
I find myself thinking of the 
experience, community and 
craftmanship it took to erect a barn 
that would last so many lifetimes.

Our very own American Angus 
Association is not unlike this grand 
structure. It is built on the strongest 
of foundations — our Angus cattle. 
Much like those cattle, alone it 
would just be a pile of rocks with no 
direction if not for the craftsmen 
who shaped it into the lasting base 
it became. The breeders are the 
carpenters who craft  the beams: a 
community that together built the 
barn we call our own. One that can 
hopefully last forever.

Yet that does not mean our barn 
can stand forever unchanged. This 
stone barn has had the old wooden 
box stalls and stanchions replaced 
with steel gates, making pens that 

create a more efficient workspace. 
We have added steel beams, so it 

holds up to the demands of modern 
farming. The stone foundation had 
leaned and had to be pushed back 
straight. Yet it still stands, proud of 
its tradition and accepting of changes 
that will allow it to serve another 
generation.

Like the barn, our Association has 
accepted improvements and changes 
that have kept it relevant in an ever-
changing world. Our Auxiliary and 
its partners see challenges each year, 
and we need adjustments to stay 
ahead. Even the best of organizations 
will lean from time to time. Well 
thought out, new ideas need to be 
embraced to keep “this old barn” 
standing strong and proud. 

As always, I want to remind 
our juniors it is never too early to 

start working on those scholarship 
applications. They will be due to your 
state scholarship chairs before you 
know it. 

I am looking forward to our spring 
Executive Committee and board 
meetings in March and welcoming 
our committee chairs and members 
to bring new ideas that will help keep 
our foundation strong. 

Wishing everyone a healthy spring 
calving season and looking forward 
to seeing black calves hitting the 
green grass.    

pvelisek@verizon.net

Better Built Foundations
As I walk into my 200-year-old stone bank barn, I marvel at the strength  

and soundness of the 2-foot-thick stone walls and the 15-inch beams  

that have held up thousands of tons of hay over the years. 

by Pam Velisek, President, American Angus Auxiliary

Auxiliary Notes

American Angus Auxiliary Annual Meeting Minutes
The following is a review of the topics discussed and action taken Nov. 7, 2020, in Kansas City, Mo.

President Gina Hope called the 
meeting to order at 5:05 p.m. 

Welcome
Mark McCully, American Angus 

Association CEO, welcomed the 
Auxiliary to the Convention. He 
thanked the Auxiliary for all they do 
to promote the breed and help the 
juniors. He also discussed the number 

of registrations going up (more than 
300,000 this year).

Miss American Angus co-chair 
Cortney Cates spoke about the 
Miss American Angus Contest. She 
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Continued on page 182

introduced each of the contestants 
and contest activities set to happen 
over the following two days. Cates 
announced the five contestants for 
this year. 

They are Mattie Harward, North 
Carolina; Emma Grace Nowotny, 
Texas; Kady Figge, Kansas; Ellie 
Kidwell, Ohio; and Lauren Gilbert, 
Missouri. Cortney also announced the 
sponsors and thanked them for their 
support. Judges for the year’s contest 
are Kara Lee, Mark Core and Darla 
Aegerter.

Gina welcomed everyone and 
introduced the executive committee, 
committee chairs, state presidents, 
Distinguished Women and past 
presidents. 

Zoom meeting and voting 
instructions were explained. All 
Zoom attendees will be muted. All 
participants will be able to vote.

Minutes
Gina advised the minutes were 

published on the website and in the 
Angus Journal. Mary McCurry made a 
motion to dispense with the reading 
of the minutes and to accept them as 
presented. Anne Lampe seconded the 
motion. The motion passed. 

Gina asked for all the American 
Angus Association staff attending the 
meeting to stand and be recognized. 
She thanks them for their service. 
 
Treasurer’s report

Deanna Hofing presented the 
treasurer’s report. No motion was 
needed, and the report will be filed in 
the records of the Auxiliary. 

Mary Greiman inquired what the 
plans are for the CD that is maturing 
in January 2021. Gina stated the 
executive committee and finance 
committee will discuss this in late 
November or early December. Mary 

then asked if the Auxiliary need to 
cash it in for extra funds in their 
checking accounts. Gina stated no. 

