
A year ago, we decided to revamp 
the National Western Bull sale by 
moving it out of the sale arena 
located next to the barn and into the 
historic Stadium Arena at the 
National Western Stock Show 
(NWSS). Moving the sale location 
was just the start. We created an 
intimate setting for the sale in the 
arena, along with providing food, 
drink and musical entertainment. It 
was a celebration of the Association’s 
storied history at the National 
Western while at the same time 
embracing the breed’s future growth.

Likewise, there were many other 
accomplishments in 2017. In July, 
Angus Genetics Inc. (AGI) released its 
weekly single-step genetic evaluation 
and then, in November, launched 
Angus GS™, the Association’s new 
proprietary high-density genomic 
test. Certified Angus Beef LLC (CAB) 
had another record year of growth. 

Progress continued to be made on 
the Association’s Long Range 
Strategic Plan — culminating in the 
acquisition of Verified Beef, whose 
software platform will drive the 
Association’s feeder-calf program. 

In Fort Worth, the Association 
hosted its largest and most successful 
convention in history. 

Finally, even though it didn’t 
officially premier until early January, 
months of work were spent 
developing a major redesign of the 
Angus Journal.

It was a very productive year. In 
fact, one would be hard-pressed to 
find another year that had so many 
major accomplishments. While it’s 
gratifying to know we accomplished 
much, time moves on, presenting 
new opportunities and challenges in 
the year ahead.

Gratitude for service
Having said that, I do want to note 

one other major announcement that 
occurred right 
after the New 
Year. That was 
the retirement 
of Terry Cotton. 

Terry began 
his career with 
the Association 
in 1979. He 
spent several 
years as general 
manager and 
then president of Angus Productions 
Inc. (API). He played a key role in the 
growth and success of the Angus 
Journal and leveraged the magazine’s 
success to serve as the foundation for 
what became API and Angus Media. 

He began his career during the 
administration of Secretary C.K. 
Allen and ultimately served under six 
of the Association’s secretaries and 
chief executive officers. Most 
recently, he served in the role of 
regional manager in California, 

Arizona, Nevada and Utah.
During the past 38 years, Terry 

spent countless hours away from 
home and traveled a million-plus 
miles promoting the Angus breed, 
meeting with members and 
attending registered Angus sales. He 
came to understand the needs of the 
membership in a way few ever have, 
and the flamboyant manner in which 
he worked the salering will be one of 
his enduring legacies. 

Fortunately for the Association, 
he’ll continue to 
serve in a 
consulting role 
through the 
spring of 2018, 
including 
training his 
replacement, 
Jake Pickering.

So, as we 
embrace the 
future and 

celebrate Jake joining the 
Association, we also take time to 
recognize and honor the nearly four 
decades of contributions from Terry 
and his devoted wife, Sarah. Terry 
leaves a job well done and for that, 
we’re all grateful.

allenm@angus.org 

Pause for reflection
As we charge into 2018, it’s always good to pause for a moment 

and recognize the accomplishments that were achieved by the 

Association during the past year. I couldn’t help but do so during 

last night’s overwhelmingly successful National Western Angus 

Bull Sale gala in Denver. 
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ADMINISTRATION
Allen Moczygemba, CEO
Kenny Miller, CFO
Diane Strahm, executive administrative assistant
Ellen Cassady, executive assistant
Chris Stallo, vice president of operations
Ladena Keuhn, director of human resources

COMMUNICATIONS
Clint Mefford, director communications
Rachel Robinson, senior communications specialist
Katy Holdener, digital content manager
Ali Luety, communications specialist
Josh Comninellis, video production director
Donald Korthanke, TV production manager
Max Stewart, video production specialist
Lea Ann Maudlin, photo coordinator
Amber Wahlgren, assistant

DEPARTMENT LEADERS
Ginette Gottswiller, director, commercial relations
Tara Adwell, director, finance
Lou Ann Adams, director, information systems
Jason Kenyon, assistant director, information systems
Jaclyn Clark, director, events and education
Jerry Cassady, director, member services
Brenda Weigert, operations coordinator, member 

services

REGIONAL MANAGERS
David Gazda, director, field services
(see page 182 for a complete listing)

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Kevin Yon, president and chairman of the Board, 

South Carolina
John Pfeiffer Jr., vice president and vice chairman of 

the Board, Oklahoma 
Don Schiefelbein, treasurer, Minnesota

TERMS EXPIRING IN 2018
James S. Coffey, Kentucky
Chuck Grove, Virginia
Mike McCravy, Georgia
Don Schiefelbein, Minnesota 
Mick Varilek, South Dakota  

TERMS EXPIRING IN 2019 
Richard M. Dyar, Alabama 
Dave Hinman, Montana 
Alan Miller, Illinois
Jonathan Perry, Tennessee 
Barry Pollard, Oklahoma 

TERMS EXPIRING IN 2020
Jerry Connealy, Nebraska
David A. Dal Porto, California 
John F. Grimes, Ohio 
James W. Henderson, Texas 
Dave Nichols, Iowa

INDUSTRY APPOINTEES 
CAB Board, Dwight ‘Kip’ Palmer, Palmer Food 

Services, New York
AGI Board, Larry Kuehn, U.S. Meat Animal 

Research Center, Nebraska
Foundation Board, Lamar Steiger, Bentonville, Ark.
API Board, Mitch Rouda, Farm Journal Media, Ill.

