
What does innovation mean to you?
January has come and gone and with it so many new ideas and 

opportunities are beginning to rise. 

by Gina Hope, President, American Angus Auxiliary

I hope your 2020 year got off to a 
good start, and if it hasn’t February 
may just be the turning point. This 
month, the subject of the Angus 
Journal is, fittingly, innovation. 
Specifically concerning the future 
of the Angus breed, it is a rather 
daunting topic. There are some that 
may say all the good ideas have been 
had, and maybe they are right. How 
does one top bringing four bulls to 
a new land against all odds? Or the 
creation of an internationally known 
brand? Or the skills we see in the 
stalls of every show? 

We may look around and say, 
“What do we do now?” Have we 
seen the last mountain? Have we 
conquered the last challenge?

Perhaps not. We can see it in 
every new calf that hits the ground, 
and each new junior attending the 
National Junior Angus Show (NJAS) 
for the first time. 

In each herd there is a different 
quest for innovation, a different 
goal in mind with each step into the 
future. In the game of industry, we 
are always chasing tomorrow, and 
the beef industry is no different. 
Indeed, there are many new 
technologies out and coming soon to 
aid in the production of a successful 
beef herd. But not all innovation 
looks the same.

For some, innovation might look 
like a drone to fly over to check heats, 
fences and the overall health of a 
herd. For others it might look like a 
new gate latch the heifer on the end 
might not be able to figure out. That 
is the beauty of innovation and what 
keeps it alive. It is unique and specific 
to each operation and situation. Sure, 
it can be applied elsewhere; but it all 
started when someone thought, “I 
wonder…” and the flame ignited. 

What an exciting time we live in 
today, with all of the technologies 
we have at our fingertips. What 
does innovation mean for you? It 
may not look like my definition of 
innovation, and that is ok. Sharing 
the information and seeing how it 
develops and changes is a special part 
of the beauty. So, I say to all of you 
reading this — run wild, live free and 
never hesitate to say, “I wonder...” 
You never know what may come of it.

drycreekfarm.hope@gmail.com
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American Angus Auxiliary Annual Meeting Minutes
The following is a review of the topics discussed and action taken 

Saturday, Nov. 2, 2019, in Reno, Nev.

President Cindy Ahearn called the 
meeting to order at 3:06 p.m. 

Welcome
Cindy welcomed everyone and 

introduced the executive committee, 
committee chairs, state presidents, 
Distinguished Women and past 
presidents. 

Mark McCully, American Angus 
Association CEO, welcomed the 
American Angus Auxiliary to the 
Angus Convention and thanked the 
organization for all they do for the 
Association and the juniors. He is 
excited about his new position and 
looking forward to the coming year. 

Cindy welcomed the reigning Miss 
American Angus, Madison Weaver. 
Madison shared just a little of her year 
with us and thanked the Auxiliary 
for all of their support. She presented 
her final overview of the year at the 
Auxiliary Breakfast. 

Minutes
A motion was made by Julie Murnin 

to accept the minutes of the mid-year 
meeting as presented. The motion 
was seconded by Carol Bloom. The 
motion passed. 

Treasurer’s report
Pam Velisek presented the 

treasurer’s report. No motion is 
needed and the report will be filed in 
the records of the Auxiliary. 

Committee reports
Historian Emma Collins reported 

that the scrapbook was complete for 
2019 and was in the Angus Gift Barn 
to view.

Anne Lampe, Women Connected 
chairperson, reported that a 2020 
Women’s Connected will be hosted 
in Wooster, Ohio at Certified Angus 
Beef LLC. The dates are March 4-6, 
2020. The applications will be on the 
Auxiliary website and due Jan. 15. 