Committee reports
All reports were published on the 

website for review. 
Melanie Kiani was not present, so 

the Angus Gift Barn report was given 
by Anne on her behalf. She stated 
the Angus Gift Barn will be putting 
a few items online for Christmas 
shopping such as t-shirts, stationery 
and Christmas items. Anne asked 
everyone to shop at the Angus Gift 
Barn for Christmas gifts. 

Emma Collins was not present, 
so the historian’s report was given 
by Anne. She stated the scrapbook 
is moving toward a digital and 
hardbound book vs. a traditional 
scrapbook. One copy will be for the 
president, one copy will be for the 
archives and a digital copy on file. At 
this time, the scrapbook is still being 
completed. 

Anne, chairman of the Women’s 
Connected Conference, reported the 
fifth Women’s Connected Conference 
was held in Wooster, Ohio, at 
Certified Angus Beef LLC. The dates 
were March 4-6, 2020. Anne thanked 
Thomas Marten for his and the Angus 
Foundation’s support. She also talked 
about finding additional conference 
sponsors and corporate sponsors as 
well as starting an endowment to keep 
the conference going in the future. 

Miss American Angus co-chair, 
Cortney Cates, stated it was great to 
see the growth of Eva Hinrichsen, 
2020 Miss American Angus, this year. 
She welcomed Eva up to the stage to 
give a small speech. Eva shared just 
a little of her year and thanked the 
Auxiliary for all their support. Gina 
thanked her for putting the Queen’s 
Tea together for the ladies at the 

National Junior Angus Show (NJAS). 
No verbal report was given for the 

public relations committee.
Full Circle Online Auction chair, 

Shally Rogen, gave a report and let 
everyone know the bidding will open 
Nov. 7, 2020. There are 26 items to 
bid on, and the sale will conclude Nov. 
12, 2020. She asked if the Auxiliary 
would like and share the social 
media posts. Shally also encouraged 
Auxiliary members to place max bids 
on the items, so they do not have to 
watch to see if they are outbid.   

For the scholarship committee, 
Pam Velisek gave the year’s report. 
There were 27 applicants. All went 
well with the digital applications; the 
judges were happy with them. One 
question will be changed on the 2021 
application. Pam presented the two 
names for judges to the executive 
committee, and they were approved.

Old business
The transition to Julie Angelo as 

the accountant went well. It was 
challenging at first to get the coding 
correct, but, thanks to Nancy Thelen, 
the process is on the right path. 

With all the efforts the previous 
year to move communication toward 
all digital, the Auxiliary only printed 
20-30 of The Post newsletters this 
year. Zoom meetings were used for 
the midyear and annual meetings. 
These have been highly successful, 
and Gina thanked Julie Conover for all 
her help.  

A bylaw review will be initiated 
prior to the spring meeting. 

New business
Presentation of the 2020-2021 

budget was given by Nancy Thelen, 
finance committee chair. She went 
over the budget presented to the 
executive committee at their meeting. 
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2021 Angus Auxiliary Committees 

Audit
Barbara Ettredge, Chairman
1001 Berend Road
Pilot Point, TX 76258
Phone: 940-686-2958
Cell: 940-390-2861
circleefarms@aol.com

Committee members:
Deanna Hofing, IN

Achievement Award
Erica Styles, Co-chair
PO Box 62
Brentford, SD 57429
Phone: 605-887-3657

Cell: 605-290-3327
cestyles@nvc.net

Karla Knapp, Co-chair
22439 265th St.
Bloomfield, IA  52537
Phone: 641-929-3554
Cell: 641-777-9887
knappangus@gmail.com 

Nancy made the motion the budget 
be accepted as presented. Lynne 
Hinrichsen seconded the motion. 
Present members and Zoom meeting 
attendees voted. The motion carried. 

Gina stated the executive 
committee appointed Anne Patton 
Schubert and Anne Lampe to the 
nominating committee. Two more 
appointments are needed from the 
floor. Nancy Thelen nominated 
Carol Bloom, Indiana, and Karla 
Knapp nominated Yvonne Hinman, 
Montana. Yvonne declined the 
nomination. Karla then nominated 
Jane Ebert, North Carolina. Gina 
asked for any other nominations. 
Anne Lampe asked to close 
nominations. Mary seconded the 
motion. After a vote, the motion 
passed.

Gina appointed Catie Hope and 
Linda Alexander as tellers for election. 
Gina provided the ladies participating 
on the phone with Catie and Linda’s 
phone numbers to allow them to vote.

