, TX 78640
venisoto@hotmail.com 

Committee members: 
Christy Perdue
Megan Ahearn
Cindy Worthington
Lori Pillars
Tammy Weaver
Stacy Erdmann
Amy Griffin
Yvonne Hinman
Morgan Knapp 

GIFTS THAT SIZZLE
Deanna Hofing, chairman
7343 Masten Rd.
Coatesville, IN 46121
Phone: 765-721-7776
bloomdea@hotmail.com

Committee members:
Emily Barnes
Michaela Clowser

FULL CIRCLE ONLINE AUCTION
Cortney Holshouser, chairman 
746 Collins Mill Rd.
Castalia, NC 27816
Cell: 919-796-2346
kncholshouser@aol.com

Committee members:
Christy Perdue
Jera Vehige
Cindy Worthington
Gretchen Clark 

WOMEN CONNECTED CONFERENCE 
Anne Lampe, chairman
5201 E. Rd. 110
Scott City, KS 67871
Phone: 620-872-3915
alampe@wbsnet.org

Committee members:
Cassie Royer
Carla Jergenson
Cindy Anderson
Karla Knapp

Editor’s note: The minutes were respectfully 
submitted by Karla Knapp.

SCAN for more or visit  
www.angusauxiliary.com for the 
current list of state president and 
scholarship contacts. 
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