Whitney Trosper-Renfro, Miss 
American Angus co-chair, announced 
the five contestants for this year. 
They were Eva Hinrichsen, Kansas; 
Morgan Knapp, Iowa; Hailey Roye, 
Arkansas; Mardee Sadowsky, 
Missouri and Claire Stevenson, 
Montana. The judges were Abby 
Nelson, Beth Murphy Ryan and Dick 
Hubman. Whitney also announced 
that the “Trosper girls” would be 
retiring this year as co-chairs and 
that Paige Wallace Arnold and 
Cortney Hill-Dukehart Cates will be 
the new co-chairs. 

Julie Murnin shared that the 
agreement with Angus Media had 
been signed and they were very 
generous with what they gave the 
Auxiliary. All press releases and 
public relations publications must 
go through Julie, public relations 
chairperson, and she will forward to 
the appropriate departments. 

Chair Shally Rogen gave a Full 
Circle Online Auction report and let 
everyone know the bidding was now 
open. There were 25 items to bid on 
and sale concluded on Nov. 7, 2019. 
Members were encouraged to get 
donations from their state auxiliaries 
for next year.  

Gina Hope gave a report on the 
scholarship committee this year. 
All went really well with the digital 
applications, and the judges seemed 

really happy with them. Instead of a 
follow-up conference call this year, 
the committee was able to do all new 
questions via email and all ran very 
smoothly. Gina presented the two 
names for judges to the executive 
committee and they were approved.

Christy Perdue and Anne Lampe 
went over the hours and the new 
items for the Angus Gift Barn. 
Everyone was encouraged to shop.

Old Business
All of the endowment agreements 

have now been signed between the 
Auxiliary and the Angus Foundation. 
The name of the Pat Grote 
Scholarship Endowment Fund will 
now be known as the Pat Grote LEAD 
Sponsorship Fund. The name was 
changed because it is for a specific 
event and not a “scholarship.” Articles 
III and IV contradict each other and 
Cindy will speak with Kenny Miller, 
American Angus Association CFO, 
about correcting the wording. 

The Auxiliary now has a signed 
agreement with Angus Media, 
getting everything asked for except 
the December issue. Julie Murnin, 
chairman, discussed her goals 
for public relations and working 
with the committee chairs to get 
the information published. Angus 
Media will take care of printing 
the cookbooks for the Auxiliary-
sponsored All-American Certified 
Angus Beef (CAB ®) Cook-off Contest 
and updating the website; both of 
which a fee will be paid, but that is 
normal “cost of doing business.” Julie 
asked that all public relations items 
need to go through her as she will 

Continued on page 182
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take care of getting all items to the 
correct people for publication. 

The Auxiliary has worked hard this 
year to update the membership list 
and move most communication to 
all digital. The spring and fall Posts 
were mailed this year, but moving 
forward (provided Bylaw change is 
passed) communication will be going 
all digital with the exception of the 
people who specifically requested a 
copy be mailed. 

Finance
Nancy Thelen, finance chair 

went over the 2019-2020 budget 
that was presented to the executive 
committee at their meeting and was 
voted on at that time. 

Nominating committee
President Cindy Ahearn announced 

the appointments of Cara Ayres 
and Karla Knapp to the committee. 

Megan Ahearn moved to accept Cara 
to the committee, seconded by Carol 
Bloom. The motion passed. Nancy 
Thelen moved to accept Karla to 
the committee, seconded by Lynn 
Hinrichsen. The motion passed.

President Cindy Ahearn appointed 
Mary McCurry and Renee Driscoll as 
tellers for election. 

The proposed Bylaw changes were 
published in the fall 2019 Post, and 
copies were provided at check-in. 
Mary McCurry made a motion to 
accept the proposed changes as 
presented in Post, seconded by Julie 
Murnin. The motion passed. 

The slate of officers presented for 
2020 included:

President: Gina Hope
President-elect: Pam Velisek
Secretary-treasurer: Deanna Hofing
Past president/advisor: Cindy 

Ahearn
Having no nominations from the 

floor the vote was cast and approved.
Leslie Mindemann then 

announced the new regional 
directors which included:

Region 4: Julie Conover
Region 5: Rebecca Knott
Region 6:  Valerie Trowbridge
Cindy Worthington of California 

was appointed to fill Carol DeMeyers’ 
position in Region 1, as she is moving 
to Ohio out of her region. 