Cindy Ahearn presented the 
following as the slate of officers:

President: Pam Velisek
President-elect: Deanna Hofing
Secretary-treasurer: Julie Conover 

and Beverly Figge.
Having no nominations from 

the floor, Julie made a motion to 

close nominations for president and 
president-elect. Lynne Hinrichsen 
seconded the motion, which was then 
carried, and the vote was cast. 

This was followed by voting for 
the new secretary/treasurer. Paper 
ballots were distributed to attendees 
present. Mary Greiman made the 
motion to close nominations for 
secretary-treasurer, and Barb Ettredge 
seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
Votes were cast by Zoom attendees. 
The tellers collected paper and phone 
votes, which were then tabulated. Julie 
was elected as secretary-treasurer. 

Cindy then announced the new 
regional directors which included:

• Region 1: Cindy Worthington
• Region 2: Amy Griffin
• Region 3: Karla Knapp

Gina passed the gavel to Pam as the 
new president. Pam thanked Gina 
for all she accomplished this year. 
Pam made announcements about the 
following day’s Miss American Angus 
contest times and location. 

Mary Greiman asked if she could 
make an announcement. She 
discussed the issues with capturing 
good pictures of family hugs of the 
top five showmanship winners when 
they have a bowl in one hand and 
a box of clippers in the other. Mary 
suggested giving embroidered bags. 

Greiman Angus will sponsor the first 
year. The consensus was to use a 
black bag she brought as an example. 
The sponsor will be embroidered on 
one side of the bag, and the other 
side will have the placing of the top 
five individuals. Pam mentioned the 
Auxiliary had discussed these bags 
at the mid-year meeting and had 
approved moving forward with the 
idea. 

Anne Lampe then mentioned the 
Auxiliary should look at updating the 
bylaws to discuss digital voting and 
limiting the time allotment of Zoom 
voting. Pam agreed this should be 
looked at and will be addressed when 
the bylaws are reviewed. 

Pam asked for a motion for the 
meeting to be adjourned. Catie Hope 
moved to adjourn the meeting. Lynne 
seconded the motion. Motion passed.

Pam thanked Vivian Wolf for her 
years of service as Region 2 Director. 
Meeting was then adjourned at 6:38 
p.m. 

Editor’s note: The report was submitted by 
Deanna Hofing, 2020 secretary-treasurer. 

Auxiliary Notes continued from page 181
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Continued on page 184

Silver Pitcher Award
Madison Butler, Chairman
2613 W. Bulldog Road
Vincennes, IN 47591
Cell: 812-881-6728
mbutler_44@hotmail.com

Crystal Award
Katy Tunstill, Chairman
10978 S. Whitehouse Road
Fayetteville, AR 72701
Cell: 479-387-6959
katlyn.tunstill@gmail.com

Beef Education
Anne Patton Schubert, Co-chair
4040 Taylorsville Road
Taylorsville, KY 40071
Phone: 502-477-2663
apsangus@gmail.com

Anne Lampe, Co-chair
5201 E. Road 110
Scott City, KS 67871
Phone: 620-872-3915
alampe@wbsnet.org

Committee members:
Cortney Hill-Dukehart Cates, IN
Emma Collins, MS
Kathi Creamer, CO
Barbara Ettredge, TX
Rachel Frost, IL
Kami Krebs, NE
Cortney Holshouser, NC
Kallie Knott, IN
Gina Hope, VA 
Melanie Kiani, MS
Mary McCurry, KS
Connie Uden, NE
Ardyce O’Neill, IA
Susan Quam, WI
Shally Rogen, SD
Nancy Thelen, MI
Lori Voight, PA 
Kathy Wilson, IN
Shannon Worrell, TX

Distinguished Women
Gina Hope, Chairman
846 Triple J Road
Berryville, VA 22611
Cell: 703-906-6469
drycreekfarm.hope@gmail.com 

Committee members:
Anne Patton Schubert, KY
Lois Foster, MI
Cindy Ahearn, TX

Finance Committee
Nancy Thelen, Chairman
7821 Weber Road
Saline, MI 48176
Phone: 734-944-6262 
Cell: 734-216-3617
hillsideacres01@aol.com 

Committee members:
Gina Hope
Pam Velisek
Deanna Hofing
Julie Conover
Julie Angelo

