
I’m not big on making New Year’s
resolutions, but I’m going to make one this
year. I resolve that by this time next year I’ll
have a will. I hope the Good Lord gives me
the chance to change it several times before
calling me home, but the fact is, one never
knows.

I’ve attended several estate-planning
sessions through state or national
cattlemen’s meetings. We’ve probably all
heard the horror stories of ranches lost
because they didn’t have the cash on hand to
pay estate taxes due nine months after the
death.

My husband and I don’t have a ranch,
and most of our assets would be pretty easy
to liquidate. We also don’t have any children.
It would appear we don’t have much reason
to go through the emotional trauma of
drawing out a will.

BUT, what happens if we both die at the
same time? What percentage would the State
of Missouri get? What would my husband
get? What happens if I die first? Will my
husband see to it that my family gets some
of what I’ve worked for? What if he lives
several years, remarries and has another
family?

What if we were injured in the same
accident, I died instantly and he died a week

later? Would the State of Missouri take half
of my estate and give only half to my
husband, then a week later take half of his
estate (now including mine) and give the
other half to his family?

Who’d take care of Husker (our dog)?
I don’t know the answers to all these

questions, but I’m going to find out. Every
state has different estate laws, so the answer
for our situation may not be the answer for
yours.

Remember, we’re talking about an
uncomplicated estate. Throw in a ranch.
Throw in children. Throw in stepfamilies.
Throw in partners in a business.

I know it’s going to take some financial
evaluation and planning at the outset, but I
still resolve to have a will by the end of 2000.
I dare you to do the same.

Maybe along the way we can share some
estate-planning experiences. If you’ve got
some estate-planning questions on which
you want more information or some tips for
designing estate plans, please share them.
You know where to find me.

Angus Stakes
by Shauna Rose Hermel, editor

A resolution I’m willing to keep

e-mail: shermel@angusjournal.com

New Mexico, Texas
MATT PERRIER

Apt. 1612
2501 Oak Hill Circle

Fort Worth, TX 76109
(817) 920-5032

e-mail: mperrier@angus.org

Iowa, Missouri
DON LAUGHLIN

36327 Monarch Trail
Guilford, MO 64457-9444

(660) 652-3500
e-mail: laughlin@angus.org

Alabama, Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi
RICHARD DYAR

1633 CR 104
Crossville, AL 35962

(256) 659-6305
e-mail: rdyar@angus.org

Florida, Georgia, North & South Carolina
DAVID GAZDA
1985 Morton Rd.

Athens, GA 30605
(706) 227-9098

e-mail: gazdaangus@aol.com

Kentucky, Ohio, Tennessee
CHUCK GROVE
1919 Goshen Rd.
Forest, VA 24551
(804) 525-4687

e-mail: cgrove@angus.org

Colorado, Kansas, Oklahoma
MATT CALDWELL

4820 S.W. Commanche Rd.
Topeka, KS 66614

(785) 228-1364
e-mail: mcaldwell@angus.org

Delaware, Maryland, New England States,
New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania,

Virginia, West Virginia
BILL POWELL

8428 Apples Church Rd.
PO Box 295

Thurmont, MD 21788
(301) 271-2767

Minnesota, Nebraska, South Dakota
JIM SHIRLEY

1334 Orchard Drive
Brookings, SD 57006

(605) 692-1613
e-mail: jshirley@angus.org

Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin
JERRY CASSADY
1412 Kimela Drive

Mahomet, IL 61853
(217) 586-2009

e-mail: jcassady@angus.org

Alaska, Montana, North Dakota, Wyoming
RON FRYE

8703 Clark Rd.
Shepherd, MT 59079

(406) 373-9333
e-mail: rfrye@angus.org

Hawaii, Idaho, Oregon, Utah, Washington
ROD WESSELMAN

PO Box 746
Moses Lake, WA 98837

(509) 765-9219
e-mail: rwesselman@angus.org

Arizona, California, Nevada
JOHN DICKINSON

Apt. 1099
1586 Response Rd.

Sacramento, CA 95815-2209
(916) 924-1844

e-mail: jdickinson@angus.org
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