Cindy passed the gavel to Gina 
Hope as new president. Gina thanked 
Cindy for all she accomplished this 
year, and we look forward to Cindy 
moving into the advisor position. 

Shally Rogen made a motion to 
adjourn the meeting, seconded by 
Karla Knapp. The motion passed. The 
meeting was adjourned at 4:15 p.m. 

Editor’s note: The report was submitted by 
Pam Velisek, 2019 secretary-treasurer.

2020 Angus Auxiliary Committees and Members
Audit
Barbara Ettredge, 
Chairman 
1001 Berend Road, Pilot 
Point, TX  76258
Phone: (940) 686-2958
Cell: (940) 390-2861
Circleefarms@aol.com
Pam Velisek, MD, 
Committee Member

Achievement Award
Erica Styles, Co-Chair
PO Box 62, Brentford, SD 
57429
Phone: (605) 887-3657
Cell: (605) 290-3327
cestyles@nvc.net
Karla Knapp, Co-Chair
22439 265th Street, 
Bloomfield, IA  52537

Phone: (641) 929-3554
Cell: (641) 777-9887
knappangus@gmail.com

Silver Pitcher Award
Madison Butler, Chairman
2613 W Bulldog Road
Vincennes, IN  47591
Cell: 812-881-6728
Mbutler_44@hotmail.com

Crystal Award
Kathi Creamer, Chairman
17270 6450 Road, 
Montrose, CO 81403
Phone: (970) 596-0045
kathi@lazyjb.com
Katy Tunstill, Co-Chairman
10978 South Whitehouse 
Rd., Fayetteville, AR 72701
Cell (479) 387-6959

Katlyn.tunstill@gmail.com

Beef Education
Anne Patton Schubert, 
Co-Chair
4040 Taylorsville Road, 
Taylorsville, KY 40071
Phone: (502) 477-2663
Fax: (502) 477-2637
apsangus@gmail.com
Anne Lampe, Co-Chair
5201 E Road 110, Scott City, 
KS 67871
Phone: (620) 872-3915
alampe@wbsnet.org
Committee Members:
Cara Ayres, OR
Cortney Hill-Dukehart 
Cates, IN
Kathi Creamer, CO
Rachel Frost, IL

June Hagenbuch, KS
Gina Hope, VA 
Ardyce O’Neill, IA
Kallie Knott, IN
Leslie Mindemann, WI
Susan Quam, WI
Erskin & Willie Cash, PA
Emma Collins, MS
Barbara Ettredge, TX
Joan Gram, PA
Cortney Holshouser, NC
Melanie Kiani, MS
Mary McCurry, KS
Shally Rogen, SD 
Nancy Thelen, MI
Lori Voight, PA
Kathy Wilson, IN
Shannon Worrell, TX

Distinguished Women
Cindy Ahearn, Chairman
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1615 Van Zandt CR 3416, 
Wills Point, TX 75169
Cell: 214-957-4895
ahearnassc@gmail.com
Committee Members:
Yvonne Hinman
Barbara Ettredge

Finance Committee
Nancy Thelan, Chairman
7821 Weber Road, Saline, 
MI 48176
Phone: 734-944-6262
Cell: 734-216-3617
Hillsideacres01@aol.com
Committee Members:
Gina Hope
Pam Velisek
Deanna Hofing

Historian
Emma Collins, Chairman
370 McCullough Lane, 
Flora, MS  39071
Cell: 601-622-1275
emmacollinsc@gmail.com
Committee Members:
Melanie Kiani

Legislative & By-Laws
Pam Bailey, Chairman
12799 SW 210th Street, 
Douglass, KS  67039
Fax: 316-746-2922
Cell: 316-210-4803
pbailey@txtav.com
Committee Members:
Carol Bloom
Cindy Ahearn