Historian
Emma Collins, Chairman
370 McCullough Lane
Flora, MS 39071
Cell: 601-622-1275
emmacollinsc@gmail.com

Committee members:
Melanie Kiani

History Resource Committee
Anne Patton Schubert, Chairman
4040 Taylorsville Road
Taylorsville, KY 40071
Phone: 502-477-2663
apsangus@gmail.com

Legislative and Bylaws
Gina Hope, Chairman
846 Triple J Road
Berryville, VA 22611

Cell: 703-906-6469
drycreekfarm.hope@gmail.com 

Committee members:
Carol Bloom
Cindy Ahearn
Pam Bailey

Liaison
Cindy Ahearn, Chairman
1615 Van Zandt Court 3416
Wills Point, TX 75169
Cell: 214-957-4895

Committee members:
Pam Velisek
Gina Hope
Jamie Rutledge

Membership
Jamie Rutledge, Chairman
900 Sharon Drive
Derby, KS 67037
Cell: 316-210-7926
jrutledge@textron.com 

Miss American Angus
Cortney Hill-Dukehart Cates, 
Co-chair
7893 S. Indian Trail
Modoc, IN 47358
Cell: 410-707-0267
cortneyhd@gmail.com

Paige Wallace Arnold, Co-chair
1302 Chester St. 
Stillwater, OK 74074
Cell: 417-316-0662
paigeawallace@gmail.com

Committee members:
Marlene Dukehart
Tammy Wallace

Nominating
Gina Hope, Chairman
846 Triple J Road
Berryville, VA 22611
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Cell: 703-906-6469
drycreekfarm.hope@gmail.com 

Committee members:
Jane Ebert
Carol Bloom 
Anne Patton Schubert
Anne Lampe

Program and Hospitality
Cassie Royer, Co-chair
7909 W. 1100 S.
Westpoint, IN 47992
Cell: 765-426-3828
cassieroyer@yahoo.com

Shelia Grobosky, Co-chair
2646 1st Ave.
Alexis, IL 61412
Cell: 816-390-7093
sagrobosky@gmail.com

Committee members:
Shelli Mardensen
Lori Pillars
Jaclyn Upperman
Shally Rogen
Lynne Hinrichsen
Vivian Wolf
Cindy Worthington
Tonya Theis
Pam Velisek

Public Relations
Julie Murnin, Chairman
PO Box 6
Huntley, MT 59037
Cell: 406-850-0580
juliemurnin@cattledesign.com

Committee members:
Anne Lampe
Chelsea Duis
Aliesha Dethlefs
Jena Wagner

Scholarship
Deanna Hofing, Chairman
722 N. 625 E.
Westville, IN 46391
Cell: 765-721-7776
bloomdea@hotmail.com

Committee members:
Elaine Scarlett
Kathy Wilson
Kathy Dubs
Abban Lastovica
Regina Hissong
Kendra Diekevers
Julie Feeser
Leslie Mindemann

Ways and Means
Angus Gift Barn
Melani Kiani, Chairman
1246 Sims Hill Road 
Morton, MS 39117
Cell: 601-214-0480
Melk8890@gmail.com

Committee members:
Anne Lampe
Emma Collins

Gifts That Sizzle
Mary K. Greiman, Chairman
1960 200th St. 
Garner, IA 50438
Phone: 641-923-2235
Cell: 641-425-1533
tmkcg@ncn.net

Committee members:
Emily Barnes
Julie Conover
Pam Velisek

Rattey Sculpture
Yvonne Hinman, Chairman
PO Box 220
Malta, MT 59538

Phone: 406-654-1809
Fax: 406-654-1810
hinmanangus@hotmail.com

Full Circle Online Auction
Cortney Holshouser, Chairman 
746 Collins Mill Road
Castalia, NC 27816
Cell: 919-796-2346
kncholshouser@aol.com

Committee members:
Pam Velisek
Christy Perdue
Jena Wagner

Women Connected Conference
Anne Lampe, Chairman
5201 E. Road 110
Scott City, KS 67871
Phone: 620-872-3915
alampe@wbsnet.org

Committee members:
Cassie Royer
Carla Jergenson
Pam Velisek    

      

For the current list of state presidents  
and scholarship contacts, visit  
www.angusauxiliary.com.

Auxiliary Notes continued from page 183
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