ANGUS JOURNAL
1-800-821-5478 

www.angus.org/Media/About/AngusJournal.aspx
facebook.com/AngusJournal

twitter:@AJeditor

Rick Cozzitorto, president
Sara Reardon, general manager
Grant Schwader, operations manager

EDITORIAL
Shauna Hermel, editor
Linda Evans, assistant editor
Kasey Brown, special projects editor
Mary Black, graphic artist
Craig Simmons, contract designer
Barb Baylor Anderson, field editor, Edwardsville, Ill.
Kindra Gordon, field editor, Whitewood, S.D.
Becky Mills, field editor, Cuthbert, Ga.
Paige Nelson, field editor, Rigby, Idaho
Troy Smith, field editor, Sargent, Neb.

ADVERTISING
Kathy LaScala, corporate sales manager
Jodi Hovden-Huff, account executive
Doneta Brown, coordinator
Kerri Mildenberger, coordinator
Carol Beckett, production coordinator
Monica Ford, advertising artist
Mike Bush, advertising artist
Jacque McGinness, proofreading coordinator

PRINT SERVICES
Gail Lombardino, director print
Sharon Mayes, coordinator
Julie Martinez, coordinator
Susan Bomar, artist
Leann Schleicher, artist
Melinda Cordell, proofreader

WEB SERVICES
Andy Blumer, team lead/developer
Alex Blake, digital specialist
Bruce Buntin, developer
Lauren Hitch, designer
Derek Richie, developer

PHOTO SERVICES
Kathrin Gresham, coordinator
Erin Sherwood, assistant

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
John Pfeiffer Jr., chairman 
Allen Moczygemba, vice chairman
Rick Cozzitorto, president
Kenny Miller, secretary-treasurer
James Coffey, Richard Dyar, Chuck Grove 
Mike McCravy, Barry Pollard 
Mitch Rouda, industry representative

CERTIFIED ANGUS BEEF LLC
206 Riffel Rd., Wooster, OH 44691-8588; 330-345-2333; fax: 330-345-0808; www.cabpartners.com

John Stika, president
Brent Eichar, senior vice president
Tracey Erickson, vice president, marketing
Mark Polzer, vice president, business development
David MacVane, vice president, retail 
Mark McCully, vice president, production

SUPPLY DEVELOPMENT DIVISION
Justin Sexten, director
Marilyn Conley, administrative assistant

Kara Lee, production brand manager 
17309 Dakota Dr., Leavenworth, KS 66048

Paul Dykstra, beef cattle specialist, Chappell, Neb.

PRODUCER COMMUNICATIONS DIVISION
Miranda Reiman, director, Cozad, Neb. 
Steve Suther, senior editor, Onaga, Kan.
Laura Conaway, producer communications specialist, 

DeLeon Springs, Fla.
Nicole Erceg, producer communications specialist

NATIONAL JUNIOR ANGUS BOARD
www.njaa.info

TERMS UP IN 2018
Madison Butler, Indiana, chairman
Will Pohlman, Arkansas, vice chairman
Catie Hope, Virginia, communications director
Corbin Cowles, Kentucky, Foundation director
Jordyn Wagner, Montana, leadership director
Michaela Clowser, Nebraska, membership director

TERMS UP IN 2019
Dawson Dal Porto, California
Hayley DeHaan, Oregon
Brody Fitzgerald, Pennsylvania
Sydnee Gerken, Oklahoma
Jera Pipkin, Missouri
Madison Sundsbak, North Dakota

AMERICAN ANGUS 
AUXILIARY OFFICERS

www.angusauxiliary.com

Leslie Mindemann, president
Cindy Ahearn, president-elect
Gina Hope, secretary-treasurer
Julie Murnin, advisor

For more detailed contact information, access the “contact” tab on the blue navigation bar at www.angus.org.

ANGUS FOUNDATION
www.angusfoundation.com

Milford H. Jenkins, president
Rod Schoenbine, director of development
Kris Sticken, administrative assistant

ANGUS GENETICS INC.
www.angus.org/AGI/

Dan Moser, president
Stephen Miller, director of genetic research
Kelli Retallick, director of genetic service
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