Liaison
Cindy Ahearn, Chairman
1615 Van Zandt CR 3416, 
Wills Point, TX 75169
Cell: 214-957-4895
ahearnassc@gmail.com
Committee Members:
Pam Velisek
Gina Hope

Jamie Rutledge

Membership
Jamie Rutledge, Chairman
900 Sharon Drive, Derby, 
KS 67037
Cell: 316-210-7926
jrutledge@textron.com

Miss American Angus
Cortney Hill-Dukehart 
Cates, Co-Chair
7893 S. Indian Trail, Modoc, 
IN  47358
Cell: 410-707-0267
cortneyhd@gmail.com
Paige Wallace Arnold, Co-
Chair
1302 Chester Street, 
Stillwater, OK  74074
Cell: 417-316-0662
paigeawallace@gmail.com
Committee Members:
Heather Bear

Nominating
Cindy Ahearn, Chairman
1615 Van Zandt CR 3416, 
Wills Point, TX 75169
Cell: 214-957-4895
ahearnassc@gmail.com
Committee Members:
Jane Ebert
Carol Bloom
Cara Ayers
Karla Knapp

Program & Hospitality
Cassie Royer, Co-Chair
7909 W 1100 S, Westpoint, 
IN  47992
765-426-3828
cassieroyer@yahoo.com
Shelia Grobosky, Co-Chair
2646 1st Ave., Alexis, IL  
61412
816-390-7093
Sagrobosky@gmail.com
Committee Members:

Shelli Mardensen
Lori Pillars
Jaclyn Upperman
Shally Rogen
Gina Hope
Lynne Hinrichsen
Tonya Theis
Cindy Worthington

Public Relations
Julie Murnin, Chairman
PO Box 6, Huntley, MT  
59037; 406-850-0508
juliemurnin@cattledesign.com
Committee Members:
Anne Lampe
Chelsea Duis
Aliesha Dethlefs
Jena Wagner

Scholarship
Pam Velisek, Chairman
18125 Lappans Road, 
Fairplay, MD 21733
Cell: 301-367-6663
pvelisek@verizon.net
Committee Members:
Nell Withers McCauley
Anne Lampe
Elaine Scarlett
Kathy Wilson
Kathy Dubs
Abban Lastovica
Regina Hissong
Kendra Diekevers

Ways & Means
ANGUS GIFT BARN
Melani Kiani, Chairman
1246 Sims Hill Road, 
Morton, MS 39117
Melk8890@gmail.com
Cell: 601-214-0408
Committee Members:
Anne Lampe
Emma Collins
GIFTS THAT SIZZLE
Mary K. Greiman, 
Chairman

1960 200th Street, Garner, 
IA 50438
Phone: 641-923-2235
Cell: 641-425-1533
tmkcg@ncn.net
Committee Members:
Emily Tennant
Julie Conover
Diane Johnson
RATTEY SCULPTURE
Yvonne Hinman, Chairman
PO Box 220
Malta, MT 59538
Phone: 406-654-1809
Fax: 406-654-1810
hinmanangus@hotmail.
com
FULL CIRCLE ONLINE 
AUCTION 
Shally Rogen, Chairman
48274 258th St, Brandon, 
SD  57005
605-321-3806
drogen3061@aol.com
Committee Members:
Gina Hope
Cortney Hill-Dukehart 
Cates
Jena Wagner

Women Connected 
Conference
Anne Lampe, Chairman
5201 E Rd 110, Scott City, 
KS 67871
Phone: 620-872-3915
Cell: 620-874-4273
alampe@al@gmail.com
Committee Members:
Cassie Royer
Carla Jergenson
Gina Hope
Pam Velisek

Editor’s note: report submitted 
by Gina Hope, 2018 secretary-
treasurer.

For the current list of state 
presidents and scholarship contacts, 
visit www.angusauxiliary.com.
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